NOTICE OF INTENT
Student Financial Assistance Commission
Office of Student Financial Assistance
Scholarship/Grant Programs
(LAC 28:1V.301, 703, 705, 803)

The Louisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission (LASFAC) announces its intention
to amend its Scholarship/Grant rules (LSA-R.S. 17:3021-3025, LSA-R.S. 3041.10-3041.15,
LSA-R.S. 17:3042.1, LSA-R.S. 17:3048.1, LSA-R.S. 17:3048.5 and LSA-R.S. 17:3048.6).

This rulemaking adjusts the requirements to maintain a Taylor Opportunity Program for
Students (TOPS) award by allowing hours earned by a student during an intersession
immediately following the spring term to be counted toward the minimum of 24 hours required
each year to maintain eligibility for a TOPS award.

This rulemaking extends the TOPS deadline for enrolling as first-time, full-time student in an
eligible postsecondary institution for certain students separated from active duty in the United
States Armed Forces to the semester, excluding summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following one year from the date of separation from active duty.

The proposed rule has no known impact on family formation, stability, or autonomy, as
described in LSA-R.S. 49:972. (SG10111NI)

and university academic vyear does not include

Chapter 3. Definitions
8301. Definitions

A. Words and terms not otherwise defined in
these rules shall have the meanings ascribed to such
words and terms in this Section. Where the masculine
is used in these rules, it includes the feminine, and
vice versa; where the singular is used, it includes the
plural, and vice versa.

Academic Year (College)—_Through the 2007-
2008 academic year, the two- and four-year college
and university academic year begins with the fall
term of the award year, includes the winter term, if
applicable, and concludes with the completion of the
spring term of the award year. Intersessions ending
during the academic year are included in the
academic year. The two- and four-year college and
university academic year does not include summer
sessions or intersessions that do not end during the
academic year.

Beginning with the 2008-2009 academic year and
thereafter, the academic year begins with the fall

term of the award year, includes the winter term, if
applicable, and concludes with the completion of the
intersession immediately following the spring term of
the award vear. Intersessions ending during the
academic  vear, including the intersession
immediately following the spring term, are included
in the academic year. The two- and four-year college

summer sessions or other intersessions.

* * %

Intersession—an_academic term between regular
semesters/terms that provides credit courses to
students in an intensive, condensed format.

* * %

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with
R.S. 17:3021-3025, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student
Financial Assistance Commission, Office of Student
Financial Assistance, LR  22:338 (May 1996),
repromulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998), amended LR
24:1898 (October 1998), LR 24:2237 (December 1998),
LR 25:256 (February 1999), LR 25:654 (April 1999), LR
25:1458 and 1460 (August 1999), LR 25:1794 (October
1999), LR 26:65 (January 2000), LR 26:688 (April 2000),
LR 26:1262 (June 2000), LR 26:1601 (August 2000), LR
26:1993, 1999 (September 2000), LR 26:2268 (October
2000), LR 26:2752 (December 2000), LR 27:36 (January
2001), LR 27:284 (March 2001), LR 27:1219 (August
2001), LR 27:1840 (November 2001), LR 27:1875
(November 2001), LR 28:45 (January 2002), LR 28:446
(March 2002), LR 28:772 (April 2002), LR 28:2330, 2331
(November 2002), LR 29:555 (April 2003), LR 29:879
(June 2003), LR 30:1159 (June 2004), LR 30:2015
(September 2004), LR 31:36 (January 2005), LR 31:3112
(December 2005), LR 33:86 (January 2007), LR 33:439
(March 2007), LR 33:1339 (July 2007), LR 33:2612
(December 2007), LR 34:234 (February 2008), LR 34:1388
(July 2008), LR 34:1884 (September 2008), LR 35:228
(February 2009).
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Chapter 7. Taylor Opportunity
Program for Students (TOPS)
Opportunity, Performance, and
Honors Awards

8703. Establishing Eligibility
Ala.—A4a. ...

b. if the student joins the United States
Armed Forces within one year after graduating from
an eligible Louisiana or an eligible non-Louisiana
high school or from an eligible out of country high
school, enroll not later than the semester, excluding
summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following the 5th anniversary of the date that the
student graduated from high school or not later than
the semester, excluding summer semesters or
sessions, immediately following the swithin-one year
from—the—date—oef—anniversary of the student’s
separation from active duty diseharge, whichever is
earlier; or

c. if the student is eligible under the
provisions of §703.A.5.d or e, enroll not later than the
semester or term, excluding summer semesters or
sessions, immediately following the first anniversary
of the date the student completes the home study
program, which is deemed to be May 31; or

d. if the student is eligible under the
provisions of §703.A.5.d or e, and has joined and is
on active duty with the United States Armed Forces
within one year of completion of the 12th grade of an
approved home study program, enroll not later than
the semester or term, excluding summer semesters or
sessions, immediately following the 5th anniversary
of the completion of the approved home study
program or not later than the semester, excluding
summer semesters  or  sessions, immediately
following the within—one year from—the—date—of
anniversary of the student’s separation from active

dutydiseharge, whichever is earlier; or
Ade. —J4bii ...

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with
R.S. 17:3021-3025, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student
Financial Assistance Commission, Office of Student
Financial  Assistance, LR 22:338 (May 1996),
repromulgated LR 24:636 (April 1998), amended LR
24:1902 (October 1998), LR 24:2237 (December 1998),
LR 25:257 (February 1999), LR 25:655 (April 1999), LR
25:1794 (October 1999), LR 26:64, 67 (January 2000), LR
26:689 (April 2000), LR 26:1262 (June 2000), LR 26:1602
(August 2000), LR 26:1996, 1999, 2001 (September 2000),
LR 26:2268 (October 2000), LR 26:2753 (December
2000), LR 27:36 (January 2001), LR 27:702 (May 2001),
LR 27:1219, 1219 (August 2001), repromulgated LR
27:1850 (November 2001), amended LR 28:772 (April
2002), LR 28:2330, 2332 (November 2002), LR 29:125

(February 2003), LR 29:2372 (November 2003), LR
30:1162 (June 2004), LR 30:1471 (July 2004), LR 30:2019
(September 2004), LR 31:37 (January 2005), LR 31:2213
(September 2005), LR 31:3112 (December 2005), LR
32:2239 (December 2006), LR 33:435 (March 2007), LR
33:2357 (November 2007), LR 33:2612 (December 2007),
LR 34:1389 (July 2008), LR 35:228 (February 2009).

§705. Maintaining Eligibility
A.—AS5 ...
6. minimum academic progress:

a. 1. in an academic undergraduate
program at an eligible college or university, by the
end of each academic year (college), earn a total of at
least 24 college credit hours as determined by
totaling the earned hours reported by the institution
for each semester or quarter-term in the academic
year (college), including any hours earned during an
intersession ending during the academic year. These
hours shall include remedial course work required by
the institution, but shall not include hours earned
during qualified summer sessions, summer sessions
or intersessions that do not end during the academic
year or by advanced placement course credits. Unless
granted an exception for cause by LASFAC, failure
to earn the required number of hours will result in
permanent cancellation of the recipient's eligibility;
or

ii. beginning in the 2008-2009 academic
year, in an academic undergraduate program at an
eligible college or university, by the end of each
academic year (college), earn a total of at least 24
college credit hours as determined by totaling the
earned hours reported by the institution for each
semester or term in the academic year (college),
including any hours earned during an intersession
ending during the academic year or immediately
following the spring term. These hours shall include
remedial course work required by the institution, but
shall not include hours earned during qualified
summer sessions, summer sessions or_intersessions
that do not end during the academic year or
intersessions that do not immediately follow the
spring term or by advanced placement course credits.
Unless granted an exception for cause by LASFAC,
failure to earn the required number of hours will
result in permanent cancellation of the recipient's
eligibility; or

A.1b.—E3. ...

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with
R.S. 17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student
Financial Assistance Commission, Office of Student
Financial  Assistance, LR 22:338 (May 1996),
repromulgated LR 24:637 (April 1998), amended LR
24:1904 (October 1998), LR 25:257 (February 1999), LR
25:656 (April 1999), LR 25:1091 (June 1999), LR 26:67

Page 2 of 3



(January 2000), LR 26:688 (April 2000), LR 26:1996
(September 2000), LR 26:2001 (September 2000),
repromulgated LR 27:1853 (November 2001), amended LR
28:447 (March 2002), LR 28:772 (April 2002), LR 28:2332
(November 2002), LR 29:2373 (November 2003), LR
30:781 (April 2004), LR 30:1163 (June 2004), LR 30:2019
(September 2004), LR 31:3115 (December 2005), LR
33:437 (March 2007) , LR 34:1390 (July 2008).

Chapter 8. TOPS-Tech Award
8803. Establishing Eligibility
A.l.a.—Ada. ...

b. if the student joins the United States
Armed Forces within one year after graduating from
an eligible Louisiana or an eligible non-Louisiana
high school or from an eligible out of country high
school, enroll not later than the semester, excluding
summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following the 5th anniversary of the date that the
student graduated from high school or not later than
the semester, excluding summer semesters or
sessions, immediately following the wwithin one year
anniversary of the student’s frem—thedate—of
separation from active duty diseharge, whichever is
earlier; or

c. if the student is eligible under the
provisions of §803.A.5.d, enroll not later than the
semester or term, excluding summer semesters or
sessions, immediately following the first anniversary
of the date the student completed the home study
program, which is deemed to be May 31; or

d. if the student is eligible under the
provisions of §803.A.5.d and has joined and is on
active duty with the United States Armed Forces
within one year of the date the student completed the
home study program, which is deemed to be May 31,
enroll not later than the semester or term, excluding
summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following the 5th anniversary of the date the student
completed the home study program, or not later than
the semester, excluding summer semesters or
sessions, immediately following the within one year
from—the—date—of—anniversary of the student’s
separation from active duty diseharge, whichever is
earlier; and

AS5.—B4b.ii. ...

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with
R.S. 17:3021-3025, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student
Financial Assistance Commission, Office of Student
Financial Assistance, LR 24:1904 (October 1998), amended
LR 24:2237 (December 1998), LR 25:1795 (October
1999), LR 26:65 and 67 (January 2000), LR 26:1602
(August 2000), LR 26:1997 (September 2000), LR 26:2269
(October 2000), LR 26:2754 (December 2000), LR 27:36
(January 2001), LR 27:1220 (August 2001), repromulgated
LR 27:1854 (November 2001), amended LR 28:447

(March 2002), LR 28:773 (April 2002), LR 28:2330
(November 2002), LR 29:554 (April 2003), LR 30:1164
(June 2004), LR 30:2019 (September 2004), LR 31:39
(January 2005), LR 31:3114 (December 2005), LR 33:437
(March 2007), LR 33:2614 (December 2007), LR 35:230
(February 2009).

Interested persons may submit written comments on
the proposed changes (SG10111NI) until 4:30 p.m.,
December 10, 2009, to Melanie Amrhein, Executive

Director, Office of Student Financial Assistance, P.O.
Box 91202, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-9202.

George Badge Eldredge
General Counsel
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