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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 

Louisiana Board of Regents 

Office of Student Financial Assistance 

Scholarship/Grant Programs 

TOPS Core Curriculum Equivalents: Human Anatomy and Physiology and Pre-Calculus 

 (LAC 28:IV.301, 505, 703, and 803) 

 

The Louisiana Board of Regents is exercising the emergency provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act 

[R.S. 49:950 et seq)] to amend and re-promulgate the rules of the Scholarship/Grant programs (LSA-R.S. 17:3021-3025, 

LSA-R.S. 3041.10-3041.15, LSA-R.S. 17:3042.1.1-3042.8, LSA-R.S. 17:5001 et seq., and LSA-R.S. 56:797.D(2)). 

This rulemaking adds AP Psychology as an equivalent Social Studies and adds Mandarin Chinese, Hindi, 

Portuguese, and Vietnamese as courses that may satisfy the Foreign Language requirement in the TOPS core curriculum.  

The rulemaking adds Probability and Statistics as an equivalent to math in the TOPS Tech core curriculum.  

The emergency rules are necessary to implement changes to the Scholarship/Grant programs to allow the Louisiana 

Office of Student Financial Assistance and state educational institutions to effectively administer these programs.  A 

delay in promulgating rules would have an adverse impact on the financial welfare of the eligible students and the 

financial condition of their families.  The Board of Regents has determined that these emergency rules are necessary in 

order to prevent imminent financial peril to the welfare of the affected students. 

This declaration of emergency is effective August 23, 2017, and shall remain in effect for the maximum period 

allowed under the Administrative Procedure Act. (SG18178E) 

 

 

TITLE 28 

EDUCATION 

Part IV.  Student Financial Assistance―Higher 

Education  

Scholarship and Grant Programs 

Chapter 3.  Definitions 

§301. Definitions 

A. Words and terms not otherwise defined in this Chapter 

shall have the meanings ascribed to such words and terms in 

this Section. Where the masculine is used in these rules, it 

includes the feminine, and vice versa; where the singular is 

used, it includes the plural, and vice versa. 

*** 

Average Award Amount (TOPS-Tech)―is applicable to 

those students awarded the TOPS-Tech and TOPS 

Opportunity, Performance, and Honors Awards who attend a 

regionally accredited independent college or university in 

Louisiana that is a member of the Louisiana Association of 

Independent Colleges and Universities or who attend an 

eligible cosmetology or proprietary school and are enrolled in 

a vocational, technical education certificate or diploma 

program or non-academic undergraduate degree program, and 

is determined by dividing the total dollar value of awards, 

which are made to students enrolled in the same types of 

programs in the prior2016-2017 academic year (TOPS) at 

eligible public colleges and universities that do not offer 

academic degrees at the baccalaureate level, by the total 

number of students that received the awards.  

*** 

Weighted Average Award Amount―for those students 

with the TOPS Opportunity, Performance, and Honors Award 

attending a regionally accredited independent college or 

university in this state which is a member of the Louisiana 

Association of Independent Colleges and Universities and 

enrolled in an academic program, the total dollar value of 

awards made under TOPS in the prior 2016-2017 academic 

year, excluding award stipends, to students attending public 

colleges and universities that offer academic degrees at the 

baccalaureate level, divided by the total number of students 

that received the awards. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial 

Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 

22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998), 

amended LR 24:1898 (October 1998), LR 24:2237 (December 

1998), LR 25:256 (February 1999), LR 25:654 (April 1999), LR 

25:1458 and 1460 (August 1999), LR 25:1794 (October 1999), LR 

26:65 (January 2000), LR 26:688 (April 2000), LR 26:1262 (June 

2000), LR 26:1601 (August 2000), LR 26:1993, 1999 (September 

2000), LR 26:2268 (October 2000), LR 26:2752 (December 2000), 

LR 27:36 (January 2001), LR 27:284 (March 2001), LR 27:1219 

(August 2001), LR 27:1840 (November 2001), LR 27:1875 

(November 2001), LR 28:45 (January 2002), LR 28:446 (March 

2002), LR 28:772 (April 2002), LR 28:2330, 2331 (November 

2002), LR 29:555 (April 2003), LR 29:879 (June 2003), LR 30:1159 

(June 2004), LR 30:2015 (September 2004), LR 31:36 (January 

2005), LR 31:3112 (December 2005), LR 33:86 (January 2007), LR 

33:439 (March 2007), LR 33:1339 (July 2007), LR 33:2612 

(December 2007), LR 34:234 (February 2008), LR 34:1388 (July 

2008), LR 34:1884 (September 2008), LR 35:228 (February 2009), 

LR 35:1489 (August 2009), LR 35:1490 (August 2009), LR 36:311 

(February 2010), LR 36:490 (March 2010), LR 36:2854 (December 
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2010), LR 37:1561 (June 2011), LR 37:1562 (June 2011), LR 

38:1953 (August 2012), LR 38:3156 (December 2012), LR 39:308 

(February 2013), LR 40:53 (January 2014), LR 40:281 (February 

2014), LR 41:649, 658 (April 2015), LR 41:2595 (December 2015), 

amended by the Board of Regents, Office of Student Financial 

Assistance, LR 42:1880 (November 2016). 

Chapter 5.  Applications, Federal Grant Aid, 

and ACT Test 

§505.A. – E. … 

F. Renewal FAFSA 

1.a. Through the 2004-2005 academic year (TOPS), in 

order to remain eligible for TOPS awards, a student who is 

eligible for federal grant aid must file a renewal FAFSA so 

that it is received by May 1 of each academic year (TOPS) 

after initial eligibility is established. 

b. Beginning with the 2005-2006 academic year 

(TOPS), in order to remain eligible for TOPS awards, a 

student who is eligible for federal grant aid must file a renewal 

FAFSA so that it is received by the July 1 immediately 

preceding each academic year (TOPS) after initial eligibility 

is established. 

2. Students who can demonstrate that they do not 

qualify for federal grant aid because of their family's financial 

condition are not required to submit a renewal FAFSA. 

3.a. In the event of a budgetary shortfall, applicants who 

do not file a renewal FAFSA or who do not complete all 

sections of the FAFSA will be the first denied a TOPS award. 

b. Students who can demonstrate that they do not 

qualify for federal grant aid because of their family's financial 

condition and do not want to be the first denied a TOPS award 

must file a renewal FAFSA so that it is received by the July 1 

immediately preceding each academic year (TOPS) after 

initial eligibility is established. 

43. All recipients of Louisiana Scholarship and Grant 

Programs other than TOPS and the Rockefeller Wildlife 

Scholarship Program must submit a renewal FAFSA for each 

academic year (TOPS) the student enrolls. 

G. If a prescribed deadline date falls on a weekend or 

holiday, it will automatically be extended to the next business 

day. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial 

Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 

22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998), 

amended LR 24:1901 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:1847 

(November 2001), amended LR 30:2017 (September 2004), LR 

31:37 (January 2005), LR 32:2238 (December 2006), LR 33:83 

(January 2007), LR 33:2357 (November 2007), LR 34:235 

(February 2008), LR 37:588 (February 2011), LR 41:660 (April 

2015). 

  

Chapter 7.  Taylor Opportunity Program for 

Students (TOPS) Opportunity, Performance, 

and Honors Awards 

§703.A. – A.5.a.ii.(d)(iii) … 

 (e). For students graduating in academic year 

(high school) 2017-2018 and after, for purposes of satisfying 

the requirements of §703.A.5.a.i above, or §803.A.6.a, the 

following courses shall be considered equivalent to the 

identified core courses and may be substituted to satisfy 

corresponding core courses. 

Core Curriculum Course(s) Equivalent (Substitute) Course 

Algebra I, Geometry and 

Algebra II 

Integrated Mathematics I, II and III 

Art Media Arts I-IV; Photography I, 
Photography II, and Digital 

Photography 

Algebra III;  

Advanced Math- Functions 
and Statistics, Advanced 

Math-Pre-Calculus, Pre-

Calculus, or Math Methods I 
IB (Mathematical Studies 

SL); 

Calculus, AP Calculus AB, or 
Math Methods II IB 

(Mathematics SL); 

AP Calculus BC; Probability 
and Statistics or AP 

Statistics; 

IB Further Mathematics HL; 
IB Mathematics HL 

AP Computer Science A 

Biology II Human Anatomy and Physiology  

Western Civilization, 

European History or AP 

European History;  

World Geography, AP 

Human Geography, or IB 
Geography;  

World History, AP World 

History, or World History IB; 
History of Religion;  

IB Economics 

Economics,  
AP Macroeconomics 

AP Microeconomics 

AP Psychology 

Foreign Language, both units 

in the same language, which 
may include: 

AP Chinese Language and 

Culture,  
AP French Language and 

Culture,  

AP German Language and 

Culture,  

AP Italian Language and 

Culture,  
AP Japanese Language and 

Culture,  

AP Latin,  
AP Spanish Language and 

Culture,  

French IV IB,  
French V IB,  

Spanish IV IB, and  
Spanish V IB 

Mandarin Chinese I, II, III, IV 

Hindi I, II, III, IV 
Portuguese I, II, III, IV 

Vietnamese I, II, III, IV 
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Core Curriculum Course(s) Equivalent (Substitute) Course 

Any listed core course or its 

equivalent. 

Any core curriculum course taken by a 

student who has been deemed to be 

gifted and talented pursuant to R.S. 
17:1941 et. seq. as implemented in State 

Board of Elementary and Secondary 

Education policy and in fulfillment of 
the student’s Individualized Education 

Program shall be considered a gifted 

and talented course and shall fulfill the 
core curriculum requirement in its given 

subject area. 

 

A.5.a.ii.(f). – J.4.b.ii. … 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

17:3021-3025, R.S. 17:3042.1, and R.S. 17:3048.1. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial 

Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 

22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:636 (April 1998), 

amended LR 24:1902 (October 1998), LR 24:2237 (December 

1998), LR 25:257 (February 1999), LR 25:655 (April 1999), LR 

25:1794 (October 1999), LR 26:64, 67 (January 2000), LR 26:689 

(April 2000), LR 26:1262 (June 2000), LR 26:1602 (August 2000), 

LR 26:1996, 1999, 2001 (September 2000), LR 26:2268 (October 

2000), LR 26:2753 (December 2000), LR 27:36 (January 2001), LR 

27:702 (May 2001), LR 27:1219, 1219 (August 2001), 

repromulgated LR 27:1850 (November 2001), amended LR 28:772 

(April 2002), LR 28:2330, 2332 (November 2002), LR 29:125 

(February 2003), LR 29:2372 (November 2003), LR 30:1162 (June 

2004), LR 30:1471 (July 2004), LR 30:2019 (September 2004), LR 

31:37 (January 2005), LR 31:2213 (September 2005), LR 31:3112 

(December 2005), LR 32:2239 (December 2006), LR 33:435 (March 

2007), LR 33:2357 (November 2007), LR 33:2612 (December 

2007), LR 34:1389 (July 2008), LR 35:228 (February 2009), LR 

36:312 (February 2010), LR 36:490 (March 2010), LR 36:2269 

(October 2010), LR 36:2855 (December 2010), LR 37:2987 

(October 2011), LR 38:354 (February 2012), LR 38:3158 (December 

2012), LR 39:481 (March 2013), LR 39:2485 (September 2013), LR 

40:54 (January 2014), LR 41:373 (February 2015, LR 41:657, 664 

(April 2015), LR 41:2596, 2599 (Dec. 2015), amended by the Board 

of Regents, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 42:1657 

(October 2016), LR 42:1882 (November 2016), LR 43:518 (March 

2017). 

 

Chapter 8.  TOPS-Tech Award  

§803.A. – A. 6.a.v. … 

b. i. for students graduating in academic year (high 

school) 2008-2009 and after, for purposes of satisfying the 

requirements of §803.A.6.a above, the following courses shall 

be considered equivalent to the identified core courses and 

may be substituted to satisfy corresponding core courses;: 

Core Curriculum Course 
Equivalent (Substitute) 

Course 

Business English Senior Applications in English 

Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus, 
or Comparable Advanced 

Mathematics 

Math Essentials 

ii. for students graduating in academic year (high 

school) 2018 and after, for purposes of for purposes of 

satisfying the requirements of §803.A.6.a above, the 

following courses shall be considered equivalent to the 

identified core courses and may be substituted to satisfy 

corresponding core courses: 

Core Curriculum Course 
Equivalent (Substitute) 

Course 

Business English Senior Applications in English 

Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus, 

or Comparable Advanced 
Mathematics 

Math Essentials 

Geometry, Algebra II, Math 

Essentials, Financial Literacy, 
Business Math, Algebra III, 

Advanced Math -Functions and 

Statistics, Advanced Math - Pre-
Calculus, Pre-calculus, or 

comparable Louisiana Technical 

College courses offered by Jump 
Start regional teams as approved 

by the State Board of Elementary 

and Secondary Education. 
Integrated Mathematics I, II, and 

III may be substituted for Algebra 

I, Geometry, and Algebra II, and 
shall equal three mathematics 

credits 

Probability and Statistics 

 

§803.A.6.c. – B.4.b.ii. … 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

17:3021-3025, R.S. 17:3042.1, and R.S. 17:3048.1. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial 

Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 

22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:636 (April 1998), 

amended LR 24:1902 (October 1998), LR 24:2237 (December 

1998), LR 25:257 (February 1999), LR 25:655 (April 1999), LR 

25:1794 (October 1999), LR 26:64, 67 (January 2000), LR 26:689 

(April 2000), LR 26:1262 (June 2000), LR 26:1602 (August 2000), 

LR 26:1996, 1999, 2001 (September 2000), LR 26:2268 (October 

2000), LR 26:2753 (December 2000), LR 27:36 (January 2001), LR 

27:702 (May 2001), LR 27:1219, 1219 (August 2001), 

repromulgated LR 27:1850 (November 2001), amended LR 28:772 

(April 2002), LR 28:2330, 2332 (November 2002), LR 29:125 

(February 2003), LR 29:2372 (November 2003), LR 30:1162 (June 

2004), LR 30:1471 (July 2004), LR 30:2019 (September 2004), LR 

31:37 (January 2005), LR 31:2213 (September 2005), LR 31:3112 

(December 2005), LR 32:2239 (December 2006), LR 33:435 (March 

2007), LR 33:2357 (November 2007), LR 33:2612 (December 

2007), LR 34:1389 (July 2008), LR 35:228 (February 2009), LR 

36:312 (February 2010), LR 36:490 (March 2010), LR 36:2269 

(October 2010), LR 36:2855 (December 2010), LR 37:2987 

(October 2011), LR 38:354 (February 2012), LR 38:3158 (December 

2012), LR 39:481 (March 2013), LR 39:2485 (September 2013), LR 

40:54 (January 2014), LR 41:373 (February 2015, LR 41:657, 664 

(April 2015), LR 41:2596, 2599 (Dec. 2015), LR 42:48 (January 

2016). 

 

________________________________________ 

Robyn Rhea Lively 

Senior Attorney 


