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NOTICE OF INTENT 
Student Financial Assistance Commission 

Office of Student Financial Assistance 
Scholarship/Grant Programs 
(LAC 28:IV.301, 507, 703) 

 
The Louisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission (LASFAC) announces its intention 

to amend its Scholarship/Grant rules (LSA-R.S. 17:3021-3025, LSA-R.S. 3041.10-3041.15, 
LSA-R.S. 17:3042.1, LSA-R.S. 17:3048.1, LSA-R.S. 17:3048.5 and LSA-R.S. 17:3048.6). 

This rulemaking will implement Act 232 of the 2009 Regular Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature by expanding the definition of “returning student” for purposes of the Taylor 
Opportunity Program (TOPS) to include those students who first enroll as a first-time freshmen 
in an eligible college or university in Louisiana, subsequently enroll in an out-of-state college or 
university and then return to an eligible college or university in Louisiana during the 2009-2010 
academic year or thereafter.   

This rulemaking will implement the provisions of Act 232 that provide a grace period for 
students returning to Louisiana during the 2007-2008 academic year (college) or thereafter of up 
to 120 days after the final deadline for receipt of the application to return from an out-of-state 
college.  Eligibility for the award will be reduced by one semester if the application is one to 60 
days late and by two semesters if the application is 61 to 120 days late.  An application received 
more than 120 days after the deadline will not be considered. 

The proposed rule has no known impact on family formation, stability, or autonomy, as 
described in LSA-R.S. 49:972.  (SG10109NI) 

 
Chapter 3.  Definitions 

§301. Definitions 

A. Words and terms not otherwise defined in 
these rules shall have the meanings ascribed to such 
words and terms in this Section. Where the masculine 
is used in these rules, it includes the feminine, and 
vice versa; where the singular is used, it includes the 
plural, and vice versa. 

* * * 

Returning Student―a student who graduated from 
high school beginning with academic year (high 
school): 

a.  2001-2002, and met all the academic 
requirements for a TOPS Award, but who enrolled for 
the first time as a full-time student no later than the 
deadline established in §703.A.4 in an out-of-state 
postsecondary institution accredited by a regional 
accrediting organization recognized by the United 
States Department of Education and, thereafter, 
returns to Louisiana and enrolls as a full-time student 
in an eligible college or university.; or 

b. Who was determined eligible for a TOPS 
opportunity, performance or honors award and 

enrolled for the first time as a full-time student no 
later than the deadline established in §703.A.4 in an  
eligible college or university in Louisiana, 
subsequently enrolled in an out-of-state 
postsecondary institution accredited by a regional 
accrediting organization recognized by the United 
States Department of Education and, thereafter, 
returns to Louisiana and enrolls as a full-time student 
in an eligible college or university during or after the 
2009-2010 academic year (college). 

* * * 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with 
R.S. 17:3021-3025, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student 
Financial Assistance Commission, Office of Student 
Financial Assistance, LR 22:338 (May 1996), 
repromulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998), amended LR 
24:1898 (October 1998), LR 24:2237 (December 1998), 
LR 25:256 (February 1999), LR 25:654 (April 1999), LR 
25:1458 and 1460 (August 1999), LR 25:1794 (October 
1999), LR 26:65 (January 2000), LR 26:688 (April 2000), 
LR 26:1262 (June 2000), LR 26:1601 (August 2000), LR 
26:1993, 1999 (September 2000), LR 26:2268 (October 
2000), LR 26:2752 (December 2000), LR 27:36 (January 
2001), LR 27:284 (March 2001), LR 27:1219 (August 
2001), LR 27:1840 (November 2001), LR 27:1875 
(November 2001), LR 28:45 (January 2002), LR 28:446 
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(March 2002), LR 28:772 (April 2002), LR 28:2330, 2331 
(November 2002), LR 29:555 (April 2003), LR 29:879 
(June 2003), LR 30:1159 (June 2004), LR 30:2015 
(September 2004), LR 31:36 (January 2005), LR 31:3112 
(December 2005), LR 33:86 (January 2007), LR 33:439 
(March 2007), LR 33:1339 (July 2007), LR 33:2612 
(December 2007), LR 34:234 (February 2008), LR 34:1388 
(July 2008), LR 34:1884 (September 2008), LR 35:228 
(February 2009). 

Chapter 5.  Applications, Federal 
Grant Aid and ACT Test 

§507. Final Deadline for Submitting 
Documentation of Eligibility 

A. – C.3.a. … 

b.i To receive the full benefits of a TOPS 
award as provided in §701.E, returning Returning 
students, who enroll in an eligible college or 
university in the fall semester of 2007 or later, must 
submit an application to return from an out-of-state 
college no later than July 1 immediately following 
the academic year (college) the student enrolls as a 
full-time student in an eligible college or university 
and must submit any supporting documentation 
required by the application no later than January 15 
following the July 1 deadline. 

 ii. If an application to return from an out-
of-state college is received after the July 1 deadline 
as provided in the clause above, but not later than 60 
days after that date, the time period of eligibility for 
the award shall be reduced by one semester, two 
quarters, or an equivalent number of units at an 
eligible institution which operates on a schedule 
based on units other than semesters or quarters. 

 iii. If an application to return from an out-
of-state college is received more than 60 days after 
the July 1 deadline as provided in the clause above, 
but not later than 120 days after that date, the time 
period of eligibility for the award shall be reduced by 
two semesters, three quarters, or an equivalent 
number of units at an eligible institution which 
operates on a schedule based on units other than 
semesters or quarters. 

 iv. An application to return from an out-of-
state college received more than 120 days after the 
July 1 deadline shall not be considered. 

 v. If a prescribed deadline date falls on a 
weekend or holiday, it will automatically be extended 
to the next business day. 

c. Examples 

 i. A returning student who enrolled in an 
eligible college or university in the fall semester of 
2005 must submit the application to return from an 
out-of-state college no later than July 1, 2006, and 

any required supporting documentation such as 
college transcripts no later than April 15, 2007. 

 ii. A returning student who enrolled in an 
eligible college or university in the spring semester of 
2007 must submit the application to return from an 
out-of-state college no later than July 1, 2007, and 
any required supporting documentation such as 
college transcripts no later than April 15, 2008. 

 iii. A returning student who enrolled in an 
eligible college or university in the fall semester of 
2007 must submit the application to return from an 
out-of-state college no later than July 1, 2008, and 
any required supporting documentation such as 
college transcripts no later than January 15, 2009. 

 iv. A returning student who enrolled in an 
eligible college or university in the spring semester of 
2008 must submit the application to return from an 
out-of-state college no later than July 1, 2008, and 
any required supporting documentation such as 
college transcripts no later than January 15, 2009. 

 v. A returning student who enrolls in an 
eligible college or university in the fall semester of 
2009 must submit the application to return from an 
out-of-state college no later than July 1, 2010, and 
any required supporting documentation such as 
college transcripts no later than January 15, 2011. 

 vi. A returning student who enrolls in an 
eligible college or university in the fall semester of 
2009, and whose application to return from an out-of-
state college is received on July 10, 2010, will be 
eligible for a TOPS award reduced by one semester 
or two quarters if any required supporting 
documentation such as college transcripts is received 
no later than January 15, 2011. 

 vii. A returning student who enrolls in an 
eligible college or university in the fall semester of 
2009, and whose application to return from an out-of-
state college is received on September 10, 2010, will 
be eligible for a TOPS award reduced by two 
semesters or three quarters if any required supporting 
documentation such as college transcripts is received 
no later than January 15, 2011. 

C.4.a. – D.3. … 

E. The reduction of the student's period of 
eligibility for this award under §507.C above shall 
not be cumulative with any reduction under §505.D 
or §509.C. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with 
R.S. 17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student 
Financial Assistance Commission, Office of Student 
Financial Assistance, LR 22:338 (May 1996), 
repromulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998), amended LR 
24:1901 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:1847 
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(November 2001), amended LR 28:447 (March 2002), LR 
30:1161 (June 2004), LR 30:1471 (July 2004), LR 30:2019 
(September 2004), LR 32:2238 (December 2006), LR 
33:2357 (November 2007), LR 34:1389 (July 2008), LR 
34:1884 (September 2008). 

Chapter 7.  Taylor Opportunity 
Program for Students (TOPS) 

Opportunity, Performance, and 
Honors Awards 

§703. Establishing Eligibility 

A. – G.2 … 

H. Returning Students 

1. A returning student, as defined in §301, is 
eligible for a TOPS Award if: 

a. he submits an application to return from 
an out-of-state college  request for reinstatement that 
includes: 

H.1.a.i. – J.4.b.ii. … 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with 
R.S. 17:3021-3025, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student 
Financial Assistance Commission, Office of Student 
Financial Assistance, LR 22:338 (May 1996), 
repromulgated LR 24:636 (April 1998), amended LR 
24:1902 (October 1998), LR 24:2237 (December 1998), 
LR 25:257 (February 1999), LR 25:655 (April 1999), LR 
25:1794 (October 1999), LR 26:64, 67 (January 2000), LR 
26:689 (April 2000), LR 26:1262 (June 2000), LR 26:1602 
(August 2000), LR 26:1996, 1999, 2001 (September 2000), 
LR 26:2268 (October 2000), LR 26:2753 (December 
2000), LR 27:36 (January 2001), LR 27:702 (May 2001), 
LR 27:1219, 1219 (August 2001), repromulgated LR 
27:1850 (November 2001), amended LR 28:772 (April 
2002), LR 28:2330, 2332 (November 2002), LR 29:125 
(February 2003), LR 29:2372 (November 2003), LR 
30:1162 (June 2004), LR 30:1471 (July 2004), LR 30:2019 
(September 2004), LR 31:37 (January 2005), LR 31:2213 
(September 2005), LR 31:3112 (December 2005), LR 
32:2239 (December 2006), LR 33:435 (March 2007), LR 
33:2357 (November 2007), LR 33:2612 (December 2007), 
LR 34:1389 (July 2008), LR 35:228 (February 2009). 
Interested persons may submit written comments on 
the proposed changes (SG10109NI) until 4:30 p.m., 
September 10, 2009, to Melanie Amrhein, Executive 
Director, Office of Student Financial Assistance, P.O. 
Box 91202, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-9202. 
 
 
___________________________________ 

George Badge Eldredge 
General Counsel 


