DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Student Financial Assistance Commission
Office of Student Financial Assistance
Scholarship/Grant Programs
(LAC 28:1V.701, 705, 805, 1903)

The Louisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission (LASFAC) is exercising the emergency provisions
of the Administrative Procedure Act [R.S. 49:953(B)] to amend and re-promulgate the rules of the
Scholarship/Grant programs (R.S. 17:3021-3025, R.S. 3041.10-3041.15, and R.S. 17:3042.1.1-3042.8, R.S.
17:3048.1, R.S. 56:797.D(2)).

This rulemaking provides the TOPS continuation requirements for students who earn a certificate or
diploma in a technical or nonacademic program, an associate’s degree in a technical or academic program, or a
baccalaureate degree and who have remaining TOPS eligibility.

This rulemaking also provides a requirement that participating colleges and universities report a student’s
completion of a program of study, including whether the program was technical or academic, the credential
awarded (certificate, diploma, associate’s, baccalaureate), and the semester of completion.

The emergency rules are necessary to implement changes to the Scholarship/Grant programs to allow the
Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance and state educational institutions to effectively administer
these programs. A delay in promulgating rules would have an adverse impact on the financial welfare of the
eligible students and the financial condition of their families. LASFAC has determined that these emergency
rules are necessary in order to prevent imminent financial peril to the welfare of the affected students.

This declaration of emergency is effective October 17, 2013, and shall remain in effect for the maximum
period allowed under the Administrative Procedure Act. (SG14151E)

Title 28 AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.
EDUCATION HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial

Assistance  Commission, Office of Student Financial
Assistance, LR 22:338 (May 1996), amended LR 23:1645-1648
(December 1997), repromulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1901 (October 1998), LR 25: 256 (February
1999), LR 26:67 (January 2000), LR 26:1262 (June 2000), LR
26:1995 (September 2000), LR 26:2000 (September 2000),
repromulgated LR 27:1848 (November 2001), amended LR
28:447 (March 2002), LR 28:2331 (November 2002), LR
29:880 (June 2003), LR 29:2372 (November 2003), LR
30:1161 (June 2004), LR 31:2213 (September 2005), LR
35:228 (February 2009), LR 36: 2854 (December 2010)
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Program for Students (TOPS)
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Honors Awards
§701. General Provisions
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§705. Maintaining Eligibility
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F. Beginning with the 2012-2013 academic year
(college), a student who successfully completes an
associate’s degree in _an academic or non-academic
program without having exhausted his period of award
eligibility shall receive an award for the remainder of his
eligibility if he enrolls in a program of study leading to a
baccalaureate degree, to a vocational or technical
certificate or diploma, or to a non-academic degree at an
eligible college or university no later than the fall
semester immediately following the first anniversary of
the student's completion of an associate’s degree and has
met the requirements for continued eligibility set forth in
§705.
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Chapter 8. TOPS-Tech
§805. Maintaining Eligibility
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E. Beginning with the 2012-2013 academic year
(college), a student who successfully completes a
vocational or technical certificate or diploma program or
a__non-academic degree program _without having
exhausted his period of award eligibility shall receive an
award for the remainder of his eligibility if he enrolls in
another program of study leading to a vocational or
technical certificate or diploma or to a non-academic
degree no later than the fall semester immediately
following the first anniversary of the student's
completion of a vocational or technical certificate or
diploma program or of a non-academic degree program
and has met the requirements for continued eligibility set
forth in 8805.
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3. Beginning with the 2013-2014 academic year
(college), an institution shall also report:

a. _astudent’s completion of program of study;

b. whether the program of study was academic
or technical;

c. type of credential (degree, certificate,
diploma, baccalaureate);

d. semester of completion.
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2007), LR 35:1233 (July 2009), LR 35:1490 (August 2009),
LR 35:1491 (August 2009), LR 36:2857 (December 2010).

George Badge Eldredge
General Counsel



	Part IV.  Student Financial Assistance―Higher Education  Scholarship and Grant Programs
	Chapter 7. Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) Opportunity, Performance, and Honors Awards
	§701. General Provisions
	A. - E.11.c. …
	12. A student who successfully completes an undergraduate degree without having exhausted his period of award eligibility shall receive an award for the remainder of his eligibility if he enrolls in graduate or professional school at an eligible colle...
	F. – G.2. …

	§705. Maintaining Eligibility
	A. - E.3. …
	F. Beginning with the 2012-2013 academic year (college), a student who successfully completes an associate’s degree in an academic or non-academic program without having exhausted his period of award eligibility shall receive an award for the remainde...


	Chapter 8. TOPS-Tech
	§805. Maintaining Eligibility
	A. – D. …
	E.  Beginning with the 2012-2013 academic year (college), a student who successfully completes a vocational or technical certificate or diploma program or a non-academic degree program without having exhausted his period of award eligibility shall rec...


	Chapter 19.  Eligibility and Responsibilities of Post-Secondary Institutions
	§1903. Responsibilities of Post-Secondary Institutions
	A.1. – 2.h. …
	3.  Beginning with the 2013-2014 academic year (college), an institution shall also report:
	a. a student’s completion of program of study;
	b. whether the program of study was academic or technical;
	c. type of credential (degree, certificate, diploma, baccalaureate);
	d. semester of completion.


	B.1 – G.2. …




