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Title 28
EDUCATION

Part IV. Student Financial Assistance Hi g her

Educati on

Scholarship and Grant Programs

Chapter 1. Scope

8§101. Introduction

A. Statutory Authority. The Louisiana Student Financial
Assistance Commission (LASFAC) was created by Chapter
20, Higher Education Assistance, Louisiana Revised $tatut
of 1950, comprised of R.S. 17:363036, for the purpose of
supervising, controlling, directing and administering state
and federal programs to provide loans to assist persons in
meeting the expenses of higher education, and State and
Federal Scholarshi and Grant Programs for higher
education. The Louisiana Office of Student Financial
Assistance (LOSFA), under authority of the Commission,
Administers State and Federal R8sttondary Student
Scholarship, Grant and Loan Programs.

B. Agency's Mission Stateent. The mission of LOSFA
is to administer the federal and state student aid programs
that are assigned to the Louisiana Student Financial
Assistance Commission.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgatd by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1897 (October 9B), LR 27:1841 (November
2001), LR 33:439 (March 2007).

8103. Purpose

A. LAC 28:IV provides the rules and regulations
governing participation in the Scholarship and Grant
Programs administered by LASFAC including, but not
limited to:

1. applicants and recipients;

2. high school counselors;

3. principals and headmasters;
4. superntendents;

5. college and university financial aid directors and
staff; and

6. federal and state authorities.

B. LAC 28:IV was developed to meet the following
objectives:

1. establish scholarship and grant policies and
procedures that implement and explairinterpret statutes;

2. define the program responsibilities of participants
(applicants, recipients, and high school, school board and
postsecondary institution officials);

3. ensure that scholarships and grants are awarded in
accordance with statute@ legislative intent;

4. establish procedures to monitor the performance of
scholarship and grant recipients;

5. ensure compliance with statutory and regulatory
provisions governing the administered programs.

C. Since these rules and regulations can eeith
anticipate nor address every situation that might be
encountered in the administration of the Scholarship and
Grant Programs included herein, participants in doubt about
the applicability or interpretation of a rule or regulation in
LAC 28:1V are advisd to contact LOSFA for guidance.

D. LAC 28:IV shall be amended and updated as
necessary. Such updates will be forwarded to institutions in
the form of Scholarship and Grant Program Memoranda
(SGPM), or Taylor Opportunity Program for Students
(TOPS) Bulleths. These memoranda and bulletins will cover
additions, deletions, revisions and clarifications to the rules
and regulations. In compliance with Act 1302 of the 1999
Regular Session of the Legislature, information shall be
mailed to the president and supéendent of each city and
parish school board in the state, the principal and counselors
of each high school in the state, the chancellor, director of
financial aid, business office, auditor and registrar of each
public postsecondary school in the stated each regionally
accredited independent college or university which is a
member of the Louisiana Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by theStudent Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1897 (October 1998), LR 26:65 (January 2000),
repromulgated LR7:1841 (Mvember 2001), amended LR:387
(February 2009).

8105. Effective Date

A. These rules and regulations are effective for awards
beginning with the 19989 academic year.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Firgal
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
LR 24:1898 (October 1998), LR 27:1841 (November 2001).

8107. Authority to Audit
A. By participating in the Scholarship and Grant

Programs administered by LASFAC and described in LAC
28:1V, all participants, including high schools and post
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secondary institutions, grant LASFAC and the Louisiana
legislative auditor the right to inspect records and perform
onsite audits of each ingtition's administration of the
programs for the purpose of determining the institution's
compliance with state law and LASFAC's rules and
regulations.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Stedt Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1898 (October 1998), LR 27:1841 (November
2001).

§109.

A. The exclusion of a person from equal opportunity for
a Louisiana Scholarship and/or Grant Program administered
by LASFAC because of race, religion, sex, handicap,
national origin or ancestry is prohibited. No policy or
procedure of this agew shall be interpreted as superseding
or contradicting this prohibition.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1898 (October 1998), LR 27:1841 (November
2001).

§111.

A. All certifications of student performance whichea
submitted to LASFAC for the purpose of determining a
student's eligibility for an award under a student aid program
administered by LASFAC shall be by sworn affidavit of the
certifying official and such official shall be subject to
criminal law applicale to false swearing.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:632 (A{r998),
amended LR 24:1898 (October 1998), LR 27:1841 (November
2001).

Discrimination Prohibition

Criminal Penalties

Chapter 3. Definitions

8§301. Definitions

A. Words and terms not otherwise defined in this
Chapter shall have the meanings ascribed to such words and
terms in this Section. Where theastuline is used in these
rules, it includes the feminine, and vice versa; where the
singular is used, it includes the plural, and vice versa.

AcademicYeaf col | ege) '

a. Through the 2002008 academic year, the two
and fouryear college and university academic year begins
with the fall term of the award year, includes the winter
term, if applicable, and concludes with the completion of the
spring term of tk award year. Intersessions ending during
the academic year are included in the academic year. The
two- and fouryear college and university academic year
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does not include summer sessions or intersessions that do
not end during the academic year.

b. During the 20082009 academic year, the
academic year begins with the fall term of the award year,
includes the winter term, if applicable, and concludes with
the completion of the intersession immediately following the
spring term of the award year. Intersessi@nding during
the academic year, including the intersession immediately
following the spring term, are included in the academic year.
The two and fouryear college and university academic year
does not include summer sessions or other intersessions.

c. Beginning with the 2002010 academic year and
thereafter, the academic year begins with the fall term of the
award year and concludes with the completion of the spring
term of the award year or the intersession immediately
following the spring term if sth intersession ends no later
than June 15, whichever is later. Any intersession or term
that begins and ends during the academic year is included.
The two and fouryear college and university academic year
does not include other intersessions or summssisns. See
the definition of intersession below.

Academic Year (High School h e aacadenscl
yearfor high school begins on September 1 of the fall term,
includes the winter, spring, and summer terms and ends on
the next August 31. This definition is not to be confused with
the Louisiana Department of Education's definitiosadfool
year, which is found in Louisiana Department of Education
Bulletin 741.

ACT Scoret he highest composite
student on the official ACT test (including national,
international, military or special test types) or an equivalent
scoe, as determined by the comparison tables used by
LASFAC, on an equivalent Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT).
ACT or SAT test scores which are unofficial, including so
called "residual" test scores, are not acceptable for purposes
of determining program elibility.

Application to Return from an Ouwff-State College a
form that must be submitted by students who first enroll full
time in an accredited ouwif-state college or university and
who then return to an eligible Louisiana college or university
and want to apply for TOPS eligibility.

Average Award Amount (TOP®ch) is applicable to
those students awarded the TORSh and TOPS
Opportunity, Performance, and Honors Awards who attend a
regionally accredited independent college or university in
Louisiana that is a member of the Louisiana Association of
IndependentColleges and Universities or who attend an
eligible cosmetology or proprietary school and are enrolled
in a vocational, technical education certificate or diploma
program or noracademic undergraduate degree program,
and is determined by dividing the totdbllar value of
awards, which are made to students enrolled in the same
types of programs in the prior program year @academic
program) at eligible public colleges and universities that do
not offer academic degrees at the baccalaureate level, by the
total number of students that received the awards. To ensure
that the average award amount (TOPS Tech) is not reduced
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for students during program year (racademic program)
20062007 because of the adverse affects of Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita on studeenrollment, the average award
amount (TOPS Tech) for program year (ramademic
program) 2008007 shall be the same as calculated for
program year (noacademic program) 2062006.

Award Amount an amount equal to tuition at the school
attended, for those students attending a Louisiana public
college or university, as determined by the commission,
which may be used by the student to pay any educational
experse included in that student'so&t of attendance." The
amount paid for TOPS and TOH®Bch Awards shall be as
follows.

a. For students with the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance, and Honors Award attending a Louisiana
public college or university and enrolled in an academic
degree program, the amdushall equal the actual cost of
tuition.

b. For students with the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance, and Honors Award attending a regionally
accredited independent college or university in Louisiana
that is a member of the Louisiana Association of
Independen Colleges and Universities or an aftstate
college or university if all of the conditions of §703.1 are met
and enrolled in an academic degree program, the amount
shall equal theveighted average award amount

c. For students with the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance, and Honors Award attending a Louisiana
public college or university and enrolled in a program for a
vocational or technical education certificate or diploma or a
nonacademic undergraduate degree, the amount shall equal
the actual cost dfition.

d. For students with the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance, and Honors Award attending a regionally
accredited independent college or university in Louisiana
that is a member of the Louisiana Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities or whterat an
eligible cosmetology or proprietary school and enrolled in a
program for a vocational or technical education certificate or
diploma or a noracademic undergraduate degree, the
amount shall equal the average award amount (TG#e8).

e. For students with the TOPSTech Award
attending an eligible public college or university that does
not offer an academic undergraduate degree at the
baccalaureate level or higher and enrolled in a program for a
vocational or technical education certificate or diplonaa
nonacademic undergraduate degree, the amount shall equal
the actual cost difiition.

f. For students with a TOPBech Award attending
an eligible college or university that offers an academic
undergraduate degree at the baccalaureate level or higher
and enrolled in a program for a vocational or technical
education certificate or diploma or a Racademic
undergraduate degree, the amount shall equabhvtieeage
award amounfTOPSTech).

g. For students with the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance, and Honowsward enrolled in a Louisiana
professional school, the amount shall be equal tauitien
charged or thetuition charged a student pursuing a
baccalaureate degree at the highest cost public school,
whichever is less or thweighted average award amount
depending upon whether the Louisiana professional school is
a public or private school.

h. For students with the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance and Honors Award enrolled in a Louisiana
Graduate Degree Program, the amount shall be equal to the
tuition or the tuition charged for a student while pursuing a
baccalaureate degree at the highest cost public school in the
state, whichever is less.

Award Year t haeademic year (collegey program year
(nonacademic programyluring which a TOPS Award is
paid.

BESE Board of El ementary and
elected and appointed body with statutory oversight of
Louisiana special, elementary and secondaryasho

Cost of Attendancet he t ot al amount i
to go to school, usually expressed as amademic year
figure. This cost is determined by the school in compliance
with Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as
amended, and is annuallupdated and adopted by the
institution. The cost of education coverxdtion and fees,
oncampus room and board (or a housing and food
allowance for offcampus students) and allowances for
books, supplies, transportation, childcare, costs related to a
disability, and miscellaneous expenses. Also included are
reasonable costs for eligible programs of study abroad. An
allowance (determined by the school) is included for

reasonable costs connected with a student's employment as

part of a Cooperative Educati Program.

Court Ordered Custodignan adul t
of competent jurisdiction to have custody and care of a
minor, and who demonstrates the requirement to provide the
primary support for such minor.

Dependent Studenta st udent whan his s
parents for support and therefore is required to include
parental information on the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) or renewal FAFSA.

Disabled Studenta student wh o has
learning, visual, hearing, or physical disakmbt diagnosed
by a person licensed or certified to diagnose such disability,
when the diagnosis states the need for the student to be
provided special accommodations relative to the curriculum
requirement.

Eligible Colleges or UniversitesL oui si ana
colleges or universites and regionally accredited
independent colleges or universities in the state that are
members of the Louisiana Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities; for recipients of the TOPS Tech
Award only, beginning wit the 208-2010 Academic Year
(college), and for recipients of the TOPS Tech, Opportunity,
Performance and Honors Award, beginning with the 2010

Louisiana Administrative Code September 2011

t

appoi nt e

d ¢

p



EDUCATION

2011 academic year diege), any school that has a valid
and current certificate of registration issued by the State
Board of Cosmetology in accordance with law and that is
accredited by an accrediting organization recognized by the
United States Department of Education and any proprietary
school that has a valid and current license issued by the
Board of Regents in accamce with law and that is
accredited by an accrediting organization recognized by the
United States Department of Education.

Eligible Cosmetology or Proprietary Schooh
cosmetology or proprietary school that is included as an
eligible college or university in thiSection.

Eligible Noncitizen a n i ndividual
documentation from th&). S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services(USCIS) or its successor that kein the U.S. for
other than a temporary purpose with the intention of
becoming a citizen or permanent resident, including, but not
limited to, refugees, persons granted asylum, Cutbaitian
entrants, temporary residents under the recent Immigration
Reform and Control Act of 1986, and others. A permanent
resident of the United States must provide documentation
from the USCIS to verify permanent residency. For 1997,
1998 and 1999 high school graduates, an eligible noncitizen
shall be treated as meetingethitizenship requirements for
an award under this Part.

Eligible NonGraduatée a st udent who
from high school or completed a home study program
approved byBESE but who meets all the criteria listed in
§703.A.5.9.

Eligible NonLouisianaHigh School and Eligible Ouf-
State High School and Eligible Out of Country High
School s e e A1701. A. 3,
respectively.

Exceptional Child a student defined as axceptional
child in accordance with R.S. 17:1943(4), excluding gifted
and talented.

Expected Family Contribution (EFC)a n
determined by a formula established by Congress, that
indicates how much of a family's financial resources should
be available to help pay for the studentst of attendance
Factors such as takle and nontaxable income, assets (such
as savings and checking accounts), and benefits (for

example, unemployment or Social Security) are all
considered in this calculation.
Fee Schedulea l'isting otdition tamde

mandatory fees for attendandeaapostsecondary school as
defined by the institution.

First-Time Freshmana st udent who i s
opportunity, performance, or honors and enrolls for the first
time as a fulitime freshman in an academic program in a
postsecondary school subsequéo high school graduation,
and is enrolled fultime at the end of the 14th class day or
later (9th class day or later for Louisiana Tech) or enrolls for
the first time, fulitime in a Louisiana public community or
technical college that offers a Voaatal or Technical
Education Certificate or Diploma Program or a -+on
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academic undergraduate degree to pursue a skill,
occupational training, or technical training subsequent to
high school graduation, and is enrolled Huthe at the end

of the 14th classay or later (9th class day or later for term
and quarter institutionsA student who is awarded TOPS
opportunity, performance, or honors and begins in an
academic program in a pestcondary college or university

in a summer session will be consideredst-time freshman

for the immediately succeeding fall term. A student who is
awarded TOPS opportunity, performance, or honors and
begins in a nomcademic program in a pestcondary
school in a summer term will be considered a -firse
freshman at thdime of such enrollment. The fact that a
Ho&econdary school prior to
graduation from high school and/or enrolls less than full
time in a possecondary school prior to the required date for
full time enrollment shall not preclude ehstudent from
being a firsttime freshman.

First-Time Studenta st udent wh o-Tdcts
and enrolls for the first time, futime in a Louisiana public
community or technical college that offers a Vocational or
Technical Education Certificate or Diploma Program or a
nonacademic undergraduate degree to yeirsa skill,
occupational training, or technical training subsequent to
high school graduation, and continues to be enrolled full
time. The fact that a student who is awarded TOE&h

a Wwe

h a senrBIg ih andabalieintt drogfath at a mestondary school

prior or subsguent to graduation from high school, but prior
to the required date for full time enrollment in a Louisiana
public community or technical college that offers a
Vocational or Technical Education Certificate or Diploma
Program or a neacademic undergradéategree, shall not

preclude the, sgudent fromdoaindigt-time student
Full-Time Student
a. a student enrolled in an institution of higher

education who is carrying a fetiime academic workload as
determined by the school under the standards appidabl

a mo u n #ll students enrolled

b. for continuation purposes, a student must be
enrolled fulttime at the end of the 14th class day or later at a
semester school or the 9th class day or later at a quarter or
term school;

c. for continuation purposes, a studentonsidered
to have met the fullime requirement if by the completion of
the acadt?mic year he has earned at least 24 hours of total

A Gelit' R reported by the institution for the fall and spring

semesters at institutions defining 12 semester hourseas th
minimum for standing as a fufime undergraduate or as
repevtedr hy éhg ingtitotrs for the fall, winter and spring
guarters at institutions defining eight quarter hours as the
minimum for standing as a fufime undergraduate. For
purposes of TOPS andxeept where specified otherwise
within these rules, a student shall be credited for hours
earned as reported by the institution which the student
attends in accordance with that institution's published
policies. Students should be aware that these polinBs
differ depending on the school the student attends (see
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88705.A, 705.D, 805.A, and 907.A for more expanded
TOPS requirements);

d. for programs which permit graduate study, a
graduate student must have earned at least 18 hours of total
credit during tle fall, winter and spring terms;

e. a student enrolled in two or more institutions of
higher education when such multiple enrollment is necessary
for the student to gain access to the courses required for
completion of the degree in the chosen discipling &here
the total number of hours earned at all institutions during the
academic year is the equivalent of carrying a-tinile
academic workload as determined by the institution which
will award the degree;

f. correspondence courses may not be used to
edablish full time status.

g. a student enrolled in an eligible cosmetology or
proprietary school who is considered by the school to be
enrolled full time on a biling date as provided in
§1903.B.2.b.

High School Graduatef or t he pur poses
defined as a student certified by award of a high school
diploma to have satisfactorily completed the required units
at a high school meeting the eligibility requirements of these
rules or a student who has completedBSEApproved
home study program in accordance with the requirements of
this Chapter and has reported suclBBESE A student who
graduates at any time during academic year (high school)
shall be deemed to have graduated on May 31 of that year
for the prpose of applying deadlines. For the purpose of
determining when a student must begin festondary
enroliment, all students that report completion of an
approved home study programB&SEduring anacademic
year (high schoolare deemed to have gradeciton May 31
of that year.

Honors Curriculum Coursesany cour se des
the respective school district as advanced placement, honors
or gifted.

Independent Studenta st udent who meet
the criteria listed in Subparagraphsf aor has ben
determined independent by a financial aid officer exercising
professional judgment in accordance with applicable
provisions of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as
amended:

a. reached 24 years of age prior to January of the
year preceding thacademic gar for which the student is
applying for aid;

b. is a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces, including
a student who was activated to serve in Operation Desert
Storm;

c. is anorphanor a ward of the court or was a ward
of the court until age 18;

d. has legatlependents other than a spouse;

e. Iis a graduate or professional student;

f. is married.

Intersession

a. During the 2008009 academic year, an
academic term between regular semesters/terms that
provides credit courses to students in an intensive,

condensd format.

b. Beginning with the 2002010 academic year,
any academic term that provides credit courses to students in
an intensive, condensed format that is no longer than 15
class days.

active

Legal Guardian a n adul t a p poort oft e d
competent jurisdiction to have custody and care of a minor,
and who demonstrates the requirement to provide the
primary support for such minor. Also referred to asoart
ordered custodian

Joinn enters on duty.

Louisiana Resident

a. any independent studenbr any d@endent
stdent witle & eastr ond parent amirt ®rdered custodian
who has resided in the state for a minimum of 24
consecutive months immediately preceding the month of
high school graduation or the month of May in Hvademic
year (high schoolthat astudent completes a home study
program or some other period of residency which is required
to qualify the person for a specific program administered by
the LASFAC. To qualify for a program under Part IV of
these rules, in addition to the certification egidency found
on the application form, the administering agency may
require anindependent studemipplicant or the parent(s) or
court ordered custodianf a dependent student applicant to
show proof of residency. Residency may be established by
completion of a standard affidavit developed by the
administering agency. Such affidavits must be completed in
their entiret th@gndependent studempplicant or by at
Iﬁea%tnor?etpérgzt mgbﬁ{t ordered custodianf the dependent
student applicant and be sworn &nd notarized by a
licensed notary public. Further, the affiant shall be required
te subntit relcaeda 81 tsuppom ef the &ffidavit to include the
following records and such other records as may be required
by the administering agency:

i. if registered to wte, a Louisiana voters
registration card; and

ii. if licensed to drive a motor vehicle, a Louisiana
driver's license; and

iii.  if owning a motor vehicle located in Louisiana,
a Louisiana registration for that vehicle; and

iv.
return;

b. any member of the Armed Forces on active duty
whose official state of legal residence is Louisiana as
demonstrated by the member's DD Form 2058 validated by

the member's military personnel officer or other
documentary proo&dnd who has filed a Louisiana tax return

if earning a reportable @ome, a Louisiana tax
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for the most recent two years in compliance with Clause a.iv,
above;

c. any member of the Armed Forces who is
stationed in Louisiana under permanent change of station
orders and who, not later than 180 days afégorting to
such station, changes his military DD Form 2058 to reflect
Louisiana as his state of legal residence, and complies with
all Louisiana income tax laws and regulations while
stationed in Louisiana. A copy of the Permanent Change of
Station (PCSPrders and a DD Form 2058 validated by the
member's military personnel officer and showing Louisiana
as the member's state of legal residence must be submitted to
the Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance
(LOSFA) at the time the service membelependent applies
for TOPS. The DD Form 2058 must reflect that it was filed
within 180 days after the member reported to duty at a duty
station in Louisiana;

d. a parent or comrdered custodian who is living
outside the United States and its territeries actively
engaged in work or another activity on behalf of a Louisiana
employer or sponsor, and is not on active duty with the
United States armed forces, may meet the residency
requirement for dependent students by providing a sworn
affidavit with sypporting evidence that the parent or ceurt
ordered custodian complies with all of the following:

i. was a resident of Louisiana who actually lived
in Louisiana for at least the 24 months preceding the date he
started the work or activity outside the UditStates and its
territories;

ii. was assigned duties outside the United States
and its territories by a Louisiana employer or sponsor and
continues to be employed by the employer or perform duties
for the sponsor through the date of the student's griaduat
from high school or completion of a home study program
approved byBESE

iii. has remained a resident of Louisiana through
the date of the student's graduation from high school or
completion of a home study program approved by the State
Board of Elematary and Secondary Education. Evidence
may include a Louisiana voters registration card, a Louisiana
driver's license, a Louisiana registration for an owned
vehicle, a Louisiana tax return, notarized affidavits, copies
of correspondence from the employ@rsponsor providing
the reason for living outside the United States and its
territories and the time period of the work or activity, copies
of visas, copies of foreign housing documentation, and
copies of other documents that demonstrate a presence in
Louisiana or a foreign country during the required period of
time;

e. effective for high school graduatebeginning
with academic year (high school0022003, any
independent or dependent student who actually resides in
Louisiana during his last two full yesaof high school. In
order to qualify pursuant to this Subsection, the student's
high school transcript must reflect that the student earned
credit for the last four semesters of high school immediately

Louisiana Administrative Code September 2011 6

prior to graduation and graduated from an approved
Louisiana high school;

f. effective for high school graduatebeginning
with academic year (high school) 26R001, any dependent
student who actually resided in Louisiana during his last two
full years of high school and whose parent is a member of
the Unied States Armed Forces living in Louisiana under
permanent change of station orders, but who does not claim
Louisiana as his official state of legal residence. In order to
qualify pursuant to this Subsection, the student's high school
transcript must refict that the student earned credit for the
last four semesters of high school immediately prior to
graduation and graduated from an approved Louisiana high
school;

g. effective forhigh school graduates of academic
year (high school2001-2002 and 20022003, any dependent
student who was continuously enrolled in a Louisiana public
high school or nonpublic high school that is approved by
BESEduring his last two full years of high school, whose
parent orcourt ordered custodian:

i. is a resident of a statbat adjoins Louisiana;
and

ii. actually resides in a county that adjoins a
Louisiana parish having a population greater than 41,600
and less than 42,400 according to the federal 2000 census;
and

iii. has filed a Louisiana state income tax return
and conplied with state income tax laws and regulations; or

iv. is assessed ad valorem taxes on property
owned in Louisiana.

In order to qualify pursuant to this Subsection, the student's
high school transcript must reflect that the student earned
credit for thelast four semesters of high school immediately
prior to graduation and graduated from an approved Louisiana
high school.

h. For any dependent student graduating from an
outof-state high school during the 26@607 academic year
(high school) whose pareat courtordered custodian was a
member of the United States armed forces who, in the year
2006, moved from Louisiana under permanent change of
station orders and retired from the armed forces, and
changed his military personnel records to reflect a charfig
his state of legal residence from Louisiana to another state,
shall meet the requirements of this Item, provided that such
parent or courbrdered custodian changes his military
personnel records from the other state to reestablish
Louisiana as his ate of legal residence no later than July 1,
2007, and has filed a Louisiana state income tax return for
the two years preceding the date of the dependent's
graduation from high school.

Merit Ranking Formula a mathematical equation
incorporating selected enit factors that is used to rank
eligible applicants in the priority by which initial
competitive scholarships are to be awarded. As of July 1,
1997, the TOPS Teacher Award and Rockefeller State
Wildlife Scholarship are the only programs in which
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applicarts are competitively ranked. The following formulas
for the merit ranking of scholarship applicants provide for
the equating of scores for high school graduating seniors and
college students.

a. Formula | applies to applicants for the
Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship with less than 24
hours of graded college credit and to applicants for the
TOPS Teacher Award with less than 48 hours of graded
college credit:

ACT

HEE2 xe0y+ ((B=T) x40)

Merit Score= ((
4.00

b. Formula IA applies to applicants forthe
Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship who are qualified
home study completers with less than 24 hours of graded
college credit:

Merit Score = (_ACT yx10C

c. Formula II' applies 3§ ‘applicants for the
Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship with 24 or more
hours of graded colie credit and to applicants for the
TOPS Teacher Award with 48 or more hours of graded
college credit:

Merit Score = ((College_GPA ) x 90)+ ((College Levey 10)
4.00 4

d. Formula Il applies to applicants for the TOPS
Teacher Award. For those applicants majoring in math or
chemistry, an additional 10 points are adide the merit
score determined by Formula | or II, resulting in an adjusted
merit score.

e. Applicants merit scores are ranked in descending
order with the applicant with the highest merit score ranked
first. The number of applicants selected for awasd i
dependent upon the amount of award funds available.

f. In the event of a tie, the eligible applicants will
be ranked based on the following criteria in the order listed:

i. the applicant with more college hours earned,;
or

ii. the student with the higheACT (or equivalent
SAT) score.

Monetary Repaymentf o r purposes of
State Wildlife Scholarship and TOPS Teacher Award
Programs, repaying the scholarship funding received, plus
any interest accrued under the terms of the promissory note
signed by the recipient, if the recipient fails to fulfill the
terms of the program. Segpayment.

On-Line Application sub mi ssi on of a
eligibility determination via the LOSFA TOPS website. If
the applicant does not submit a FAFSA, the
online applicationwill require the student to declare that he
can demonstrate that he is not eligible for federal grant aid.

Orphan a person who does not

because the parent(s) is/are dead or has/have abandoned him

or the parental rigts of the parent(s) has/have been severed
by competent authority.

t he

Over Award f o r the purposeoverof L
awardoccurs when a student received financial aid in excess
of the cost of attendancas established in accordance with
federal Title IV egulations or an award under state programs
to which the student was not entitled.

Program Year (NotAcademic Program)t he schedul
semesters or terms during a year leading to a vocational or
technical education certificate or diploma or a-asademic
undergraduate degree for such programs offered by eligible
colleges and universities, beginning with the fall semester or
term, including the winter term, if applicable, and
concluding with the spring semester or term or the
equivalent schedule at an itigtion which operates on units
other than semesters or terms. Enrollment in a summer term,
semester or session is not required to maintain eligibility for
an award.

Qualified Summer Session h o s e summer S
(includes terms and semesters conducted during the summer)
for which the student's institution certifies that:

a. the summer session is required in the student's
degree program for graduation and the student enrolled for at
least theminimum number of hours required for the degree
program for the session; or

b. the student can complete his program's
graduation requirements in the summer session; or

c. the course(s) taken during the summer session is
required for graduation in the pn@gn in which the student
is enrolled and is only offered during the summer session; or

d. the course(s) taken during the summer session is
in a program for a vocational or technical education
certificate or diploma or a neacademic undergraduate
degreepr

e. for the summer of 2006 only, the student is a
displaced student as identified in 82103 Gf these rules,
whose TOPS award was not paid for one or more semesters
during the 2002006 academic year.

f.  beginning with the summer of 2010, prior to the
beginning of the summer session, the student:

i.  has at least 60 academic college credit hours

ii. R ohaskemrblled &sear full time student for the
summer sessigmand

iii.  has signed a form provided by LOSFA:

(a). requesting payment for the summer session
from the studerg remaining TOPS eligibility;

r eques t(b). ktating tee sthidem Snderstands that the use

of the TOPS award for the summer session reduces the
studens TOPS elighility by one semester or term;

(c). stating the student understands that the hours
eaned cannot be used to meet the TOPS requirement to earn

latile¥s€2 hours edth a€ateimit gear; afda r e n 't
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(d) stating the student understands that the a. any and all Certificate, Diploma, Associate of
grades earned during the summer session will be included in  Applied Technology, and Associate of Applied Science
the studeris cumulative grade point average. Programs offered by eligible cofes/universities; and

Refund arefundof school charges that the school makes b. any coordinated and comprehensive course of
to a student or to a creditor on behalf of the student, usually study offered by eligible colleges/universities which
after the student has withdrawn from school. Téfeindto gualifies a student upon completion to sit for testing leading
the student is the difference between the amount the student to and/or meeting national and/or state
paid toward school chiges minus the amount the school professional/occupational linsure and/or certification
keeps for the portion of the payment period that the student requirements.
was enrolled.

With regard to Subparagraph a above, eligible programs must

Repaymentt he amount of the cash @e "ﬁe‘b 'lyt*ie Soard,ph Rpgents inventgry of Dggree and

. . erti rograms.
student must pay back to the school if the student withdraws . 9 _
from the program. If the cash digisement was greater than \éV'th “j;‘gaffd totsﬁrfragr?ah gabOYev_Smef't th: B;ard of
' ' . egents form to Ssoclate Commissioner tor Acaaemic

the student'sost of attendancésftqdents education costs Affairs for review and approval of each proposed course of
al_)ove and beyond the amounttoition and fees) up to the study. Approved courses of study shall be compiled into a
withdrawal date, the student must repay the excess amount. registry and reported to the Office of Student Financial
The actual amount of theefund/repayments determned AtSS(JSt"itncethf thle"f Usﬁog‘gditim'”éng “E('j‘*g'b'“ty,Qf

H ' H H : stuaents wno apply for C \wards unaer provisions
accord|_ng to the school's pOIICy in accordance with federal of this Act. Students enrolled in skills or occupational courses
regulations. Semonetary repayment of study not included in the aforementioned registry shall be

. o judged ineligible for TOPSech Awards.
Reporting Institutioh t h e -spcongldry institution judged neligibe for ech Awards

required by 81903.A of these rules to report a student's Steady Academic régress t h e mai ntenanc
college/university cumulative grade point average. minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.00 on a 4.00
. . scale, exc t eligible c smet ogy or proprietary schools,
Returning Studenta st udent who gra d\Hh@ré t eflng (’jelga ["'grant aid requirement for

school beginning with academic y€high school):

a. 20012002, and met all the academic
requirements for a TOPS Award, but who enrolled for the
first time as a fulltime student no later than the deadline
established in 8703.A.4 in an eoftstate postsecondary
institution accredited by a regional accrediting orgaiign
recognized by the United States Department of Education
and, thereafter, returns to Louisiana and enrolls as-tirhdl
student in an eligible college or university; or TOPS Cumulative Grade Point Average (Academic)h e
grade point average calculated by LOSFA on all academic
courses taken by a student at postsecondary institutions to
determine whether the st has maintainedsteady
academic progresand whether the student has met the
minimum grade point average required to maintain
eligibility for continuation of a TOPS Award. The
cumulative grade point average shall be calculated on a 4.00
scale and mustnclude all academic courses from all
postsecondary institutions attended for which the student has
been awarded a grade. Academic courses taken at a college
or university while the student was still in high school and at
postsecondary institutions otheaththe institution at which

Selective Enriment Program a n advanced theostugleatgsecurrently enrolled must be included in the
course of study with competitive admissions based on a calculation. Grades earned in racademic courses and
student's qualifications including successful completion of  courses taken on a pass/fail basis are not considered in the
required college courses and a minimum college cumulative ~ calculation of the cumulative grade point average.
grade point average. Examples BElective Enrdiment TOPS
Programsnclude, but are not limited to, medical technology,
nursing (Bachelor of Science), occupational therapy,
physical therapy, and radiation technology.

steady academlc progress at that school.

Substantial Finacial Need f o r purposes of
(formerly SSIG) Program onlgubstantial financial need
the difference between the studentst of attendancand
the sum of that student'expected family contribution
(EFC), plus other student aid the studentlig to receive.
The difference thus computed must exceed $199.

b. who was determined eligible for a TOPS
opportunity, performance or honors adand enrolled for
the first time as a fultime student no later than the deadline
established in §703.A.4 in atigible college or university in
Louisiana, subsequently enrolled in an -ofistate
postsecondary institution accredited by a regional
accediting organization recognized by the United States
Department of Education and, thereafter, returns to
Louisiana and enrolls as a ftlime student in an eligible
college or university during or after the 260910 academic
year (college).

Cumulative Grade Point Average
(NonAcademic) t he gr ade point aver
LOSFA on all noracademic courses taken by a student at
postsecondary institutions to determine whether the student

Skill and Occupational Trainingt r ai ni ng def i g @ainipedteasye academic progreasd whether the

Louisiana Board of Regents to be &kill and occupational student has met the minimum grade point ayenequired
training. Currently, the Board of Regents defirggll and to maintain eligibility for continuation of a TOPS Award.
occupational trainingas follows: The cumulative grade point average shall be calculated on a

4.00 scale and must include all racademic courses from

Louisiana Administrative Code September 2011 8



Title 28, Part IV

all postsecondary institutions attended for which the student student by a possecondary institution to cover the student's
has ben awarded a grade. N@cademic courses taken at a share of the cost of instruction, including all other
college or university while the student was still in high mandatory enrollment fees charged to all students except for
school and at postsecondary institutions other than the the technology fee authorized by Act 1450 of the 1997
institution at which the student is currently enrolled must be  Regular Session of the Legifllire:

included in the calculationGrades earned in academic
courses and courses taken on a pass/fail basis are not
considered in the calculation of the cumulative grade point i. any changes in the cost of instruction
average. authorized by the legislature and implemented by the

TOPS Cumulative High School Grade Point Average institution after that date; and

i.  which were in effect as of January 1, 1998;

iii. for programs with alternative scheduling
formats that are approgtén writing by the Board of Regents
after that date. Any payment for enrollment in one of these
programs shall count towards the student's maximum
eligibility for his award:

a. effective for high school graduatebeginning
with academic year (high scho@p022003, the grade point
average calculated by LOSFA including only the grades
achieved in those courses that were used to satisfy core
curriculum requirements. In the event a student has received
credit for more than 16.5 hauof courses that are included (a). up to the equivalent of eight full time
in the core curriculum, the TOP& mulative high school semesters of postsecondary educaitiofull time semesters
grade point averagghall be calculated by using the course  for the TOPS Opportunity, Performance and Honors Award;
in each core curriculum category for which the student or
received the highest grade. For example, if a stubest
taken more than one Advanced Mathematics course, the
cumulative grade point average shall be determined by using
only the course in which the student has received the highest
grade; b. Beginning with the spring semestepiarter or

b. effective for high school graduatebeginning term of the 2012011 award year:
with academic year (gh school)20022003, the grade point i. the tuition and mandatory fees authorized in
average for students qualifying for a performance award Subparagraph a above; or
using a minimumACT scoreof 24 and a minimum grade
point average of 3.00 must include at least 10 unit®abrs
curriculum courseésee §703.A.5.1.ii);

(b). up to the equivalent of two years of
postsecondary education in full time semesters and summer
sessions for the TOPS Tech Award.

i. the tuition fee amount published by the
postsecondary institution, whichever is greater.

Undergraduate Studenta st udent completed h a s

c. effective for high school graduatebeginning >
the requirements for a baccalaureate degree program.

with academic year (high scho@p072008, the grade point
average shall be calculated on 17.5 hours of courses that are  Weighted Average Award Amourt or t hose st uc
included in the core curriculum; the TOPS Opportunity, Performance, and Honors Award
attending a regionally accredited independent college or
university in this state whicis a member of the Louisiana
Association of Independent Colleges and Universities and
enrolled in an academic program, the total dollar value of

d. for those high schools that utilize other than a
4.00 zale, all grade values shall be converted to a 4.00 scale
utilizing the following formula:

Quality PointsAwarded for theCourse _ X (ConvertedQuality Points) award§ made Unde_r TOPS in the primademiq year
MaximunPointsPossiblefor theCourse 4.00(MaximunsScale) excluding awarq Stl_p_ends, to students Qttendmg public
colleges and universities that offer academic degrees at the
For example, if a school awards a maximum of 5 points for baccalaureate level, divided by the total number wdestts
honors courses, the school must use the following formula to that received the awards

convert an honors course grade of "C": . .
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.

17:30213025, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

ﬂ): L HISTORICALNOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
5.00 4.00 Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
By cross multiplying, amended LR 24:1898 (October 1998), LR 24:2237 (December
1998), LR 25:256 (February 1999)R 25:654 (April 1999), LR
5X=12:X=2.4C 25:1458 and 1460 (August 1999), LR 25:1794 (October 1999), LR
26:65 (January 2000), LR 26:688 (April 2000), LR 26:1262 (June
Quality points = Credit for course multiplied by the value 2000), LR 26:1601 (August 2000), LR 26:1993, 1999 (September
assigned to the letter grade. 2000), LR 26:2268 (October 2000), LR 26:27®ecember 2000),
LR 27:36 (January 2001), LR 27:284 (March 2001), LR 27:1219
Tuition' (August 2001), LR 27:1840 (November 2001), LR 27:1875

] (November 2001), LR 28:45 (January 2002), LR 28:446 (March
a. Through the fall semester or term and winter  2002), LR 28:772 (April 2002), LR 28:2330, 2331 (November
quarter of the 2022011 award year, the fee charged each  2002), LR 29:555 (April 2003), LR 29:879 (June 2003), LR
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30:1159 (June 2004), LR 30:2015 (September 2004), LR 31:36
(January 2005), LR 31:3112 (December 2005), LR 33:86 (January
2007), LR 33:439 (March 2007), LR 33:1339 (July 2007), LR
33:2612 (December 2007), RL 34:234 (February 2008)|.R
34:1388 (July 2008)LR 34:1884 (September(®8), LR 35:228
(February2009), LR 35:1489 (Augus2009), LR 35:1490 (August
2009), LR 36:311 (February 2010), LR 36:490 (March 201®
36:2854 (December 20100R 37:1561 (June 24), LR 37:1562
(June 2011).

Chapter 5. Applications, Federal
Grant Aid and ACT Test

8501. Initial Application

A. Initial Application for High School Graduates of
20022003 or Earlier

1. Except as provided in Subparagraph A.2.b below,
all new applicants dr Louisiana Scholarship and Grant
Programs must apply for federal aid by completing the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) for the
academic year following the year the student graduated from
high school. For example, if the student will grate from
high school in school year 202903, submit the 2003004
version of the FAFSA.

2. All new applicants for TOPS Opportunity,
Performance, Honors and TOH8ch Awards who graduate
from high school during the 20&002 or 2002003
academic yearsh{gh school) must apply for federal aid by
completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) for the academic year (college) the applicant will
be a firsttime, full-time student. For example, if the
applicant will graduate from high schoal the 20022003
academic year (high school) and does not intend to enroll as
a firsttime, full-time student until the fall semester of 2004,
he must submit the 202D05 version of the FAFSA.

a. All applicants for TOPS Opportunity,
Performance and Honowwards and TOPSech Awards
(except those students who can demonstrate that they do not
qualify for federal grant aid because of their family's
financial condition) must complete all applicable sections of
the initial FAFSA.

b. Applicants for TOPS Opportity, Performance
and Honors Awards and TOP®ch Awards who can
demonstrate that they do not qualify for federal grant aid
because of their family's financial condition must complete
all applicable sections of the initial FAFSA except those
sections relattto the income and assets of the applicant and
the applicant's parents.

c. In the event of a budgetary shortfall, applicants
for TOPS Opportunity, Performance and Honors Awards and
TOPSTech Awards who do not complete all sections of the
FAFSA will be thefirst denied a TOPS Award.

B. Initial Application for a TOPS Award for High School
Graduates and Home Study Completers of 20034 and
Thereafter, and Eligible NeGraduates

1. Students who graduate from a Louisiana public
high school as defined in 817831, an approved Louisiana
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nonpublic school as defined in §1701.A.2, or an eligible
nonLouisiana public school as defined in §1701.A.3 must:

a. submit a Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA); or

b. if the student can demonstrate that he doats
qualify for federal grant aid because of his family's financial
condition, submit the initial FAFSA after completing all
applicable sections except those sections related to the
income and assets of the student and the student's parents; or

c. completean online application.

2. Students who graduate from an eligible-ofistate
or outof-country high school or complete a home study
program approved by the Louisiana Board of Elementary
and Secondary Education or enroll for the first time as a full
time student in an oubf-state college or university
following graduation from an eligible high school (Louisiana
public high school as defined in §1703.A.1, an Approved
Louisiana norpublic school as defined in §1701.A.2, an
eligible nonlLouisiana public sabol as defined in
§1701.A.3, oubf-state high school as defined by §1701.A.4
or an owof-country high school as defined by §1701.A.5)
must:

a. submit a fee Application for Federal Student
Aid; or

b. if the student can demonstrate that he does not
qualify for federal grant aid because of his family's financial
condition, submit the initial FAFSA after completing all
applicable sections except those sections related to the
income and assets of the student and the student's parents; or

c. complete an ofine application; and

d. submit an official transcript from the eaf-state
or outof-country high school from which the student
graduated; and

e. submit the official transcripts from each

outof-state college or university attended; and

f. submit an affideit attesting to Louisiana
residency, except those students who completed their last
two years in and graduated from a Louisiana Public or
approved nospublic high school.

3. Eligible nongraduates must:

a. submit a Free Application for Federal Student
Aid, (FAFSA); or

b. if the student can demonstrate that he does not
qualify for federal grant aid because of his family's financial
condition, submit the initial FAFSA after completing all
applicable sections except those sections related to the
income and asets of the student and the student's parents; or

c. complete an ofline application.

4. Applicants for TOPS Opportunity, Performance and
Honors Awards and TOPR®ech Awards who submit the
ontline application in lieu of the FAFSA or who do not
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complete allsections of the FAFSA will be ineligible for
federal grant aid and federally guaranteed student loans.

5. In the event of a budgetary shortfall, applicants for
TOPS Opportunity, Performance and Honors Awards and
TOPSTech Awards who submit the dime appication in
lieu of the FAFSA or who do not complete all sections of the
FAFSA will be the first denied a TOPS Award.

C. Initial Application for Louisiana Scholarship and
Grant Programs other than TOPS for High School Graduates
of 2004 and Thereafter

1. All new applicants for Louisiana Scholarship and
Grant Programs other than TOPS and the Rockefeller State
Wildlife Scholarship must apply for federal grant aid by
completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) for the academic year followinthe year the
student graduated from high school. For example, if the
student will graduate from high school in school year 2003
2004, submit the 2062005 version of the FAFSA.

2. All new applicants for the Rockefeller State Wildlife
Scholarship must applfor federal grant aid by submitting
the FAFSA so that it is received no later than July 1
immediately preceding the academic year (college) for
which the scholarship is sought. For example, if the student
wants to apply for a Rockefeller Scholarship e&odwarded
during the 20082006 academic year (college), submit the
20052006 version of the FAFSA no later than July 1, 2005.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213025, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgatedby the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998),
LR 24:1900 (October 1998), amended LR 26:1994 (September
2000), repromulgated LR 27:1846 (November 2001 )graaed LR
29:554 (April 2003), LR 30:2015 (September 2004), LR 31:36
(January 2005), LR 31:1060 (May 2005).

8503. Application Deadlines for High School
Graduates of 2003 and Earlier

A. Deadline for Priority Consideration

1. For priority consideration for the 199® award
year, applicants must submit the FAFSA to be received by
the federal processor by June 1, 1998.

2. Priority consideration means that an applicant who
submits a FAFS& by this date shall, under normal
circumstances, receive notification of his eligibility for a
noncompetitive award (TOPS Opportunity, Performance and
Honors Awards) prior to enrolling in the fall term.

3. An applicant for a competitively awarded
scholarbip (TOPS Teacher Award and Rockefeller State
Wildlife Scholarship) who submits a FAFSA by this date
shall be considered for selection of award in the first round
of applicants awarded.

4. For priority consideration for award years after
199899, applicarg must submit the FAFSA to be received
by the federal processor by May 1, preceding the award year.

B. Final Deadline for Full Award
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l.a. Except as provided in Subparagraph B.1.b below,
in order to receive the full benefits of a TOPS Award as
provided in §01.E, the final deadline for receipt of a
student'’s initial FAFSA application is July 1 of the academic
year (high school) in which a student graduates. For
example, for a student graduating in the 2@001
academic year (high school), the student mubinst the
initial FAFSA in time for it to be received by the federal
processor by July 1, 2001.

b. For applicants graduating from high school
during or after the 2002002 academic year (high school),
in order to receive the full benefits of a TOPS Awasl a
provided in 8§701.E, the final deadline for receipt of a
student's initial FAFSA application is the July 1 immediately
preceding the academic year (college) in which the applicant
will be a firsttime, full-time student.

c. Examples

i. If an applicant gaduates in the 2002003
academic year (high school) and will be a fiiste,
full-time student in the fall semester of 2003, the applicant
must submit the initial FAFSA in time for it to be received
by the federal processor by July 1, (2003).

i. If an applicant graduates in the 202203
academic year (high school) and will be a ftiste, full-
time student in the fall semester of 2004, the applicant must
submit the initial FAFSA in time for it to be received by the
federal processor by July 1, (2004)

d. Students must also apply in time to meet the
first-time freshman enrollment deadlines specified in
§703.A.4 (TOPS opportunity, performance and honors) and
8§803.A.4 (TOPSTech).

2. Notwithstanding the deadline established by
§503.B.1 above, applicantgho enter on active duty in the
U.S. Armed Forces have a final deadline for receipt of their
initial FAFSA application of one year from the date of
separation from active duty. In order to be eligible under this
Subsection, the applicant must meet theuiregnents of
§703.A.4.b or d or 8803.A.4.b or d of these rules and must
not have been discharged with an undesirable, bad conduct
or dishonorable discharge.

3. Returning Students

a. Notwithstanding the deadline established by
§503.B.1 above, returning stmts, who graduated from
high school during the 20€4002 academic year (high
school) and who enroll in an eligible college or university in
the spring semester of 2003, must submit the FAFSA to be
received by the federal processor no later than JulyQy.20

b. Notwithstanding the deadline established by
§503.B.1 above, returning students, who enroll in an eligible
college or university in the fall semester of 2003 or later,
must submit the FAFSA to be received by the federal
processor no later than Julyfdllowing the first semester of
enrollment.

c. Examples:
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i. A student who seeks to enroll in an eligible
college or university for the spring semester of 2004 must

1. enter a Louisiana postsecondary institution in the
section of the FAFSA that asks the applicant to name the

submit his FAFSA to be received by the federal processor no colleges he plans to attend; and

later than July 1, 2004.

ii. A student who seeks to enroll in an eligible
college or university for the fall semester of 2004 must

2. enter a Louisiana postsecondary institution and/or
1595 (cale for the Louisiana Taylor Opportunity Program
Students, Baton Rouge, LA.) in the "score report choices"

submit his FAFSA to be received by the federal processor no section of the ACT and/or 9019 (code for Taylor Opportunity

later than July 1, 2005.

C. If a prescribed deadline date falls on a weekend or
holiday, it will automatically be extended to the next
business day.

D. Final Deadlines for Reduced Awards

1. If an application for an initial award under this
Chapter is received after the deadline provided in 8503.B
above, but not later than 60 days after that deagdthe time
period of eligibility for the award shall be reduced by one

semester, two quarters, or an equivalent number of units at
an eligible institution which operates on a schedule based on

units other than semesters or quarters.

2. If an applicationfor an initial award under this

Program for Students) in the "send scores" section of the
SAT registration form.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213025, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 30:2017 (September 2004dnended LR 31:36J&nuary 2005),

LR 35:228 (February 2009).

8505. Application Deadlines for High School

Graduates and Home Study Completers of 2004
and Later and Eligible Non-Graduates

A.l. To be considered for a TOPS Award, students who
graduate from high school or com@ean approved home
study program in 2004 or later and eligible fpaduates

Chapter is received more than 60 days after the deadline Must

provided in 8503.B above, but not later than 120 days after

that deadline, the time period of eligibility for the award
shall be reduced by two semesters or threetesa or an
equivalent number of units at an eligible institution which

a. apply for federal grant aid by submitting a Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA); or

b. if the student can demonstrate that he does not
qualify for federal gant aid because of his family's financial

operates on a schedule based on units other than semesters

condition, submit the initial FAFSA after completing all
or quarters.

applicable sections except those sections related to the

3. Applications received more than 120 days after the income and assets of the student and the student's parents; or

published deadline shall not be considered.

E. The redudbn of the applicant's period of eligibility
for this award under 8503.D above shall not be cumulative
with any reduction under §509.C.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998),
LR 24:1900 (October 1998), amended LR 25:655 (April 1999), LR
25:2396 (December 1999), LR 26:199%Geptember 2000),
repromulgated LR 27:1847 (November 2001), amended LR 28:447
(March 2002), LR 28:1760 (August 2002), LR 29:554 (April
2003), LR 30:1471 (July 2@9, LR 30:2016 (September 2004), LR
33:440 (March 2007).

8504. Out-of-State and Outof-Country High School
Graduates and Eligible NonGraduates

A. A student who graduates from a high school outside
the state of Louisiana or is an eligible rgnaduate will not
be considered for a TOPS Award unless LASFAC receives
the student's FAFSA information frothe federal processor
or online application and the student's ACT and/or SAT
score(s). In order for a student who will graduate from a
high school outside the state of Louisiana or an eligible non
graduate to assure that his FAFSA information and his
ACT/SAT score(s) are received by LASFAC, he should:
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c. complete the ofine application.

2. TOPS will not pay tuition for any student who has
not met the requirements of 8505.A.1 above.

3. In the event of a budgetary shortfall, applicants for
TOPS Opportunity, Performance and Honors Awards and
TOPSTech Awards who submit the dime applicatian or
who do not complete all sections of the FAFSA will be the
first denied a TOPS Award.

B. Deadline for Payment for the Academic e¥r
(College) Immediately Following High School Graduation

1. Beginning wih the 20072008 academic year
(college), to be dermined eligible forpayment of TOPS
awards for the academic yearolfege) imnediately
following the academic year (higkct®ol) of high school
graduation, students rsusubmit the initial FAFSA or en
line gpplication so that it is received no later thhe Jly 1
immediately following the academic year (higbhsol) of
graduation.

2. Beginning with the 2002008 academic year
(college), students will be eligible to receive the full benefits
of a TOPS award as provided in §701.E beginning with the
acadernt year (college) immediately after the student's one
year anniversary of high school graduation if their initial
FAFSA or online application is received after the July 1
immediately following the academic year (high school) of
high school graduation amib later than the final deadline
set forth in Subsection C, below, and if the student was
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enrolled during the preceding academic year (college), the
student has met the requirements for continuing eligibility.

3.a Beginning with the 2012011 academic yea
(college), students whose initial FAFSA or -lame
application is received on or before July 1 immediately
following the one year anniversary of high school graduation
will receive payment of their TOPS award as provided in
§701.E beginning with the firsemester, quarter or term the
student enrolls for the first time as a full time student in an
eligible college or university; provided that no payment of a
TOPS award shall be made until the initial FAFSA oflina
application has been received and #pplicant has been
determined eligible for a TOPS award.

b. If the initial FAFSA or online application is
received after July 1 immediately following high school
graduation, the payment of the TOPS award could be
delayed depending on the date the apptioais received
and the date the student enrolls for the first time as a full
time student in an eligible college or university.

c.  Astudent who enrolls for the first time as a full
time student before his FAFSA or -tine application is
received must met the requirements for maintaining
eligibility in 8705 to receive payments of his TOPS award
after the first semester, quarter or term of full time
enroliment at an eligible college or university.

4. Examples

a. A 20092010 academic year (high schooiylin
school graduate, who enrolls in the fall semester of 2010,
will be eligible to receive the full benefits of a TOPS award
beginning the fall semester of 2010 if the initial FAFSA or
ortline applicationis received on or before July2010.

b. A 20092010 academic year (high school) high
school graduate, who enrolls during the 2@001 academic
year, will be eligible to receive the full benefits of a TOPS
award beginning the fall semester of 2010 if the initial
FAFSA or online application is receivedonlater than July
1, 2011, and if he has met the requirements for continuing
eligibility.

C. Final Deadline for Full TOPS Award

1l.a.Except as provided below, thrdughe 20062007
academic year @tlege), in order to receive the full benefits
of a TOPS aard as provided in 8701.E, the final deadline
for receipt of a studest initial FAFSA or the o#line
application is Juf 1 immediately prior to the academic year
(college) he first enrolls as a firdine freshman in an
eligible college or niversity.

b. Beginning wih the 20072008 academic year
(college), in order receive the full benefits of a TOPS award
as provided in 8701.E, the final deadline for receipt of a
student initial FAFSA or orline goplication is dly 1
immediately prior to the academic eyr (®llege)
immediately following the one year anniversary of high
school graduation.

c.i. Students who graduated from high school dyrin
the 20032004 academic year (high school) and enrolled as a
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first-time freshman in an eligible college omiversity
during the 20042005 academic yeardliege) are eligible to
receive the full benefits of a TOPS award as provided in
§701.E beginning:

(a). with the 20042005 academic year qltege)
if their initial FAFSA or online gplication was received no
later than October 292004;

(b). with the 20052006 academic year dltege)
if their initial FAFSA or online gplication was received
after October 29, 2004, and no later than July 1, 2005, and, if
the student enrolled as a full time student dyiime 2004
2005 academic year (dlege), the student has met the
requirements for continuing eligibility.

i. Students who graduated from high school
during the 20032004 academic year (high school) and
enrolled as a firstime freshman in an eligible college or
universty beginning the fall semester of 2005 are eligible to
receive the full benefits of a TOPS award as provided in
§701.E beginning the fall semester 2005 if their initial
FAFSA or online goplication was received no later than July
1, 2005.

iii. Studentswho graduated from high school
during the 20032004 academic year (high school) and
enrolled as a firstime freshmann an eligible college or
university during eithe the 20042005 academic year
(college) or fall semester of 2005 are eligible for a oedu
TOPS awardSee Subsection 505.D, below.) beginning with
the fall semester of @5, if their initial FAFSA or odine
application was received after July 1, 2005 and no later than
October 31, 2005, and, if the student enrolled as a full time
student duing the 20042005 academic year ditege), the
student has met the requirements for continuing eligibility

d.i. Students who graduated from high school dyrin
the 20042005 academic year (high school) and enrolled as a
first-time freshman in an eligibleollege or wiversity
during the 20082006 academic year dilege) will be
eligible to receive the full benefits of a TOPS award as
provided in §701.E beginning:

(a). with the 20052006 academic year qtege)
if their initial FAFSA or online gplicationis received no
later than October 32005;

(b). with the 20062007 academic year dltege)
if their initial FAFSA or av-line goplication is received after
October 31, 2005, and no later than July 1, 2006, and, if the
student enrolled as a full time studleluring the 20052006
academic year @ilege), the student met the requirements
for continuing eligibility.

ii. Students who graduated from high school
during the 20042005 academic year (high school) and
enrolled as a firstime freshman in an eligibleollege or
university beginning the fall semester of 2006 are eligible to
receive the full benefits of a TOPS award as provided in
§701.E beginning the fall semester of 2006 if their initial
FAFSA or online goplication was received no later than July
1, 2006.
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iii. Students who graduated from high school
during the 20042005 academic year (high school) and
enrolled as aifsttime freshman in an eligible college or
university during eithe the 20052006 academic year
(college) or fall semester of 2006 azbgible for a reduced
TOPS awardSee Subsection 505.D, below.) beginning with
the fall semester of 2006, if their i@t FAFSA or online
application was received after July 1, 2006, and no later than
October 30, 2006, and, if the student enrolled &dldime
student durig the 20052006 academic year dltege), the
student met the requirements for continuing eligibility.

el. Students who graduate from high school dyrin
the 20052006 academic year (high school) and enroll as a
first-time freshman inan eligible college or niversity
during the 200682007 academic year ditege) will be
eligible to receive the full benefits of a TOPS award as
provided in §701.E beginning:

(a). with the 20062007 academic year dltege)
if their initial FAFSA or online application is receivecho
later than October 30, 2006;

(b). with the 20072008 academic year qltege)
if their initial FAFSA or online goplication is received after
October 30, 2006, and no later than July 1, 2007, and, if the
student enrolled as a fulme student durig the 20062007
academic year @ilege), the student met the requirements
for continuing eligibility.

ii. Students who graduated from high school
during the 20052006 academic year (high school) and
enrolled as a firstime freshman iman eligible college or
university beginning the fall semester of 2007 are eligible to
receive the full benefits of a TOPS award as provided in
§701.E beginning the fall semester 2007 if their initial
FAFSA or online goplication was received no latéran July
1, 2007.

iii. Students who graduate from high school dyrin
the 20052006 academic year (higketeool) and enrb as a
first-time freshman in an eligible college omiversity
during eithe the 20062007 academic year dltege) or the
fall semesteof 2007 are eligible for a reduced TOPS award
(See Subsection 505.D, below.) beginning with the fall
semester of 2007,f their initial FAFSA or online
application is received after July 1, 2007, and no later than
October 29, 2007, and, if the studentadled as a full time
student durig the 20062007 academic year dltege), the
student met the requirements for continuing eligibility.

2. Returning Students

a. Beginning with the 2002003 through the 2004
2005 academic yearcdllege), in order for a tarning
student to receive the full benefits of a TOPS award as
provided in 8701.E, the final deadline for receipt of a
studens initial FAFSA or the o#ine application is May 1 of
the academic yearcdllege) he first enrolls as a fttilme
student in areligible college or university.

b. Beginning wih the 20052006 academic year
(college), in order for a returninduslent to receive the full
benefits of a TOPS award as provided in §701.E, the final
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deadline for receipt of the stud&ninitial FAFSA orthe on
line goplication is the July 1 immediatelfollowing the
academic year (college) he first enrolls as atfoie gudent
in aneligible college or university.

3. Examples

a. A 20032004 academic year (higkct®ol) high
school graduate, who is a fitgime freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2004 or spring
semester of 2005, will be eligible to receive the full benefits
of a TOPS award beginning with the stirsemester of
enrollment as a fultime gudent if his initid FAFSA or on
line goplication is received no later than July 1, 2004.

b. A 20032004 academic year (higithol) high
school graduate, who is a fitiine freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2004 or spring
semester of 2) will be eligible for his full TOPS award
beginning with the fist semester of enroliment as a-ithe
student if his initial FAFSA or otine goplication is received
after July 1, 2004, but on or before October 29, 2004.

c. A 20032004 academic yeahigh school) high
school graduate, who is a fitstne freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2004 or spring
semester of 2005, will be eligible for his full TOPS award
beginning with the fall semester of 2005 if his initi&AIFSA
or ontline goplication is received after October 29, 2004, but
on or before July 1, 2005, and if he has met the requirements
for continuing eligibility.

d. A 20032004 academic year (higicisol) high
school graduate, who is a fitsine freshman atradigible
college or wmiversity in the fall semester of 2005, will be
eligible to receive the full benefits of a TOR®ard if his
initial FAFSA or online goplication is received no later than
July 1, 2005.

e. A 20032004 academic year (higich®ol) high
schml graduate, who is a firdime freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2005, will be
eligible for a reduced TOPS awaffiee Subsection 505.D,
below.) beginning with the fall semestdra®05 if his initial
FAFSA or online application is received after July 1, 2005,
but on or before October 31, 2005.

f. A 20032004 academic year (higkcheool) high
school graduate, who is a fiiine freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2005, will not be
eligible for a TOPSaward if his initial FAFSA or odine
application is received after October 31, 2005.

g. A 20042005 academic year (higlcsol) high
school graduate, who is a fitstne freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semesteof 2005 or spring
semester of 2006, will be eligible to receive the full benefits
of a TOPS award beginning with the sftirsemester of
enrollment as a fullime student if his initial FAFSA or en
line application igeceivedno later than July 1, 2005.

h. A 20042005 academic year (higlthool) high
school graduate, who is a fitstne freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester @005 or spring
semester of 20Q6will be eligible for his full TOPS award
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beginning with the first seaesterof enrollment as a fullime
student if his initial FAFSA or ofine gpplication is received
after July 1, 2005, but on or before October 31, 2005.

i. A 20042005 academic year (higithool) high
school graduate, who is a fitsine freshman at anligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2005 or spring
semester of 2006, will be eligible for his full TOPS award
beginning with the fall semestef 2006 if his initial FAFSA
or online goplication is received after October 31, 2005, but

on a before July 1, 2006, and if he has met the requirements

for continuing eligibility.

j- A 20042005 academic year (higkthool) high
school graduate, who is a fitiine freshman at an eligible
college or wmiversity in the fall semester of 2006, will be
eligible to receive the full benefits of a TOR®vard if his
initial FAFSA or am-line goplication is received no later than
July 1, 2006.

k. A 20042005 academic year (higlthool) high
school graduate, who is a fitsine freshman at an eligible
college oruniversity in the fall semester of 2006, will be
eligible for a reduced TOPS awaffiee Subsection 505.D,
below.) beginning with the fall semestdra®06 if his initial
FAFSA or online goplication is received after July 1, 2006,
but on or before Octob&0, 2006.

. A 20042005 academic year (higkthool) high
school graduate, who is a fiiine freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2006, will not be
eligible for a TOPSaward if his initial FAFSA or oiline
application isreceived after October 30, 2006.

m. A 20052006 academic year (higlthool) high
school graduate, who is a fitsine freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2006 or spring
semester of 2007, will be eligible to receive thk henefits
of a TOPS award beginning with the sfirsemester of
enrollment as a fullime student if his initial FAFSA or en
line goplication is received no later than July 1, 2006.

n. A 20052006 academic year (higithool) high
school graduate, who isfast-time freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2006 or spring
semester of 2007, will be eligible for his full TOPS award
beginning with the fist semester of enroliment as a -ithe
student if his initial FAFSA or otiine gplication is received
after July 1, 2006, but on or before October 30, 2006.

0. A 20052006 academic year (higlch®ol) high
school graduate, who is a fitiine freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2006 or spring
semater of 2007, will be eligible for his full TOPS award
beginning with the fall semestef 2007 if his initial FAFSA
or ontline goplication is received after October 30, 2006, but

on or before July 1, 2007, and if he has met the requirements

for continuingeligibility.

p. A 20052006 academic year (higlthool) high
school graduate, who is a fitsine freshman at an eligible
college or wmiversity in the fall semester of 2007, will be
eligible to receive the full benefits of a TOPS award if his
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initial FAFSA or on-line goplication is received no later than
July 1, 2007.

g. A 20052006 academic year (higlctsol) high
school graduate, who is a fisine freshman at an eligible
college or wmiversity in the fall semester of 2007, will be
eligible for a reducedOPS awardSee Subsection 505.D,
below.) beginning with the fall semestdra®07 if his initial
FAFSA or online gplication is received after July 1, 2007,
but on or before October 29, 2007.

r. A 20052006 academic year (higlkchool) high
school gradu®, who is a firsttime freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2007, will not be
eligible for a TOPSaward if his initial FAFSA or ofine
application is received after October 29, 2007.

s. A 20062007 academic year ifih school) high
school graduate, who is a fitiine freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2007 or spring
semester of 2008, will be eligible to receive the full benefits
of a TOPS award beginning with the first semester of
enrollment & a fultime student if his initial FAFSA or en
line goplication is received no later than July 1, 2007.

t. A 20062007 academic year (higkcheool) high
school graduate, who is a fitiine freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall smester of 2007 or spring
semester of 2008, will be eligible to receive his full TOPS
award beginning with the fall semestdr2008 if his initial
FAFSA or online goplication is received after July 1, 2007,
but on or before July 1, 2008, and if he has et
requirements for continuing eligibility.

u. A 20062007 academic year (higlthool) high
school graduate, who is a fisine freshman at an eligible
college or wmiversity in the fall semester of 2008, will be
eligible to receive the full benefits af TOPSaward if his
initial FAFSA or online goplication is received no later than
July 1, 2008.

v. A 20062007 academic year (higkcheool) high
school graduate, who is adt-time freshman at an eligible
college or wmiversity in the fall semester of 200&ill be
eligible for a reduced TOPS award (See Subsection 505.D,
below.) beginning with the fall semestdr2008 if his initial
FAFSA or online gplication is received after July 1, 2008,
but on or before October 29, 2008.

w. A 20062007 academic yedhigh school) high
school graduate, who is a fitstne freshman at an eligible
college or miversity in the fall semester of 2008, will not be
eligible for a TOPSaward if his initial FAFSA or otine
application is received after October 29, 2008.

X. A student, who enrolls for the first time as a full
time student at an accredited -mifitstate college and
subsequently returns to Louisiana and enrolls as dirful
student in an eligible college or university for the fall
semester of 2006, will be eligilfor his TOPS award
beginning with the fall semester of 2006 if his initial FAFSA
or the online application is received no later than July 1,
2007.
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4. Students must also meet the fitiste freshman
enrollment deadlines specified in 8703.A.4 (TOPS
opporunity, performance and honors) and 8803.A.4 (TOPS
Tech).

5. Notwithstanding the deadline established by
§505.C above, students who enter on active duty in the U.S.
Armed Forces have a final deadline for receipt of their initial
FAFSA application or their mline application of one year
from the date of separation from active duty. In order to be
eligible under this Subsection, the student must meet the
requirements of §703.A.4.b or d or §803.A.4.b or d of these
rules and must not have been discharged with a
undesirable, bad conduct or dishonorable discharge.

D. Final Deadlinesor Reduced Awards

1. If an application for an initial award under this
Chapter is received after the final deadline provided in
§503.C above, but not later thé0 days after that cgalline,
the time period of eligibility for the award shall be reduced
by one semester, two quarters, or an equivalent number of
units at an eligible institution which operates on a schedule
based on units other than semesters or quarters.

2. If an applicaibn for an initial award under this
Chapter is received more tha#0 days after the final
deadline provided in 8503.C above, but not later th2®
days after that deadline, the time period of eligibility for the
award shall be reduced by two semestetbree quarters, or
an equivalent number of units at an eligible institution which

sections of the FAFSA will be the first denied a TOPS
award.

b. Students who can demonstrate that they do not
qualify for federal gant aid because of their famgy'
financial condition and do not want to be the first denied a
TOPS awal must file a renewal FAFSA so that it is
received by the July 1 immediately preceding each academic
year (college) after initial eligibility is established.

4. All recipients of Louisiana Scholarship and Grant
Programs other than TOPS and the Rockefallédlife
Scholarship Program must submit a renewal FAFSA for each
academic year (college) the student enrolls.

G. If a prescribed deadline date falls on a weekend or
holiday, it will automatically be extended to the next
business day.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promdgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1901 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:1847
(November 2001), amended LR 30:2017 (September 2004), LR
31:37 (January 2005),R 32:2238 (December 2006),R 33:83
(January 2007), LR 33357 (November 2007)LR 34:235
(February 2008)LR 37:58 (February 2011)

8506. Proof of Compliance

A. As proof of compliance with the state's final deadline

operates on a schedule based on units other than semestersfor submitting the FAFSA, or the dme application,

or quarters.

3. A FAFSA or online application received more than
120 days after the published deadline shall net b
considered.

E. The reduction of the student's period of eligibility for
this award under 8505.D above shall not be cumulative with
any reduction under §509.C.

F. Renewal FAFSA

l.a. Through the 2002005 academic year (college),
in order to remain eligilel for TOPS awards, a student who
is eligible for federal grant aid must file a renewal FAFSA so
that it is received by May 1 of each academic year (college)
after initial eligibility is established.

b. Beginning with the 2002006 academic year
(college),in order to remain eligible for TOPS awards, a
student who is eligible for federal grant aid must file a
renewal FAFSA so that it is received by the July 1
immediately preceding each academic year (college) after
initial eligibility is established.

2. Stucents who can demonstrate that they do not
qualify for federal gant aid because of their famsy'
financial condition are not required to submit a renewal
FAFSA.

3.a. In the event of a budgetary shortfall, applicants
who do not file a renewal FAFSA or wido not complete all
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LASFAC will accept the documentation ligte in
8506.A.16. No other form of verification, including
notarized or certified statements, will be accepted as proof of
compliance with the deadline requirement.

1. A certificate of mailing, registered, certified,
certified/return receipt requested, ity or overnight mail
receipt from the United States Postal Service, or other
authorized mail carriers such as United Parcel Service and
Federal Express, which is dated prior to the state's final
deadline.

2. The Student Aid Report (SAR) or the Institrtal
Student Information Report (ISIR), produced by the federal
processor, shows that the original application was received
by the state's final deadline.

3. The federal processor provides verbal or written
verification to LASFAC that the original appliteth was
received by the state's final deadline.

4. A printed copy of the electronic receipt for a
FAFSA filed on the Web shows that the original application
was received by the final deadline.

5. A printed copy of the electronic receipt for an
ortline appication shows that the original application was
received by the final deadline.

6. The LOSFA's ofine application submission
confirmation code corresponds to a LOSFA database
transaction by the final deadline.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance twiR.S. or academic year (college) 20@607, must submit an
17:30213025, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1. application to return from an oof-state college no later

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial — than Jguly 1 immediately following the academic year
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, (college) the student enrolls as a e student in an

LR 30:2018 (September 2004), amended LR 31:1060 (May 2005). eligible college or university and must submit any

§507.  Final Deadline for Submitting Documentation of supporting documentation required by the application no
Eligibility later than April 15ollowing the Juy 1 deadline.

A. LASFAC will continue to process eligibility for both b.i. To receive the full benefits of a TOPS award as
new and renewal applicants during each award year until provided in §701.E, returning students, who enroll in an
July 1 after the spring term of that award year. eligible college or university in the fall semester of 2007 or

B.L. Through the 2002005 academic year (college)l later, must submit an application to return from anafut

documentation and certifications necessary to establish State cokge no later than July 1 immediately following the
student eligibility including, but not limited to, high school ~ &cademic year (college) the student enrolls as atifodl
andlor college transcripts and certifications, copies of Studentin an eligible college or university and must submit
student aid reports, applicant confirmation forms, a0 supporting documentation required by the application no
promissory notes, ACT afmt SAT scores, residency later than January 15 foing the July 1 deadline.

affidavits, proof of citizenship or permanent residency status ii. If an application to return from an eaf-state

and other documents that may be utilized in determining college is received after the July 1 deadline as provided in
eligibility, must be received by LASFAC no later than May 1 the clause above, but not later than 60 days after that date,
of the award year. For example, to receive an aarthe the time period of eligibility for the award sh&k reduced
20042005 award year, LASFAC must have in its possession by one semester, two quarters, or an equivalent number of
all documents relevant to establishing eligibility by May 1,  units at an eligible institution which operates on a schedule

2005. based on units other than semesters or quarters.

2. Beginning with the 2002006 academic year ii. If an application to return from an eaf-state
(college), all documentation and certifications necessary to  college is received ate than 60 days after the July 1
establish studennitial eligibility including, but not limited deadline as provided in the clause above, but not later than

to, high school and/or college transcripts and certifications, 120 days after that date, the time period of eligibility for the
copies of student aid reports, applicant confirmation forms,  award shall be reduced by two semesters, three quarters, or
promissory notes, ACT and/or SAT scores, residency an equivalent number of units ataligible institution which

affidavits, proof of citizenshipr permanent residency status  operates on a schedule based on units other than semesters
and other documents that may be utilized in determining  or quarters.

eligibility, must be received by LASFAC no latiran July 1

immediately following the academic year (college) the iv.  An application to return from an oof-state
student is first eligible for payment of a TOPS awafbr college received more than 120 days after the July 1
example, if a studentos i ni tdgadlipeshalneteconsidered ¢ cejved no 1 a
than July 1, 2007, for that student to receive an award for the v. If a prescribedieadline date falls on a weekend
20072008 academic year (college), LASFAC must have in  or holiday, it will automatically be extended to the next

its possession all documents relevant toatdihing business day.

eligibility by July 1,2008.

. c. Examples
C. Returning Students

) ) i.  Areturning student who enrolled in an eligible
1. Returning students, who graduated high school college or university in the fall semester of 2005 must
during the 20022002 academic years (high school) and who  submit the application to retu from an oubf-state college

enroll in an eligible college or university in the spring  no later than July 1, 2006, and any required supporting
semester 2003, must submit documentation that establishes documentation such as college transcripts no later than April

TOPS eligibility no later than May 1, 2004. 15, 2007.

2. Returning students, who enroll in an eligible i. A returning student who enrolled in an eligible
college or university in the fall semester of 2003 through the  college or university in the spring semesté 2007 must
spring semester of 2005, must submit documentation that sybmit the application to return from an -aitstate college
establishes TOPS ellglblllty no later thanaMl of the no later than Ju]y 1, 2007, and any required Supporting

academic year (college) the student enrolls in an eligible  documentation such as college transcripts no later than April
college or university. For example, a student who seeks to 15 2008.

enroll in an eligible college or university in the fall semester

of 2003 must submit documentation that establishes TOPS iii. — Areturning student who enrolled in an eligib
eligibility no later than May 1, 2004. college or university in the fall semester of 2007 must

submit the application to return from an -aditstate college

3a. Returning students, who enroll in an eligible  no later than July 1, 2008, and any required supporting
college or university in academic year (colle@ép52006
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documentation such as college transcripts no later than
January 15, 2009.

iv.  Areturning student who enrolled in an eligible
college or university in the spring semester of 2008 must
submit the application to return from an -aditstate college
no later than July 1, 2008, and any required supporting
documentation such as collegeartscripts no later than
January 15, 2009.

v. A returning student who enrolls in an eligible
college or university in the fall semester of 2009 must
submit the application to return from an -@ditstate college
no later than July 1, 2010, and any requisgpporting
documentation such as college transcripts no later than
January 15, 2011.

vi. A returning student who enrolls in an eligible
college or university in the fall semester of 2009, and whose
application to return from an ouof-state college is redved
on July 10, 2010, will be eligible for a TOPS award reduced
by one semester or two quarters if any required supporting
documentation such as college transcripts is received no
later than January 15, 2011.

vii. A returning student who enrolls in atigéble
college or university in the fall semester of 2009, and whose
application to return from an oof-state college is received
on September 10, 2010, will be eligible for a TOPS award
reduced by two semesters or three quarters if any required
supporing documentation such as college transcripts is
received no later than January 15, 2011.

4.a. Beginning with the 2002008 academic year
(college), all documentation and certifications necessary t
establish a returning studenithitial eligibility including, but
not limited to, high school and/or college transcripts and
certifications, copies of student aid reports, ACT and/or SAT
scores, residency affidavits, proof of citizenship or
permanent residency status and other documents that may be
utilized in determining eligibility, must be received by
LASFAC no later than January 15 immediately following the
deadline for receipt of the studentFAFSA or orine
application.

b. Examples

i. If a returning student enrolls full time in an
eligible Louisiana cdége or university for the fall semester
of 2007, his deadline to file the FAFSA or -bime
application is July 1, 2008f his initial FAFSA or online
application is received no later than July 1, 2008, and if all
the necessary supporting documentatioalevant to
establishing eligibility is in LASFAG possession by
January 15, 2009, the student will receive his TOPS award
(reduced by the number of semesters/terms he enrolled out
of-state) retroactively beginning the fall semester of 2007.

i. If a retuning student enrolls full time in an
eligible Louisiana college or university for the spring
semester of 2008, his deadline to file the FAFSA ofirom
application is July 1, 2008f his initial FAFSA or online
application is received no later thanyldl, 2008, and if all

the necessary supporting documentation relevant to
establishing eligibility is in LASFAG possession by
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January 15, 2009, the student will receive his TOPS award
(reduced by the number of semesters/terms he enrolled
out-of-state) réroactively beginning the spring semester of
2008.

iii. If a returning student enrolls full time in an
eligible Louisiana college or university for the spring
semester of 2008, his deadline to file the FAFSA ofirmm
application is July 1, 2008f his initial FAFSA or online
application is received after July 1, 2008, but no more than
120 days later, and if all the necessary supporting
documentation relevant to establishing eligibility is in
LASFAC's possession by January 15, 2009, the student will
receive his TOPS award (reduced by the number of
semesters/terms he enrolled-ofistate and further reduced
by one additional semester ifto 60 days late or by two
additional semesters if 61 to 120 days late) retroactively
beginning the spring semesteraff08.

D.1. A student who successfully completed an
undergraduate degree prior to or during the 22002
academic year (college) and wishes to receive his remaining
award eligibility to attend a postgraduate school must
provide the documentation and ckctitions required to
establish student eligibility no later than May 1, 2004.

2. A student who successfully completes an
undergraduate degree during the 2@083 through the
20042005 academic year (college) and wishes to receive his
remaining award eligility to attend a postgraduate school
must provide the documentation and certifications required
to establish student eligibility no later than May 1 of the
academic year (college) the student seeks to receive his
remaining award eligibility. For exampldo receive the
remaining award for the 20604 academic year (college),
the student must submit the required documents no later than
May 1, 2004.

3. A student who successfully completes an
undergraduate degree during the 2Q096 academic year
(college) or later and wishes to receive his remaining award
eligibility to attend a postgraduate school must provide the
documentation and certifications required to establish
student eligibility no later #nJuly 1 immediately following
the academic year (celje) the student seeks to receive his
remaining award eligibility. For example, to receive the
remaining award for the 20807 academic year (college),
the student must submit the required documents no later than
July 1, 2007.

E. The reduction of the stient's period of eligibility for
this award under 8507.C above shall not be cumulative with
any reduction under 8505.D or 8509.C.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgéed by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1901 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:1847
(November 2001), amended LR 28:447 (MarcB20LR 30:1161
(June 2004), LR 30:1471 (July 2004), LR 30:2019 (September
2004), LR 32:2238 (December 2006), LR 352 (November
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2007), LR 34:1389 (July 2008), LR 34884 (September 2008), LR
36:312 (February 2010).

8509. ACT Testing Deadline

A.1l. The student must take the official ACT test
(including national, international, military or special test
types) on or before the official April test date in the
academic year (high school) in which the student graduates
or completes a home study program apprdwe8ESE.

2. An eligible nongraduate must take the official ACT
test (including national, international, military or special test
types) before the first day of the semester the student first
enrolls in an eligible college or university.

B.1. The studentmay substitute an equivalent score, as
determined by the comparison tables used by LASFAC, on
an equivalent Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) taken on or
before the official April test date in the academic year (high
school) in which the student graduatesotder to substitute
a SAT score, the student must direct the college board to
send the score to LOSFA so that the score is electronically
reported to LOSFA by the college board within 45 days of
the final test date allowed by 8509. SAT scores received in
any other manner shall not be considered.

2. An eligible nongraduate may substitute an
equivalent score, as determined by the comparison tables
used by LASFAC, on an equivalent Scholastic Aptitude Test
(SAT) taken before the first day of the semesterstiodent
first enrolls in an eligible college or university. In order to
substitute an SAT score, the student must direct the college
board to send the score to LOSFA so that the score is
electronically reported to LOSFA by the college board
within 45 daysof the final test date allowed by 8509. SAT
scores received in any other manner shall not be considered.

C. Final ACT Testing Deadline for Reduced Awards

l.a. Beginning with awards made to applicants
graduating in academic year (high school) 2000 through
2003, if an applicant does not achieve a qualifying score on
the ACT or on the SAT for the TOPS Opportunity Award by
the April national ACT test date in the year of the applicant's
high school graduation, then the applicant's first qualifying
score for anyTOPS Award obtained on an authorized testing
date after the April national ACT test date in the year of the
applicant's high school graduation but prior to July 1 of the
year of such graduation will be accepted. However, when
granting an award to an apg@it whose qualifying test
score is obtained on an authorized testing date after the date
of the applicant's high school graduation but prior to July 1
of the year of such graduation, the applicant's period of
eligibility for the award shall be reduced bypeosemester,
two quarters, or an equivalent number of units at an eligible
institution which operates on a schedule based on units other
than semesters or quarters. Except for an applicant who has
qualified for a TOPSTech Award on or prior to the April
naional ACT test date, an applicant will not be allowed to
use a test score obtained after the April national ACT test
date to upgrade a TOPS Award.

19

b. Beginning with awards made to applicants
graduating in academic year (high school) 2004, if an
applicantdoes not achieve a qualifying score on the ACT or
on the SAT for the TOPS Opportunity Award by the April
national ACT test date in the year of the applicant's high
school graduation, then the applicant's first qualifying score
for any TOPS Award obtainechaan authorized testing date
after the April national ACT test date in the year of the
applicant's high school graduation but prior to July 1 of the
year of such graduation will be accepted. However, when
granting an award to an applicant whose qualifytagt
score is obtained on an authorized testing date after the April
national ACT test date in the year of the applicant's high
school graduation but prior to July 1 of the year of such
graduation, the applicant's period of eligibility for the award
shall be reduced by one semester, two quarters, or an
equivalent number of units at an eligible institution which
operates on a schedule based on units other than semesters
or quarters. Except for an applicant who has qualified for a
TOPSTech Award on or prioto the April national ACT test
date, an applicant will not be allowed to use a test score
obtained after the April national ACT test date to upgrade a
TOPS Award.

c. For the purpose of the Subsection, the "April
national ACT test date" shall be defined tae month of
April.

d. Tests taken by an eligible n@naduate after the
first day of the semester the student first enrolls in an
eligible college or university shall not be accepted

2. Students who fail to achieve an ACT or SAT
qualifying score prior taJuly 1 of the year of high school
graduation shall not be considered for an award.

D. For 1997 and 1998 high school graduates who have
not previously taken an ACT test, the ACT score shall
include those scores obtained from a national ACT test taken
not laer than the October 1998 national test date.

E. Students who graduated during the 19989 school
year who are otherwise qualified for a TOPS Award and who
obtained a qualifying score on the ACT Test or the
Scholastic Aptitude Test on an authorized testiate after
the date of the student's graduation but prior to July 1, 1999
shall be considered to have met the requirements of §509.A
and B.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 26:1995 (September 2000), amended LR 26:2&#ptember
2000), LR 27:36 (January 2001), LR 27:284 (March 2001),
repromulgated LR 27:1847 (November02), amended LR
30:1161 (June 2004), LR 31:37 (January 2005).
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Chapter 7. Taylor Opportunity

Program for Students (TOPS)

Opportunity, Performance, and
Honors Awards

8701. General Provisions

A. Legislative Authority. Awards under the Louisiana
Taylor Oppotunity Program for Students (TOPS), the
Opportunity, Performance and Honors Awards, are
established as set forth in R.S. 17:3048.1 et seq., as
amended.

B. Description, History and Purpose. The Taylor
Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) is a
comprehensie, meritbased student aid program consisting
of a series of components, with each component having its
own eligibility criteria and titled award. The purpose of
TOPS is to provide an incentive for Louisiana residents to
academically prepare for and pugsupostsecondary
education in this state, resulting in an educated work force
enabling Louisiana to prosper in the global market of the
future. The major components of TOPS are the Opportunity
Award, the Performance Award and the Honors Award.

C. The Oppotunity, Performance and Honors Awards,
which will be funded for the 19989 academic year,
combine former programs [Louisiana Tuition Assistance
Plan (TAP) and the Louisiana Honors Scholarship Program]
with a new component, the honors award, to produce a
comprehensive program of state scholarships.

D. The purposes of this program are to:

1. financially assist those students who are
academically prepared to continue their education at a
Louisiana possecondary institution; and

2. encourage academic excelbenand

3. provide incentives for Louisiana high school
graduates to pursue pestcondary education in this state.

E. Award Amounts. The specific award amounts for each
component of TOPS are as follows.

l.a. The TOPS Opportunity Award provides an
amount e€ual to undergraduate tuition for fiime
attendance at an eligible college or univer$idy a period
not to exceed eight semesters, including qualified summer
sessions, 12 quarters, including qualified summer sessions,
or an equivalent number of uniis an eligible institution
which operates on a schedule based on units other than
semesters or quarters, except as provided by R.S.
17:3048.1.H, or LAC 28:IV.503.D, 509.C, or 701.E.1.b.
Attending a qualified summer session for which tuition is
paid will caunt toward the eight semester limit for TOPS.

b. The semester or term count for a student shall not
be increased for any semester or term a student is unable to
complete because of orders to active duty in the United
States Armed Forces or National Guartiether or not a full
refund for the TOPS payment for that semester or term is
received by LOSFA.
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2.a.The TOPS Performance Award provides a $400
annual stipend, prorated by two semesters, three quarters, or
equivalent units in each academic year (colleged
program year (no@academic program), in addition to an
amount equal to tuition for fulime attendance at an eligible
college or university, for a period not to exceed eight
semesters, including qualified summer sessions, 12 quarters,
including qualfied summer sessions, or an equivalent
number of units in an eligible institution which operates on a
schedule based on units other than semesters or quarters,
except as provided by R.S. 17:3048.1.H, or LAC
28:1V.503.D, 509.C, or 701.E.2.b. The stipendl w# paid
for each qualified summer session, semester, quarter, term,
or equivalent unit for which tuition is paid. Attending a
qualified summer session for which tuition is paid will count
toward the eight semester limit for TOPS.

b. The semester or teroount for a student shall not
be increased for any semester or term a student is unable to
complete because of orders to active duty in the United
States Armed Forces or National Guard, whether or not a full
refund for the TOPS payment for that semestetean is
received by LOSFA, provided that any amount of a stipend
paid and not refunded shall be counted toward the total
stipends allowed by law.

3.a. The TOPS Honors Award provides an $800
annual stipend, prorated by two semesters, three quarters, or
equvalent units in each academic year (college) and each
program year (no@academic program), in addition to an
amount equal to tuition for fulime attendance at an eligible
college or university, for a period not to exceed eight
semesters, including quidid summer sessions, 12 quarters,
including qualified summer sessions, or an equivalent
number of units in an eligible institution which operates on a
schedule based on units other than semesters or quarters,
except as provided by R.S. 17:3048.1.H, or LAC
28:1V.503.D, 509.C or 701.E.3.b. The stipend will be paid
for each qualified summer session, semester, quarter, term,
or equivalent unit for which tuition is paid. Attending a
qualified summer session for which tuition is paid will count
toward the eighsemester limit for TOPS.

b. The semester or term count for a student shall not
be increased for any semester or term a student is unable to
complete because of orders to active duty in the United
States Armed Forces or National Guard, whether or not a full
refund for the TOPS payment for that semester or term is
received by LOSFA, provided that any amount of a stipend
paid and not refunded shall be counted toward the total
stipends allowed by law.

4.a. Through the 209-2010 Academic Year {dlege),
in lieu of the amount equal to tuition as provided by LAC
28:IV.701.E.13, students participating in the program
provided by R.S. 29:36.1 for persons serving in the
Louisiana National Guard shall receive the tuition exemption
as provided therein, plus any appliea®OPS stipend and a
sum of not more than $150 per semester or $300 annually
for the actual cost of books and other instructional materials.
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b. Beginning with the 2012011 academic ear
(College), in lieu of the amount equal to tuition as provided
by LAC 28:IV.701.E.13, students with the TOPS
Opportunity, Performance and Honors Award participating in
the program provided by R.S. 29:36.1 for persons serving in
the Louisiana National Guard shall receive the tuition
exemption as provided therein, plus a som$300 per
semester or $600 per academic year to be applied toward the
cost of books and other instructional materisisaddition,
those students with the Performance Award shall receive
$400 per semester or $800 per academic year for other
educationalexpenses and those students with the Honors
Award shall receive $800 per semester or $1,600 per
academic year for other educatiorapenses.

5. Students attending a regionally accredited
independent college or university which is a member of the
Louisiama Association of Independent Colleges and
Universities (LAICU):

a. in an academic program receive an amount equal
to theweighted average award amoumss defined in 8301,
plus any applicable stipend, prorated by two semesters, three
guarters, or equival¢mnits in each academic year (college).
The stipend will be paid for each qualified summer session,
semester, quarter, or equivalent unit for which tuition is paid.
Attending a qualified summer session for which tuition is
paid will count toward the eiglsemester limit for TOPS;

b. in a program for a vocational or technical
education certificate or diploma or a nRacademic
undergraduate degree receive an amount equal to the
average award amount (TOP®ch) as defined in 8301,
plus any applicable stipendrorated by two semesters, three
quarters, or equivalent units in each program year-(non
academic program). The stipend will be paid for each
qualified summer session, semester, quarter, term or
equivalent unit for which tuition is paid. Attending a
qualfied summer session for which tuition is paid will count
toward the eight semester limit for TOPS.

6. Recipients of TOPS Awards who are also
beneficiaries of Student Tuition Assistance and Revenue
Trust (START) Saving Program accounts, may apply the
START disbursements to pay tuition, and any remaining
tuition due may be paid by the TOPS Award. Any balance of
the TOPS Award which remains after payment of the
institution's charges, shall be credited to the student's
account and treated in accordance wisttifntional policies.

In the event the student's total aid, including Vocational
Rehabilitation Awards, exceeds the cost of attendance, any
federal loan aid included in the total aid package shall be
reduced, then institutional and other aid in accordavite
institutional practice, then the TOPS Award shall be reduced
by the amount of any remaining over award.

7. Students funded under the Tuition Assistance Plan
(TAP) or the Louisiana Honors Scholarship during the 1997
98 award year, who have maintaindidibility for the 1998
99 award year, shall be continued as TOPS opportunity or
performance recipients, respectively.
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8. Students funded under the Tuition Assistance Plan
(TAP) or the Louisiana Honors Scholarship Program during
the 199798 award year, whdost eligibility due to their
failure to maintain the required grade point average, shall be
continued as TOPS opportunity or performance recipients,
respectively, however, their eligibility for an award shall be
suspended pending their satisfaction oé tbontinuation
requirements of 8705.A.7 and 8. If a student satisfies the
applicable requirements of §705.A.7 and 8 no later than the
end of the 2000 Spring Semester, he/she shall be eligible for
reinstatement of the award in accordance with §705.B, for
the semester following the satisfaction of the requirements
of §705.A.7 and 8.

9. Prior recipients of the Louisiana Honors
Scholarship who attend a campus of the Louisiana Technical
College may continue to attend that institution as a recipient
of the TOPS Brformance Award.

10. Award amounts shall be credited to a student's
account with the institution and shall be used consistent with
the institution's policy, and as directed by the student, to pay
for those educational expenses included in the cost of
attendance.

11. Students enrolled and attending more than one
college or university at the same time shall be awarded as
follows:

a. students attending two or more Louisiana public
two or fouryear colleges or universities shall receive a total
amount not to xceed the amount that would be charged to
the student by the school with the highest tuition among
those at which the student is simultaneously enrolled;

b. students attending two or more regionally
accredited independent colleges or universities which are
members of the Louisiana Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities (LAICU) shall receive a total
amount not to exceed theeighted average award amount
as defined in 8301;

c. students attending a combination of Louisiana
public two or fouryea colleges or universities and
regionally accredited independent colleges or universities
which are members of the Louisiana Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities (LAICU) in an
academic program shall receive a total amount not to exceed
the amount that would be paid at the public school with the
highest tuition among those at which the student is
simultaneously enrolled or the weighted average award
amount, whichever amount is greater.

12. A student who successfully completes an
undergraduatdegree without having exhausted his period of
award eligibility shall receive an award for the remainder of
his eligibility if he enrolls in graduate or professional school
at an eligible college or university no later than the fall
semester immediatelpfiowing the first anniversary of the
student's completion of an undergraduate degree and has met
the requirements for continued eligibility set forth in
§705.A.6. The remaining eligibility may not be used to
pursue a second undergraduate degree.
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F. Beginring with the 2002001 academic year
(college) or program year (neacademic program) and
continuing for the remainder of their program eligibility,
students who meet each of the following requirements shall
be awarded a stipend in the amount of $200 pedified
summer session, semester, quarter, term, or equivalent unit
for which tuition is paid which shall be in addition to the
amount determined to equal the tuition charged by the public
college or university attended or, if applicable, the amount
provided for attendance at an eligible nonpublic college or
university:

1. prior to June 18, 1999, the student was determined
by the administering agency to be eligible for a Performance
Award, but who chose either by submission of a completed
Award Confirmatim Form or by not sending in a completed
Award Confirmation Form to receive an Opportunity Award
and was awarded an opportunity award; and

2. the student, once enrolled at an eligible institution,
has continuously met all requirements to maintain continued
state payment for a Performance Award.

G. Beginning with the 200@001 academic year
(college) or program year (neatademic program) and
continuing for the remainder of their program eligibility,
students who meet each of the following requirements shall
be awarded a stipend in the amount of $400 per qualified
summer session, semester, quarter, term, or equivalent unit
for which tuition is paid which shall be in addition to the
amount determined to equal the tuition charged by the public
college or univetity attended or, if applicable, the amount
provided for attendance at an eligible nonpublic college or
university:

1. prior to June 18, 1999, the student was determined
by the administering agency to be eligible for a Honors
Award, but who chose either Isubmission of a completed
Award Confirmation Form or by not sending in a completed
Award Confirmation Form to receive an Opportunity Award
and was awarded an Opportunity Award; and

2. the student, once enrolled at an eligible institution,
has continuouslynet all requirements to maintain continued
state payment for a honors award.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, fiize of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), amended LR 23:16U8 (December
1997), repromulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998), amended LR
24:1901 (October 1998), LR 25: 256 (February 1999), LR 26:67
(January 2000), LR 26:1262 (June 2000), LBR1995 (September
2000), LR 26:2000 (September 20QQkpromulgated LR 27:1848
(November 2001), amended LR 28:447 (March 2002), LR 28:2331
(November 2002), LR 29:880 (June 2003), LR 29:2372 (November
2003), LR 30:1161 (June 20 LR 31:2213 (September ZB)QLR
35:228 (February 2009).R 36:2854 (December 2010)

§703. Establishing Eligibility

A. To establish eligibility for a TOPS Opportunity,
Performance or Honors Award, the student applicant must
meet all of the following criteria:
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l.a. for students gmuating in academic year (high
school) 20042002 and prior, be a United States citizen,
provided however, that a student who is not a citizen of the
United States but who is eligible to apply for such
citizenship shall be deemed to satisfy the citizenship
requirement, if within 60 days after the date the student
attains the age of majority, the student applies to become a
citizen of the United States and obtains such citizenship
within one year after the date of the application for
citizenship. Those studen who are eligible for U. S.
citizenship and who otherwise qualify for a TOPS Award,
will continue to satisfy the citizenship requirements for a
TOPS Award for one year after the date of the student's
application for citizenship, at which time, if the démt has
not provided proof of U.S. citizenship to the Office of
Student Financial Assistance, the student's TOPS Award will
be suspended until such time as proof of citizenship is
provided and canceled if such proof is not provided by
May 1 of the following academic year (college). Students
cancelled solely due to their failure to become a United
States citizen within one year after the date of application
shall be reinstated to their award if they are a United States
citizen or a permanent resident adirtsd by the Bureau of
Citizenship and Immigration Services and were eligible to
apply for United States citizenship when cancelled and have
met the requirements for maintaining eligibility for the
award;

b. for students graduating in academic year (high
school) 20022003 and thereafter, be a United States citizen
or be a permanent resident as defined by the Bureau of
Citizenship and Immigration Services and be eligible to
apply for United States citizenship;

2. be aresident of Louisiana, as defined in1§3thd

3. submit the completed Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) or ofine application in accordance
with 8501 by the applicable state aid deadline defined in
8503 or 8505; and

4. initially apply and enroll as first-time freshmaras
defined in 8301, unless granted an exception for cause by
LASFAC, in an eligible college or universitydefined in
§301; and

a. if graduating from an eligible Louisiana public or
BESE approved nonpublic high school or an eligible-non
Louisiana high school or fro an eligible out of country
high school, enroll not later than the semester or term,
excluding summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following the first anniversary of the date that the student
graduated from high school; or

b. if the student joins # United States Armed
Forces within one year after graduating from an eligible
Louisiana or an eligible nehouisiana high school or from
an eligible out of country high school, enroll not later than
the semester, excluding summer semesters or sessions,
immediately following the 5th anniversary of the date that
the student graduated from high school or not later than the
semester, excluding summer semesters or sessions,
immediately following the one year anniversary of the
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student 6s
or

S e p a utya, whichever fs easlier; a c

c. Iif the student is eligible under the provisions of
§703.A.5.d or e, enroll not later than the semester or term,
excluding summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following the first anniversary of the date the student
completes the home study program, which is deemed to be
May 31; or

d. if the student is eligible under the provisions of
§703.A.5.d or e, and has joined and is on active duty with
the United States Armed Forces within one year of
completion of the 12th gradef an approved home study
program, enroll not later than the semester or term,
excluding summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following the 5th anniversary of the completion of the
approved home study program or not later than the semester,
excluding summer semesters or sessions, immediately
foll owing t he one year ann
separation from active duty, whichever is earlier; or

e. if a 199697 graduate who is an otherwise
eligible applicant, enroll as a fuime student during fall,
1998;

f.  high school graduates of 1997 and 1998 who are
otherwise eligible applicants attending ineligible schools for
the 199899 academic year, may request a waiver from
LASFAC to enroll in an eligible school and accept the award
no later than the 199fall semester by establishing to the
satisfaction of LASFAC that his/her failure to accept the
award for the 19989 academic year was due to
circumstances which could not be changed without the
student or his family experiencing a significant, negative
financial impact or which establish that it was not otherwise
feasible to enroll in an eligible school due to the timing of
the notification to the student of his/her eligibility for a
TOPS Award. To apply for a waiver from LASFAC, the
student must submitwaritten request addressed to the Office
of Student Financial Assistance, Attention: Scholarship and
Grant Division, and submit documentation which clearly
establishes the hardship which would have resulted had the
student not attended the enftstate cokkge or university;

g. all students must apply for an award by July 1 of
the academic year (high school) in which they graduate to
establish their initial qualification for an award, except as
provided by 8503.D. For a student entitled to defer
acceptance foan award under 8703.A.4.b or d that student
must apply by July 1 of the academic year (high school) in
which the student graduates, except as provided by §503.D:

i. and, if enrolling in an academic program, must
also apply by July 1 prior to the acadergear (college) in
which the student intends to first accept the award, and by
July 1 of every year of eligibility thereafter, except as
provided in 8501.B; or

ii. and, if enrolling in a program for a vocational
or technical education certificate or Rima or a non
academic undergraduate degree, must also apply by the July
1 immediately after the start of the program year {non
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acadengic pdogram) in which the student intends to first
accept the award, and by July 1 of every year of eligibility
thereaftergxcept as provided in 8501.B;

5.a. graduate from an eligible public or nonpublic
Louisiana high school or neaouisiana high school defined
in 81701.A.1, 2, or 3; and

i.(a). for students graduating in academic year
(high school) 2002002 and prior, ahe time of high school
graduation, an applicant must have successfully completed
16.5 units of high school course work documented on the
student's official transcript as approved by the Louisiana
Department of Education constitugi a core curriculum as
follows.

Units Course

1 English |

1 English Il . . R

Vi€ |§ng’ﬁsﬁ||y OT Tne stuaen 0s

1 English IV

1 Algebra | (1 unit) or Applied Algebra 1A and 1B (2 units)

1 Algebra Il

1 Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus or comparable
Advanced Mathematics

1 Biology

1 Chemistry

1 EarthScience, Environmental Science, Physical Science|
Biology Il, Chemistry I, Physics, Physics I, or Physics
for Technology

1 American History

1 World History, Western Civilization or World Geography

1 Civics and Free Enterprise (1 unit combined) or

Civics (1 unit, nonpublic)

1 Fine Arts Survey; (or substitute 2 units performance cou
in music, dance, or theater; or 2 units of studio art or vi
art; or 1 elective from among the other subjects listed i
this core curriculum)

2 Foreign Languagdjoth units in the same language

1/2 Computer Science, Computer Literacy or Business

Computer Applications (or substitute at least 1/2 unit of ¢
elective course related to computers that is approved by
State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE); or substitute at least 1/2 unit of an elective from
among the other subjects listed in this core curriculum);
BESE has approved the following courses as computer
related for purposes of satisfying the 1/2 unit computer
science requirement for athools (courses approved by
BESE for individual schools are not included):

Advanced Technical Drafting (1 credit)

Computer/Technology Applications (1 credit)

Computer Architecture (1 credit)

Computer/Technology Literacy (1/2 credit)

Computer Science | (dredit)

Computer Science Il (1 credit)

Computer Systems and Networking | (1 credit)

Computer Systems and Networking Il (1 credit)

Desktop Publishing (1/2 credit)

Digital Graphics and Animation (1/2 credit)

Introduction to Business Computer Applicationsédit)

Multimedia Productions (1 credit)

Technology Education Computer Applications (1 credi

Telecommunications (1/2 credit)

Web Mastering (1/2 credit)

Word Processing (1 credit)

Independent Study in Technology Applications (1 cred

(b). for studentsgraduating in academic year
(high school) 20022003 through 2002004, at the time of
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high school graduation, an applicant must have successfully
completed 16.5 units of high school course work
documented on the student's official transcript as approved
by the Louisiana Department of Education constiytia
core curriculum as follows.

Units Course

1 English |

1 English Il

1 English Il

1 English IV

1 Algebra | (1 unit) or Applied Algebra 1A and 1B (2 units

1 Algebra Il

1 Geometry, Trigonometry, Gaulus or comparable
Advanced Mathematics

1 Biology

1 Chemistry

1 Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physical Scienc
Biology Il, Chemistry II, Physics, Physics Il, or Physics
for Technology

1 American History

1 World History, Western Civilizatin or World Geography

1 Civics and Free Enterprise (1 unit combined) or

Civics (1 unit, nonpublic)
1 Fine Arts Survey; (or substitute 2 units performance

courses in music, dance, or theater; or 2 units of studig
or visual art; or 1 elective from amg the other subjects
listed in this core curriculum)

2 Foreign Language, both units in the same language
1/2 Computer Science, Computer Literacy or Business
Computer Applications (or substitute at least 1/2 unit of
elective course related to compsténat is approved by thq
State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE); or substitute at least 1/2 unit of an elective fron
among the other subjects listed in this core curriculum);
BESE has approved the following courses as computer
related fo purposes of satisfying the 1/2 unit computer
science requirement for all schools (courses approved 4
BESE for individual schools are not included):

Advanced Technical Drafting (1/2 or 1 credit)

Business Computer Applications (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Aoplications or Computer/Technology
Applications (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Architecture (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer/Technology Literacy (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Science | (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Science Il (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Systems and Netwarg | (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Systems and Networking Il (1/2 or 1 credit)

Desktop Publishing (1/2 or 1 credit)

Digital Graphics & Animation (1/2 credit)
Introduction to Business Computer Applications
(1/2 or 1 credit)

Multimedia Productions or Multiméa Presentations
(1/2 or 1 credit)

Technology Education Computer Applications
(2/2 or 1 credit)

Telecommunications (1/2 credit)

Web Mastering or Web Design (1/2 credit)

Word Processing (1/2 or 1 credit)

Independent Study in Technology Applications
(1/2 a 1 credit)

Units Course

1 English |

1 English Il

1 English Il

1 English IV

1 Algebra | (1 unit) or Applied Algebra 1A and 1B (2 units)

1 Algebra Il

1 Geometry, Trigonometry*, Calculus or comparable
Advanced Mathematics

*Trigonometry cannot be used to fulfill this requirement f
students graduating in Academic Year (High School) 20
2006 and thereafter

1 Biology

1 Chemistry

1 Earth Science, Eironmental Science, Physical Science,
Biology Il, Chemistry II, Physics, Physics Il, or Physics
for Technology

1 American History

1 World History, Western Civilization or World Geography

1 Civics and Free Enterprise (1 unit combined) or

Civics (1 unit,nonpublic)

1 Fine Arts Survey; (or substitute 2 units performance cou
in music, dance, or theater; or 2 units of studio art or vi
art; or one elective from among the other subjects liste
this core curriculum)

2 Foreign Language, both units the same language

1/2 Computer Science, Computer Literacy or Business

Computer Applications (or substitute at least-ba#é
unit of an elective course related to computers that is
approved by the State Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education (BESE)r substitute at least one
half unit of an elective from among the other subjects
listed in this core curriculum); BESE has approved th
following courses as computer related for purposes 0
satisfying the 1/2 unit computer science requirement
all schools (courses approved by BESE for individual
schools are not included):

Advanced Technical Drafting (1/2 or 1 credit)

Business Computer Applications (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Applications or Computer/Technology
Applications (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Achitecture (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Electronics | (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Electronics Il (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer/Technology Literacy (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Science | (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Science Il (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Systems ancelvorking | (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Systems and Networking Il (1/2 or 1 credit)
Desktop Publishing (1/2 or 1 credit)

Digital Graphics & Animation (1/2 credit)

Introduction to Business Computer Applications
(2/2 or 1 credit)

Multimedia Productions or Mtimedia Presentations
(1/2 or 1 credit)

Technology Education Computer Applications
(1/2 or 1 credit)

Telecommunications (1/2 credit)

Web Mastering or Web Design (1/2 credit)

Word Processing (1/2 or 1 credit)

Independent Study in Technology Applications
(1/2 or 1 credit)

(high school) 20042005 through 2002006, at the time of
high school graduation, an applicant must have successfully
completed 16.5 units of high school
documented on the student's o transcript as approved
by the Louisiana Department of Education constiyta

(c) for students graduating in academic year

core curriculum as follows.
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(d). for students graduating in academic year
(high school) 2002007, at the time of high school
graduation, an applicant must have successfully completed
16.5 units of high school course work documented on the
student's official trangipt as approved by the Louisiana
Department of Education constitagj a core curriculum as
follows.
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year (high school) 2002008 through 20123, at the time

of high school an applicant must have

(e). beginning with the graduates of academic

graduation,

successfully completed 17.5 units of high school course
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Units Course work that constitutes a core curriculum and is documented
1 English | on the student's official transpti as approved by the
1 | Englishll Louisiana Department of Education as follows.

1 English Il

1 English IV 3

1 Algebra | (1 unit) or Applied Algebra 1A and 1B (2 units) Unllts English | Course

1 Algebra Il 1 English Il

1 Geomety, Trigonometry*, Calculus or comparable 1 English Il
Advanced Mathematics 1 English IV

*Trigonometry cannot be used to fulfill this requirement f} - - -
students graduating in Academic Year (High School) 20 1 ﬁ:gggg :I(l unit) or Applied Algebra 1A and 1B (2 units)
2 nd thereafter

1 Bi(?lggya d thereafte 1 Geometry, Calculus or comparable Advanbéathematics

1 Chemistry 1 Biology

1 Earth Science, Environment@tience, Physical Science, 1 Chemistry _ _ _ _
Biology Il, Chemistry 11, Physics, Physics Il, or Physics 1 Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physical Sciencq
for Technology Biology II, Chemistry Il, Physics, Physics Il, or Physics f

1 American History Tech_nology or Agriscience | and‘II (both for; unit;

1 World History, Western Civilization or World Geography Ecr)%\gi(:jz(:er:jogg\égr’](t:zaélzléfiCeA%rrlstﬁEni?tlﬁgzlIo?(t)rt]:?nat

1 Civics and Free Enterprise (1 unit combined) or science elective requirement below) purp

Civics (1 unit, nonpublic - - - -

1 Fine Arts Survey; (or substitute 2 units performance coul 1 égg:ﬁgtt:\;e ggl?uﬁjrzog%gijﬁjfv,\g%%gztnISllJDtr)inebcai'ility
in music, dance, or theater; or 2 units of studio art or vig ha L > D )
art; or one elective from among the other subjects liste( ﬁriﬁ&g;ﬁigj‘MD;&%;?Q?:"EZZSMSﬁglﬁﬂhw{ﬁ;hggﬁf
thls.core curriculum) — academic year (high school) this course is renamed

2 Foreign Langua_lge, both units in the Sam‘guage. Advanced Math Pre-Calculus], Advanced Mathematics |

172 Computer Science, Computer Literacy or Business [beginning with the 2002009 academic year (high schoo
Computer Applications (or substitute at least-oaé this murse is renamed Advanced Matkunctions and
unit of an elective course related to computers that is Statistics], Integrated Mathematics |11 or the following
approved by the St_ate Board of EIe_mentary and science subjects: Biology Il, Chemistry Il, Physics or
Secondary Education (BESE); or sutusé at least one Physics Il
half unit of an elective from among the other subjects 1 American History
If'Sted n this core curriculum); BESE has approved th 1 World History, Western Civilization or World Geography
ollowing courses as computer related for purposes o 1 Civi T Frec E e (Luni bined
satisfying the 1/2 unit computer science requirement | C:x:g: ?funitrer?ongtuet:ﬁ(zl)se (1 unit combined) or
g::lhsg;go;?e(%%[f;sdizpérdc;\:/ed by BESE for individual 1 Fine Arts Survey; (or substitute 2 units performance cou

Advanced Technical Drafting (1/2 or 1 credit) in music, dance, or theater; or 2 units of studio art or vis
Business Computer Applications (1/2 or 1 credit) art; or 1 e_Iective from among the other subjects listetiis
Computer Applications or Computer/Technology core curriculum) _
Applications (1/2 or 1 credit) 2 Foreign Language, both units in the same language
Computer Architectur€l/2 or 1 credit)
Computer Electronics | (1/2 or 1 credit)
Computer Electronics Il (1/2 or 1 credit)
Computer/Technology Literacy (1/2 or 1 credit)
Computer Science | (1/2 or 1 credit)
Computer Science Il (1/2 or 1 credit)
Computer Systems and Networkih@L/2 or 1 credit)
Computer Systems and Networking Il (1/2 or 1 credit)
Database Design and Programming (1/2 or 1 credit)
Database Programming with PL/SQL (1/2 credit)
Desktop Publishing (1/2 or 1 credit)
Digital Graphics & Animation (1/2 credit)
Digital Media | (1/2 or 1 credit)
Digital Media Il (1/2 or 1 credit)
Introduction to Business Computer Applications
(1/2 or 1 credit)
Java Programming (1/2 or 1 credit)
Multimedia Productions or Multimedia Presentations
(1/2 or 1 credit)
Technology Education Cqoater Applications
(1/2 or 1 credit)
Telecommunications (1/2 credit)
Web Mastering or Web Design (1/2 credit)
Word Processing (1/2 or 1 credit)
Independent Study in Technology Applications
(1/2 or 1 credit)
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Units

Course

1/2

Computer Science, Computer Literacy or Business
Computer Applications (or substitute at least-ba# unit

of an elective course related to computers that is approv|
by theState Board of Elementary and Secondary Educat]
(BESE) or substitute at least ehalf unit of an elective
from among the other subjects listed in this core
curriculum). BESE has approved the following courses g
computer related for purposes of satisfythe 1/2 unit
computer science requirement for all schools (courses
approved by BESE for individual schools are not include|
Advanced Technical Drafting (1/2 or 1 credit)

Business Computer Applications (1/2 or 1 credit)
Computer Applications or Compar{Technology
Applications (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Architecture (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Electronics | (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Electronics Il (1/2 or 1 credit)
Computer/Technology Literacy (1/2 or 1 credit)
Computer Science | (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Science Il (1/2 or 1 credit)

Computer Systems and Networking | (1/2 or 1 credit)
Computer Systems and Networking Il (1/2 or 1 credit)
Database Design and Programming (1/2 or 1 credit)
Database Programming with PL/SQL (1/2 credit)
Desktop Publishing (2 or 1 credit)

Digital Graphics & Animation (1/2 credit)

Digital Media | (1/2 or 1 credit)

Digital Media Il (1/2 or 1 credit)

Introduction to Business Computer Applications

(1/2 or 1 credit)

Java Programming (1/2 or 1 credit)

Multimedia Productions or Mtimedia Presentations (1/2 ¢
1 credit)

Technology Education Computer Applications

(1/2 or 1 credit)

Telecommunications (1/2 credit)

Web Mastering or Web Design (1/2 credit)

Word Processing (1/2 or 1 credit)

Independent Study in Technology Applications

Units Course

1 Fine Arts Survey; (or substitute 2 units performance cou
in music, dance, or theater; or 2 units of studio art or vis
art; or 1 elective from among the other subjects listed in
corecurriculum)
2 Foreign Language, both units in the same language

ii.(@). For students graduating in academic
year (high school) 2002008 and prior, for purposes of
satisfying the requirements of 8703.A.5.a.i above, or
8803.A.6.a, the following courseshall be considered
equivalent to the identified core courses and may be

substituted to satisfy corresponding core courses.

Core Curriculum Course

Equivalent (Substitute) Course

Physical Science

General Science, Integrated Science

Algebra |

Algebra |, Rarts 1 and 2, Integrated
Mathematics |

Applied Algebra IA and IB

Applied Mathematics | and Il

Algebra |, Algebra Il and
Geometry

Integrated Mathematics I, Il and Ill

Algebra Il Integrated Mathematics Il
Geometry Integrated Mathematics |l|
Geometry,Trigonometry, PreCalculus, Algebra I, Probability and

Calculus, or Comparable
Advanced Mathematics

Statistics, Discrete Mathematics, Applied
Mathematics IlI*, Advanced Mathematic{
I, Advanced Mathematics I

Chemistry

Chemistry Com

Fine Arts Survey

Speech Debate (2 units)

Western Civilization

European History

Civics

AP American Government

*Applied Mathematics Ill was formerly referred to as Applied Geome]

(1/2 or 1 credit)

curriculum and

(f. beginning with the graduates of academic
year (high school) 20134, at the time of high school
graduation, an applicant must have successfully complete
19 units of high school course work that constitutes a core
isdocumented on the student's official

(b). For students graduating in academic year
(high school) 200&007 through the 2008009 academic
year (high school), for purposes of satisfying the
requirements of 8§703.A.5.a.i above, or 8803.A.6.a, the
following courses shall be considered equivalent to the
identified core courses and may be substituted to satisfy
g corresponding core courses.

Core Curriculum Course Equivalent (Substitute) Course

transcript as approved by the Louisiana Department of

Education as follows.

Physical Science

Integrated Science

Algebra |

Units Course

1 English |

1 English Il

1 English Il1

1 English IV

1 Algebra | (1 unit) or Applied Algebra 1A and 1B (2 units)

1 Algebra Il

2 Geometry, Calculus, Pi@alculus, Algebra Ill, Probability
and Statistics, Discrete Mathematics, Applied Mathemat;
Ill, Advanced Mathi Pre-Calculus, Advanced Math
Functions and Statistics, Integrated Mathematics |1l

1 Biology

1 Chemistry

2 Eath Science, Environmental Science, Physical Science
Biology Il, Chemistry II, Physics, Physics Il, or Physics fq
Technology or Agriscienceand Il (both for 1 unit)

1 American History

2 World History, Western Civilization or World Geography

1 Civicsand Free Enterprise (1 unit combined) or
Civics (1 unit)
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Algebra |, Parts 1 and 2, Integrated
Mathematics |

Applied Algebra IA and 1B

Applied Mathematics | and Il

Algebra |, Algebra Il and
Geometry

Integratel Mathematics |, Il and Il

Algebra Il

Integrated Mathematics I

Geometry

Integrated Mathematics Ill

Geometry, Trigonometry,
Calculus, or Comparable
Advanced Mathematics

PreCalculus, Algebra lll, Probability
and Statistics, Discrete Mathematics,
Applied Mathematics Il1*, Advanced
Mathematics [beginning with the 2008
2009 academic year (high school) this
course is renamed Advanced Méath
PreCalculus] Advanced Mathematics
II [beginning with the 2002009
academic year (high school) this coury
is reramed Advanced MathFunctions
and Statistics]

Chemistry

Chemistry Com

Fine Arts Survey

Speech Il and Speech 1V (both units)

Western Civilization

European History

Civics

AP American Government

Geometry

*Applied Mathematics Il was formerly referred to as Apli
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(c). For students graduating in academic year
(high school) 20022010 and after, for purposes of satisfying
the requirements of §703.A.5.a.i above, or 8803.A.6.a, the
following courses shall be considered equivalent to the
identified core corses and may be substituted to satisfy
corresponding core courses.

Core Curriculum Course
Physical Science
Algebra |

Equivalent (Substitute) Course
Integrated Science
Algebra |, Parts 1 and 2, Integrated
Mathematics |, Applied Algebra |
Applied Mathematics | and Il
Integrated Mathematics I, Il and Ill

Applied AlgebralA and IB
Algebra I, Algebra Il and

Geometry
Algebra Il Integrated Mathematics Il
Geometry Integrated Mathematics Ill, Applied

Geometry

PreCalculus, Algebra lll, Probability
and Statistics, Discrete Mathematics,
Applied Mathematics IlI*Advanced
Mathi PreCalculus**, Advanced
Mathi Functions and Statistics***
Chemistry Com

Speech Il ad Speech IV (both units)
European History

Geometry, Trigonometry,
Calculus, or Comparable
Advanced Mathematics

Chemistry
Fine Arts Survey
Western Civilization

Civics AP American Government
*Applied Mathematics Ill was formerly referred to as Appli
Geometry

** Advanced Mathi PreCalculus was formerly referred to 4§
Advanced Mathematics Il

** Advanced Matli Functions and Statistiagas formerly referred tq
asAdvanced Mathematics |l

iii.  for purposes of satisfying the requirements of
§703.A.5.a.i above, in addition to the courses identified in
§703.A.5.a.ii, the following courses shall be ddesed
equivalent to the identified core courses and may be
substituted to satisfy corresponding core courses for students
of the Louisiana Schodbr Math, Science anthe Arts; or

Core Curriculum Course Equivalent (Substitute) Course

English Il EN 210Composition/Major
Themes in Literature (1 unit)
English IV Any 2 of the following 1/2 unit

courses:

EN 311Readings in Literature
(at least one 311 course is a
requirement)

EN 311A American Literature

EN 311B British Literature

EN 302 Studies in the Engh
Language

EN 304 Topics in American and
British Literature

EN 312 Studies in Poetry

EN 314 Readings in World
Literature

EN 322 Studies in Fiction

EN 332 Introduction to Film
Studies

EN 342 Studies in Modern Drama

EN 401 Creative Writing

EN 402 ExpositoryVriting

EN 412 Studies in a Major
Aut hor' Shakesp

EN 422 Studies in a Major
Aut hor ' Faul

IS 314 Dramatic Text and
Performance

IS 315 Literature and Science

kne
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Core Curriculum Course Equivalent (Substitute) Course

IS 317 Evolution and Literature

IS 318 Sacred Literature

IS 411 English Renaissance

Any combination of advanced mat
courses which equal 1 unit of
course credit that are certified by
the school to be equivalent of
Algebra |

Any combination of advanced mat
courses which equal 1 unit of
course credithtat are certified by
the school to be equivalent of
Algebra II:

MA 120 College Algebra (1 unit),
or

MA 121 Accelerated College
Algebra (1/2 unit) and

1/2 unit of MA 203 Trigonometry

PH 110L Conceptual Physics
(1 unit), or

PH 210L General Physi¢4 unit),
or

PH 250L Advanced Placement
Physics (1 unit), or

PH 310L Physics with Calculus

Bl 210L Advanced Placement
Biology (1 unit), or

Bl 231L Microbiology (1/2 unit),
and

Bl 241 Molecular and Cellular
Biology (1/2 unit)

AH 243 American Government an
Politics (1/2 unit), and

SS 113 Economics (1/2 unit)

EH 121 Ancient and Medieval
History (1/2 unit) and

EH 122 Modern History (1/2 unit)

Algebra | (one unit)

Algebra Il (one unit)

Physics

Biology I

Civics (1/2 unitjand
Free Enterprise (1/2 unit)

Western Civilization

b. graduate from an eligible plib or nonpublic

Louisiana high school or nelmouisiana high school defined
in 81701.A.3 and have completed the core curriculum
defined in 8703.A.5.a.i, unless the following exceptions
apply:

i. for students in graduating classes prior to the
year 2004, ne or more core units are waived based upon a
sworn affidavit by the principal or headmaster or authorized
designee that the course was not available to the student at
the school attended,;

ii. for adisabled studendr anexceptional childas
defined in 8301, who have met the criteria set forth in
82115, one or more core units are waived; or

c. graduate from an owdf-state public or private
high school approved by the chief state and territorial school
officer (or the state agency which is the equivaleht
Louisiana's Board of Elementary and Secondary Education)
of the state in which the school is located (see §1701.A.4);
or

d.i. successfully complete at the 12th grade level a
home study program approved by BESE; or

ii. if ever was enrolled in a Louigia public or
nonpublic school approved by BESE, successfully
completed at least the 11th and 12th grade levels of a home
study program approved by BESE; and

Louisiana Administrative Code September 2011



EDUCATION

iii. if having previously attended a Louisiana
public high school, a Louisiana nonpublic high sdhor an
approved notLouisiana high school, has provided LASFAC
with certification by the previously attended high school that
said student was in good standing at the time the student last
attended such school; or

e. graduate from a high school defineth
§1701.A.5 or successfully complete at the 12th grade level a
home study program approved by BESE and conducted
outside the United States and its territories; or

f.i. for students graduating in academic years (high
school) 2002001 and 2002002, succesully complete a
minimum of 10 units in honors courses graded on a 5.00
scale and graduate from an eligible public or nonpublic
Louisiana high school or nelmouisiana high school defined
in 81701.A.1, 2, or 3. and have completed the core
curriculum defind in §703.A.5.a.i.; or

i. for students graduating academic year (high
school) 2002003 through 2002006, successfully
complete a minimum of 10 units in honors curriculum
courses used to satisfy the core curriculum requirement and
graded on a 4.00 or dher scale and graduate from an
eligible public or nonpublic Louisiana high school or nhon
Louisiana high school defined in §1701.A.1, 2, or 3. and
have completed the core curriculum defined in §703.A.5.a.i.;
or

g. beginning with the 20062005 Award Year,
eligible non-graduates who meet the following criteria:

i. be a United States citizen or be a permanent
resident as defined by the United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services and be eligible to apply for United
States citizenship;

i. meetthe regeements of §703.A.3, above; and

iii. actually reside in Louisiana for at least two
years prior to the student's first enroliment in an eligible
college or university; and

iv. as certified by a psychologist or psychiatrist
licensed to practice in Louisia, the student has a score that
is at least in the superior range on the Wechsler Intelligence
Scale for Children (Third Edition) or revised version of such
instrument; and

v. as certified by a psychologist or psychiatrist
licensed to practice in Louisia, the student has a composite
score that is at least at the ninetieth percentile at the 12th
grade level in the reading, mathematics, and written
language portions of the Wechsler Individual Achievement
Test (Second Edition) or revised version of susk &nd

vi.  prior to enrolling for the first time in an eligible
college or university, the student's score on the ACT must
meet the requirements of §703.A.6.a., as specified for the
respective award, or have an equivalent score on the
Scholastic Aptituddest; and

vii.  before the student's 19th birthday:
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(a). enrolls in an eligible college or university
and successfully earns 12 hours of course credits; and

(b). enrolls in an eligible college or university as
a full-time student to pursue an academic ergcaduate
degree at the baccalaureate level; and

viii. after meeting all the requirements in
§703.A.5.g.1. through vi, the student will qualify for a TOPS
Award,;

6. have achieved an ACT score, as defined in §301 of
at least:

a. if qualifying under the tens of §703.A.5.a, b,
or g:

i. the state's reported prior year ACT composite
average, rounded, but never less than 20 for the Opportunity
Award; or

ii. a 23 for the Performance Award; or
iil. a 27 for the Honors Award; or
b. if qualifying under §703.A4.c:

i. is a Louisianaresident, except as defined in
Subparagraph h of the definition bbuisiana Residenin
8301:

(a). the state's reported prior year average plus
3 points, rounded, but never less than 23 for the Opportunity
Award; or

(b). a 26 forthe Performance Award; or
(c). a 30 for the Honors Award; and

i. is a Louisiana residentas defined in
Subparagraph h of the definition bbuisiana Residentin
8301:

(a). the state's reported prior year average plus
2 points, rounded, but never lesant22 for the Opportunity
Award; or

(b). a 25 for the Performance Award; or
(c). a 29 for the Honors Award; and

c.i. if completed the 12th grade level of an approved
home study program during or before the academic year
(high school) 2002004 and qualifyig under §703.A.5.d,;

(a). the state's reported prior year average plus 3
points, rounded, but never less than 23 for the Opportunity
Award; or

(b). a 26 for the Performance Award; or
(c). a 30 for the Honors Award; and

ii. if completed the 12th grade Ilelv of an
approved home study program during or after academic year
(high school) 2002005 and through academic year (high
school) 20062007 and qualifying under §703.A.5.d;



Title 28, Part IV

(a). the state's reported prior year average plus
2 points, rounded, but nevestethan 22 for the Opportunity
Award; or

(b). a 25 for the Performance Award; or
(c). a 29 for the Honors Award; and

iii. if completed the 12th grade level of an
approved home study program during or after the academic
year (high school) 2002008 and aér, and qualifying under
§703.A.5.d;

(a). the state's reported prior year average plus
2 points, rounded, but never less than 22 for the Opportunity
Award; or

(b). a 24 for the Performance Award; or
(c). a 28 for the Honors Award; and

d.i. if qualifying under 8703.A.5.e by graduating
from a high school defined in §1701.A.5; which is limited to
the Opportunity Award only; the state's reported prior year
average plus 3 pointsyunded, but never less than 23;

ii.  if qualifying under §703.A.5.e by succeasiyf
completing thel2th grade level ahome study program
approved by BESE and conducted outside the United States
and its territories during or before the academic year (high
school) 2002004 or during or after the academic year (high
school) 2008009; which is limited to the Opportunity
Award only; the state's reported prior year average plus 3
points, rounded, but never less than 23;

iii.  if qualifying under §703.A.5.e by successfully
completing thel2th grade level ahome study program
approved by BEBE and conducted outside the United States
and its territories during or after the academic year (high
school) 2004005 and through the academic year (high
school) 20072008; which is limited to the Opportunity
Award only; the state's reported prior yemrerage plus
2 points, rounded, but never less than 22;

e. if qualifying under §703.A.5.f; which is limited
to the Performance Award only; a 24; and

7. not have a criminal conviction, except for
misdemeanor traffic violations, and if the student has been
the United States Armed Forces and has separated from such
service, has received an honorable discharge or general
discharge under honorable conditions; and

8. agree that awards will be used exclusively for
educational expenses;

B. Students qualifying:

1. under §703.A.5.a and b during or before academic
year (high school) 2008007, must have attained a
cumulative high school grade point average, based on a 4.00
maximum scale, of at least:

a. a 2.50 for the Opportunity Award; or

b. a 3.50 for the Perforance or Honors Awards;
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2. under 8703.A.5.a and b during or after academic
year (high school) 2002008, must have attained a
cumulative high school grade point average, based on a 4.00
maximum scale, of at least:

a. a 2.50 for the Opportunity Award; or
b. a 3.00 for the Performance or Honors Awards;

3. under §703.A.5.f and graduating in academic year
(high school) 2002001 through 2002006, must have
attained a TOPS cumulative high school grade point
average, based on a 4.00 maximum scale, of at leafDa 3
for the Performance Award.

C. Students qualifying under §703.A.5.a and b, for the
Performance Award only, must be certified as graduating in
the top five percent of the 199B high school graduating
class, as defined in §1703.B.4, in lieu of compgetime core
curriculum.

D. Students who have qualified academically for more
than one of the TOPS Awards, excluding the TOPS Teacher
Award, shall receive the award requiring the most rigorous
eligibility criteria.

E. Students graduating in academic year96i97 and
199798 who qualified by reduction of the foreign language
requirement must provide LASFAC a copy of their college
transcript showing completion of one or more foreign
language courses. Eligibility for an award is not established
until receipt of the transcript verifying that the foreign
language credit was earned and the student shall first be
awarded for the semester or term following that in which
eligibility was established. Under this provision, eligibility
must be established not later th#re conclusion of the
199899 award year. High school graduates of 19%6nd
199798 who meet the requirements of §703.A.4.b or d or
8803.A.4.b or d of these rules and who have not been
discharged with an undesirable, bad conduct or dishonorable
discharg must meet the foreign language requirement no
later than one year after the date of separation from active
duty.

F. In the event that a student applicant was determined
ineligible by the administering agency for an award under
this program or for a higihdevel award than that initially
offered the student and such determination was based upon
data that was subsequently found to be in error, then the
student's eligibility shall be reevaluated based upon the
corrected data and, if found eligible, the stutdshall be
offered the award for which he qualifies. The award shall
begin with the academic year during which the reevaluation
occurred and eligibility first established. The requirement
that a student be a firiitme freshman shall be waived for
those tudents who are determined eligible under these
circumstances subsequent to the commencement of their
postsecondary education.

G. Early Admission to College

1. A student who enters an eligible college or
university under an early admissions program ptaohigh
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school graduation will be eligible for an appropriate award
under the following conditions.

a. The college early admissions program is one that
meets the requirements of the Louisiana Department of
Education as set forth in the latest edition ofi&in 741.

b. The student has satisfied all core curriculum
requirements not completed in high school by making
passing scores on equivalent college courses.

c. The college courses taken to satisfy core
curriculum requirements and the grades reportedhoset
courses are reflected in the student's official high school
records. The student is awarded a high school diploma and
the grade point average and core curriculum are certified to
LASFAC by the high school in the same manner as that of
other high schdaraduates

d. The student's core curriculum requirements are
completed no later than the conclusion of the first two
semesters or three quarters of college attendance following
entrance into the college early admissions program.

2. A student who enters na eligible college or
university early admissions program prior to graduation
from high school shall be consideredirat-time freshman
as defined in 8301, not earlier than the first semester
following the academic year (high school) in which the
studentgraduated. A student who enters an early admissions
program will remain eligible for a TOPS Award until the
semester or term, excluding summer semesters or sessions,
immediately following the first anniversary of the date that
the student actually gradeat

H. Returning Students

1. A returning studentas defined in 8301, is eligible
for a TOPS Award if:

a. he submits an application to return from an-out
of-state college that includes:

i. the name of the Louisiana school in which he
has enrolled or wilenroll; and

i. his official transcripts from all owutf-state
colleges and universities attended; and

b. he met all the requirements to maintain his award
that would have been applicable had the student enrolled in
an eligible college or university dugrthe time the student
was enrolled in an otdf state college or university; and

c. he enrolled in an eligible college or university no
later than the next semester or term, excluding summer
sessions and intersessions, immediately following the last
semeter he was enrolled in the oot state college or
university.

2. A returning student who fails to enroll by the
deadline established in §703.A.4 or to maintain full time
enrollment or to earn 24 hours during an academic year
(college) while enrolled in anoutof-state college or
university, shall not be eligible for a TOPS Award unless
granted an exception in accordance with §2103.
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3. The period of eligibility of a returning student shall
be reduced by each semester or term the student was
enrolled in an ot-of state college or university.

I. Deaf and Harebf-Hearing Students. Any student who
graduates from high school or completes an apprboeece
study progranduring and after academic year (high school)
20042005 and who is eligible for a TOPS Opportynit
Performance, or Honors Award may use the award at an out
of-state college or university if all the following conditions
are met:

1. the college or university is nonpubland

2. the college or university is accredited by a regional
accrediting organizen recognized by the United States
Department of Educatigoand

3. all programs and services at the college or
university are specifically designed to accommodate deaf
and harebf-hearing studentsnd

4. deaf and harof-hearing students comprise the
mgority of students enrolled at the college or university at
the undergraduate leyelind

5. the award recipient meets the admission
requirements of the college or university that are applicable
to deaf and hardf-hearing studentsand

6. the award recipi@ must enroll as firstime
freshman as defined in 8301, unless granted an exception for
cause by LASFAC, in the ouwif-state college or university
by the deadlines established in §703;/A4dd

7. the award recipient must meet the requirements of
8705 to continue receiving the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance or Honors Awardamnd

8. the college or university complies with the
requirements for postsecondary institutions provided in
§1903.

J. Natural Disaster Initial Eligibility Requirements

1. To establish d@ibility for a TOPS Opportunity,
Performance or Honors Award, a displaced student
graduating from high school or completing a BESE
approved home study program at the 12th grade level during
the 20052006, 20062007, 20072008, and 2002009
academic years(high school) must meet albf the
requirements of §703-A8 above, except as follows:

a. Adisplaced student who has been certified by the
principal or headmaster to have graduated during the-2005
2006, 200e2007, 20072008, and 2002009 school years
from an oufof-state high school that meets the criteria of an
eligible outof-state high school as provided in §1701.A.4
and 5 shall not be required to have for the respective awards
a higher minimum composite score on the ACT or on the
Scholastic AptitudeTest than required for a student who
graduates from an eligible Louisiana high school provided
such student has, for an opportunity award, a cumulative
high school grade point average on all courses on the high
school transcript of at least 2.50 calcutaten a 4.00 scale
or, for a performance or honors award, a cumulative high
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school grade point average on all courses on the high school
transcript of at least 3.50 calculated on a 4.00 scale.

b. The requirement that a student who graduates
from an eligible Louisiana high school during the 20605
2006, 20062007, 20072008, and 2002009 school years
must have successfully completed the applicable core
curriculum shall be waived for a displaced student based
upon a sworn affidavit by the student's high schpsicipal
or headmaster or authorized designee that failure to comply
with such requirement is due solely to the fact that the
required course or courses were not available to the student
at the school attended.

c. A displaced student shall be deemed teetribe
Louisianaresidency requirement if:

i.  such dependent or independent student actually
resided in Louisiana during thentire 20042005 academic
year (high school) and was enrolled for such time in an
eligible Louisiana high school and graduatedmnfrdnigh
school during the 2008006, 20062007, 20072008, or
20082009academic year (high school); or

i. such dependent student has a parent or -court
ordered custodian who actually resided in a parish listed in
§703.J.2.a below for at least the 12 manghior to August
26, 2005, or in a parish listed in §703.J.2.b below for at least
the 12 months prior to September 20, 2005.

d. A dependent student who graduated from an
eligible outof-state high school shall be deemed to meet the
Louisiana residency redrement if his parent or court
ordered custodian was displaced as a resident from a parish
listed:

i. in §703.J.2.a below due to Hurricane Katrina
and such parent or cotstdered custodian actually resided
in Louisiana for at least the 12 months priorAugust 26,
2005; or

ii. in §703.J.2.b below due to Hurricane Rita and
such parent or coudrdered custodian actually resided in
Louisiana for at least the 12 months prior to September 20,
2005.

e. A displaced student who during the 268306,
20062007, 20072008, and 2002009 academic years (high
school) successfully completes at the 12th grade level a
home study program approved by the State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education shall not be required
to have also completed the 11th grade |l®fedn approved
home study course.

2. For the purposes of this Subsectiatisplaced
studentmeans:

a. a student who on August 26, 2005, was actually
residing in Jefferson, Lafourche, Orleans, Plaguemines, St.
Bernard, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, or Washind®anish
and:

i. was enrolled in an eligible Louisiana high
school as provided in §1701.A.1, 2 and 3; or
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i. was enrolled in a home study program
approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education; or

b. a student who on September 20, 200%as
actually residing in Acadia, Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu,
Cameron, lberia, Jefferson Davis, St. Mary, Terrebonne, or
Vermilion Parish and:

i. was enrolled in an eligible Louisiana high
school as provided in §1701.A.1, 2 and 3; or

i. was enrolledin a home study program
approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education.

3. To establish eligibility for a TOPS Opportunity,
Performance or Honors Award, a displaced student
graduating from an eligible Louisiana high school or
completinga BESE approved home study program at the
12th grade level during the 20807 academic year (high
school) must meet all of the requirements of §70B8.8
above, except as follows

a. The requirement that a student who graduates
from an eligible Louisiaa high school during the 20@2®07
academic year (high school) must have successfully
completed the applicable core curriculum shall be waived
for a displaced student based upon a sworn affidavit by the
student's high school principal or headmaster onaaized
designee that failure to comply with such requirement is due
solely to the fact that the required course or courses were not
available to the student at the school attended.

b. A displaced student shall be deemed to meet the
Louisiana residency redrement if:

i.  such dependent or independent student actually
resided in Louisiana during his entiféth grade year of
high school and was enrolled for such time in an eligible
Louisiana high school; or

ii. such dependent student has a parent or -court
ordered custodian who actually resided in a parish listed in
§703.J.2.a above for at least the 12 months prior to August
26, 2005, or in a parish listed in §703.J.2.b above for at least
the 12 months prior to September 20, 2005.

4. To establish eligibily for a TOPS Opportunity,
Performance or Honors Award, a displaced student who has
been certified by the principal or headmaster to have
graduated during the 20@®07 school year from an eat-
state high school that meets the criteria of an eligibleobut
state high school as provided in §1701.A.4 and 5 and
receives a Louisiana Distance Diploma from the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education must meet all of the
requirements of §703.A1.8 above, except as follows.

a. Adisplaced student shall nbe required to have
for the respective awards a higher minimum composite score
on the ACT or on the Scholastic Aptitude Test than required
for a student who graduates from an eligible Louisiana high
school provided such student has, for an opportunity cawar
a cumulative high school grade point average on all courses
on the high school transcript of at least 2.50 calculated on a
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4.00 scale or, for a performance or honors award, a
cumulative high school grade point average on all courses on
the high schoolranscript of at least 3.50 calculated on a
4.00 scale.

b. A displaced student shall be deemed to meet the
Louisiana residency requirement if:

i.  such dependent or independent student actually
resided in Louisiana during his entire 10th grade year of
high school and was enrolled for such time in an eligible
Louisiana high school; or

ii. such dependent student has a parent or -court
ordered custodian who actually resided in a parish listed in
§703.J.2.a above for at least the 12 months prior to August
26, D05, or in a parish listed in §703.J.2.b above for at least
the 12 months prior to September 20, 2005.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213025, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Finarcia
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:636 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1902 (October 1998), LR 24:2237 (December
1998), LR 25:257 (February 1999), LR 25:655 (April 1999), LR
25:1794 (Octobr 1999), LR 26:64, 67 (January 2000), LR 26:689
(April 2000), LR 26:1262 (June 2000), LR 26:1602 (August 2000),
LR 26:1996, 1999, 2001 (September 2000), LR 26:2268 (October
2000), LR 26:2753 (December 2000), LR 27:36 (January 2001),
LR 27:702 (May 2001),LR 27:1219, 1219 (August 2001),
repromulgated LR 27:1850 (November 2001), amended LR 28:772
(April 2002), LR 28:2330, 2332 (November 2002), LR 29:125
(February 2003), LR 29:2372 (November 2003), LR 30:1162 (June
2004), LR 30:1471 (July 2004), LR 30:201%fEmber 2004), LR
31:37 (January 2005), LR 31:2213 (September 2005), LR 31:3112
(December 2005), LR 32:2239 (December 2006), LR 33:435
(March 2007), LR 33:2357 (November 2007), LB3:2612
(December 2007), LR 34:198July 2008), LR 35:228 (February
2009),LR 36:312 (February 2010), LR 36:490 (March 2010R
36:2269 (October 2010)R 36:2855 (December 2010)

§705. Maintaining Eligibility

A. To continue receiving the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance or Honors Awards, the recipient must meet all
of the following criteria:

1. have received less than four years or eight
semesters of TOPS Award funds, except as provided in
8§701.E.1.b, §701.E.2.b and §701.E.3.b; and

2. submit the renewal FAFSA in accordance with
8505.F; and

3. not have a criminal conviction, exceptor
misdemeanor traffic violations and if the student has been in
the United States Armed Forces and has separated from such
service, has received an honorable discharge or general
discharge under honorable conditions; and

4. agree that awards will be ubeexclusively for
educational expenses; and

5. continue to enroll and accept the TOPS Award as a
full-time undergraduate student, professional or graduate
student in areligible college or universitgefined in §301,
and maintain an enrolled status throoghthe academic
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term, unless granted an exception for cause by LASFAC;
and

6. minimum academic progress:

a.i. in an academic undergraduate program at an
eligible college or university, by the end of each academic
year (college), earn a total of at leagtllege credit hours
as determined by totaling the earned hours reported by the
institution for each semester or term in the academic year
(college), including any hours earned during an intersession
ending during the academic year. These hours shdlidec
remedial course work required by the institution, but shall
not include hours earned during qualified summer sessions,
summer sessions or intersessions that do not end during the
academic year or by advanced placement course credits.
Unless granted aaxception for cause by LASFAC, failure
to earn the required number of hours will result in permanent
cancellation of the recipient's eligibility; or

i.  beginning in the 20062009 academic year, in
an academic undergraduate program at an eligible catiege
university, by the end of each academic year (college), earn a
total of at least 24 college credit hours as determined by
totaling the earned hours reported by the institution for each
semester or term in the academic year (college), including
any hous earned during an intersession ending during the
academic year or immediately following the spring term.
These hours shall include remedial course work required by
the institution, but shall not include hours earned during
qualified summer sessions, summessions or intersessions
that do not end during the academic year or intersessions
that do not immediately follow the spring term or by
advanced placement course credits. Unless granted an
exception for cause by LASFAC, failure to earn the required
numker of hours will result in permanent cancellation of the
recipient's eligibility; or

b. in a program for a vocational or technical
education certificate or diploma or a Racademic
undergraduate degree at an eligible college or university,
earn a total oat least 24 college credit hours as determined
by totaling the earned hours reported by the institution for
each semester or term in the program year -@uatiemic
program) Unless granted an exception for cause by
LASFAC, failure toearn the required numer of hourswill
result in permanent cancellation of the recipient's eligibility;
or

c. In an academic graduate or professional program
at an eligible college or university, by the end of each
academic year (college), earn at least the total colleget credi
hours required by the college or university for full time
enrollment for each semester or quarter as determined by
totaling the earned hours reported by the institution for each
semester or quarter in the academic year (college). These
hours shall not idude hours earned during qualified
summer sessions, summer sessions nor intersessions nor by
advanced placement course credits. Unless granted an
exception for cause by LASFAC, failure to earn the required
number of hours will result in permanent candaila of the
recipient's eligibility; or
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d. in an eligible cosmetology or proprietary school,
meet the federal grant aid steady academic progress
requirement at that school; and

7. maintain steady academic progress defined in
§301; and

8. maintain at areligible college or university, by the
end of the spring semester, quarter, or term, a cumulative
college grade point average (GPA) on a 4.00 maximum scale
of at least:

a. a 2.30 with the completion of less than 48 credit
hours, a 2.50 after the completiof 48 credit hours, for
continuing receipt of an Opportunity Award, if enrolled in an
academic program; or

b. a 2.50, for continuing receipt of an Opportunity
Award, if enrolled in a program for a vocational or technical
education certificate or diplomaroa nonracademic
undergraduate degree; and

c. a 3.00 for continuing
Performance or Honors Award; or

receipt of either a

d. the minimum grade necessary to maintain good
standing, if enrolled in a graduate or professional program;
or

e. meet the federal granaid steady academic
progress requirement at that school, if enrolled in an eligible
cosmetology or proprietary school; and

9. through the 2002004 Academic Year (College),
has not been enrolled in a program for a vocational or
technical education cerithte or diploma or a neacademic
undergraduate degree for more than two years.

B. Students failing to meet the requirements listed in
§705.A.7 or §705.A.8.a, b, or ¢ may have their tuition
awards reinstated upon regainisigady academic progress
(see 8B1) and/or attainment of the required GPA, if the
period of ineligibility did not persist for more than two years
from the date of loss of eligibility. Students who fail to meet
the continuation requirements of 705.A.8.c, but who meet
the continuation redqrements of §705.A.8.a or b., shall no
longer be eligible for the stipend authorized for the
Performance and Honors Awards, but shall continue to
receive the award amount for the Opportunity Award. If the
two-year period is interrupted due to a studertdtsva duty
in the United States Armed Forces, the year period will
be extended for a length of time equal to the student's active
duty service, not to exceed four years.

C. In the event the administering agency determines that
an ineligible student hagceived an award as the result of
an administrative error or erroneous information provided by
the student or the student's parent(s) or court ordered
custodian or incorrect certification from the student's high
school, the student's eligibility for thaward shall be
terminated and no further awards shall be made to the
ineligible student. If an ineligible student has received an
award due to an administrative error or incorrect
certification, the administering agency will not pursue
recoupment from thetudent of funds that were awarded. If
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an erroneous award has been made and the administering
agency determines that the award was made based upon
incorrect information submitted by the student or the
student's parent(s) or court ordered custodian, the
administering agency may seek reimbursement from the
student, the student's parent(s) or court ordered custodian,
and if it is further determined that the award was made due
to an intentional misrepresentation by the student, the
student's parent(s) or coudrdered custodian, then the
administering agency shall refer the case to the Attorney
General for investigation and prosecution. If a student or the
student's parent(s) or court ordered custodian is suspected of
having intentionally misrepresented the $aethich were
provided to the administering agency and used by it to
determine the eligibility of the student for the program and
the administering agency has referred the case to the
Attorney General for investigation, then the student shall
remain ineligble for future award consideration pending an
outcome of said investigation which is favorable to the
student.

D. It is the student's responsibility to ensure that all
requirements necessary to maintain award eligibility are
completed. The Office of StudeRinancial Assistance shall
only consider the official report of grades and hours earned
which are received from the school attended. Students
should be aware that individual school policies may affect
the reporting of grade point average and hours edandte
academic year and accordingly, should become familiar with
these policies.

E. Natural Disaster Maintaining Eligibility Requirements

1. To continue receiving the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance or Honors Awards, a displaced student must
meed all of the criteria in §8705.AD above, except as
follows.

a. The TOPS award of a displaced student who
enrolls for the firstime as a full time student in an eligible
outof-state college or university during the 262806
academic year (college) and subsequerdtyolls at a
Louisiana eligible college or university shall not be reduced
due to enrollment in an eligible eof-state institution
during the 20082006 academic year (college).

b. The TOPS award of a displaced student who has
been enrolled in a Louisianeligible college or university
and who subsequently enrolls as a full time student in an
eligible outof-state institution during the 20&9D06
academic year (college) shall not be cancelled due to such
out-of-state enroliment.

c. The TOPS award of a dlikced student who has
been enrolled in a Louisiana eligible college or university
and who subsequently enrolls as a full time student in an
eligible outof-state institution during the 202906
academic year (college) shall not be reduced for those
semeters or terms such displaced student was enrolled in an
eligible outof-state institution during the 20&006
academic year (college).
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d. The period of suspension of a TOPS award for a
displaced student due to the student not meeting a
requirement to matain a minimum grade point average or
to make steady academic progress shall be extended on a
onefor-one basis for each semester or term in which the
student does not enroll on a ftilne basis in an eligible
college or university during the 20@006 @ademic year
(college).

2. For the purposes of this Subsectiatisplaced
studentmeans:
a. a student who on August 26, 2005:

i. was enrolled in one of the

institutions:

following

(a). Delgado Community College;
(b). Dillard University;

(c). Louisiana Stee University Health Sciences
Center at New Orleans;

(e). Louisiana Technical College: Jefferson,
Sidney N. Collier, Slidell, Sullivan, and West Jefferson
campuses;

().
(9)-
(h).
().
().
(k).
().

(m).University of New Orleans;

Loyola University;

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary;
Nunez CommunityCollege;

Our Lady of Holy Cross College;

St. Joseph Seminary College;

Southern University at New Orleans;

Tulane University;

(n). Xavier University; or

il had a home of record in Jefferson, Lafourche,

Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany,
Tangipahoa, or Washington Parish; or

b. a student who on September 20, 2005:

i. was enrolled in one of the following

institutions:
(a). McNeese State University;
(b). Sowela Technical Community College; or

i. had a home of record in Acadia, Allen,
Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, Iberia, Jefferson Davis, St.
Mary, Terrebonne, or Vermilion Parish.

3. For the purposes of this Subsectibome of record
for a dependent student shall mean the domiciliary address
of the student's parent or cowrdered custodian and for an
independent student shall mean the domiciliary address of
such student.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.
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HISTORICAL NOTE: Pramulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:637 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1904 (October 1998), LR 25:257 (February 1999),
LR 25:656 (April 1999), LR 25:1091 @de 1999), LR 26:67
(January 2000), LR 26:688 (April 2000), LR 26:1996 (September
2000), LR 26:2001 (September 2000), repromulgated LR 27:1853
(November 2001), amended LR 28:447 (March 2002), LR 28:772
(April 2002), LR 28:2332 (November 2002), LR 29:2373
(November 2003), LR 30:781 (April 2004), LR 30:1163 (June
2004), LR 30:2019 (September 2004), LR 31:3115 (December
2005), LR 33:437 (March 2007) , LR 34:98 (July 2008), LR
36:491 (March 2010)LR 36:2856 (December 2010)

Chapter 8. TOPS-Tech Award

8801. General Provisions

A. Legislative Authority. The TORSech Award was
created by Act of the 1998 First Extraordinary Session of the
Louisiana Legislature.

B. Description, History and Purpose. The TOR&h
Award is a merit based scholarship program for Liang
residents pursuing skill, occupational or technical training at
eligible colleges and universities that offer a vocational or
technical education certificate or diploma program or & non
academic undergraduate degree. The purpose of -TO&S
is to pravide an incentive for qualified Louisiana residents to
prepare for and pursue technical positions in Louisiana.

C. TOPSTech shall be first awarded beginning with the
199899 academic year to 1998 high school graduates and
graduates in subsequent years.

D. TOPSTech provides an award as follows.

1. For any student attending an eligible public college
or university that does not offer an academic undergraduate
degree at the baccalaureate level or higher, the amount shall
equal the actual cost of tuition.

2. For any student attending an eligible college or
university other than as provided for in Paragraph D.1
above, the amount shall be tlaverage award amount
(TOPSTech)defined in §301.

3. Beginning with the 2012011 academic ear
(College), in lieu of themount equal to tuition as provided
by LAC 28:IV.70L.E.13, students with the TOPEech
Award participating in the program provided by R.S. 29:36.1
for persons serving in the Louisiana National Guard shall
receive the tuition exemption as provided therplos a sum
of $300 per semester or $600 per program year
(nonacademic progrgmto be applied toward the cost of
books and other instructional materials.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 24:1904 (October 1998), amended LR 26:1997 (September
2000), repromulgated LR 27:1854 (November 20QH 36:2856
(December 2010)
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8803

A. To establish eligibility for the TOR®ech Award, the
student applicant must meet the following criteria:

Establishing Eligibility

l.a. for students graduating in academic year (high
school) 20012002 and prior, be a United States citizen,
provided havever, that a student who is not a citizen of the
United States but who is eligible to apply for such
citizenship shall be deemed to satisfy the citizenship
requirement, if within 60 days after the date the student
attains the age of majority, the studepplies to become a
citizen of the United States and obtains such citizenship
within one year after the date of the application for
citizenship. Those students who are eligible for U.S.
citizenship and who otherwise qualify for a TOPS Award,
will continue to satisfy the citizenship requirements for a
TOPS Award for one year after the date of the student's
application for citizenship, at which time, if the student has
not provided proof of U.S. citizenship to the Office of
Student Financial Assistance, thtadent's TOPS Award will
be suspended until such time as proof of citizenship is
provided and canceled if such proof is not provided.
Students cancelled solely due to their failure to become a
United States citizen within one year after the date of
applicaion shall be reinstated to their award if they are a
United States citizen or a permanent resident as defined by
the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services and
were eligible to apply for United States citizenship when
cancelled and have met thequirements for maintaining
eligibility for the award,;

b. for students graduating in academic year (high
school) 2002003 and thereafter, be a United States citizen
or be a permanent resident as defined by the Bureau of
Citizenship and Immigration Servicemnd be eligible to
apply for United States citizenship;

2. be aresident of Louisiana, as defined in 8301; and

3. submit the completed initial Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or dime application in
accordance with 8501 by the applicalstate aid deadline in
accordance with the applicable requirements of 8501 or
8505; and

4. initially apply and enroll as #rst-time freshmaras
defined in 8301, unless granted an exception for cause by
LASFAC, in an eligible possecondary college or iuwersity
defined in §301; and

a. Iif graduating from an eligible Louisiana or an
eligible nonrLouisiana high school or from an eligible out of
country high school, enroll not later than the semester or
term, excluding summer semesters or sessions, immigdiate
following the first anniversary of the date that the student
graduated from high school; or

b. if the student joins the United States Armed
Forces within one year after graduating from an eligible
Louisiana or an eligible nebouisiana high school ordm
an eligible out of country high school, enroll not later than
the semester, excluding summer semesters or sessions,
immediately following the 5th anniversary of the date that
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the student graduated from high school or not later than the
semester, excludg summer semesters or sessions,

immediately following theone year anniversary of the
student ds separation from

or

c. Iif the student is eligible under the provisions of
8803.A.5.d, enroll not later than the semestertemm,
excluding summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following the first anniversary of the date the student
completed the home study program, which is deemed to be
May 31; or

d. if the student is eligible under the provisions of
8803.A.5.d and has jjged and is on active duty with the
United States Armed Forces within one year of the date the
student completed the home study program, which is
deemed to be May 31, enroll not later than the semester or
term, excluding summer semesters or sessions, imtegd
following the 5th anniversary of the date the student
completed the home study program, or not later than the
semester, excluding summer semesters or sessions,
immediately following theone year anniversary of the
student 6s s e p a rtya whiahaver is eaolien;
and

5. graduate from:

a. an eligible public or nonpublic high school or
non-Louisiana high school defined in §1701.A.1, 2 and 3; or

b. an outof-state high school defined in §1701.A.4;
or

c. an out of country high school defineth
§1701.A.5; or

d.i. successfully complete at the 12th grade level a
home study program approved by BESE; or

ii. if ever was enrolled in a Louisiana public or
nonpublic school approved by BESE, successfully
completed at least the 11th and 12th gradeldeviea home
study program approved by BESE; and

iii.  if having previously attended an eligible high
school defined in 81701.A.1, 2, 3, 4, or 5, has provided
LASFAC with certification by the previously attended high
school that said student was in gooahsting at the time the
student last attended such school;

6. if qualifying under the terms of §803.A.5.at the
time of high school graduation:

a. have successfully completed one of the following
core curriculums:

i.  high school course work constitutitige TOPS
core curriculum for the Opportunity, Performance and
Honors Awards as defined in §703.A.5. and documented on
the student's official transcript as approved by the Louisiana
Department of Education; or

i. for students graduating in the 2062001
school year and thereafter, the high school course work
documented on the student's official transcript as approved
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by the Louisiana Department of Education constituting the
following TOPSTech core curriculum.

c dTech Awar@ OP S
Course

Core Curri

Units
1 English |
English Il
English 111
English IV or substitute 1 unit of Business English
Algebra I; or both Algebra |, Part 1 and Algebra |, Part
or both Applied Mathematics | and Applied
Mathemaics |
2 Geometry, Applied Mathematics IIl, Algebra Il, Financi
Mathematics, Advanced Mathematidbé&ginning with
the 20082009 academic year (high school) this cours|
renamed Advanced MathPreCalculus] Advanced
Mathematics I[beginning with he 20082009 academic]
year (high school) this course is renamed Advanced
Mathi Functions and StatisticdDiscrete Mathematics,
or Probability and Statistics (2 units). Integrated
Mathematics I, Il, and Ill may be substituted for Algeh
I, Geometry and Ayebra Il, and shall be considered th{
equivalent of the 3 required math units
1 Biology
Chemistry or Applied Chemistry
1 Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physical Scien
Integrated Science, Biology Il, Chemistry II, Physics,
Physics II, or Phsics for Technology or Agriscience |
and Il (both for 1 unit)
1 American History
World History, Western Civilization, or World Geograph
1 Civics and Free Enterprise (1 unit combined) or
Civics (1 unit, nonpublic)
Remaining Core Courses Shall Be&déd from One
of the Following Options:
Option 1 Total of 17 units
1 Fine Arts Survey or substitute 2 units of performance
courses in music, dance, or theater; or substitute 2 ur
of visual art courses; or substitute 2 units of studio ar
courses; oa course from the Career and Technical
Program of studies that is approved by the BESE (mU
be listed under the Vocational Education Course
Offerings in Bulletin 741 or the updates to Bulletin 74]
or substitute 1 unit as an elective from among theroth
subjects listed in this core curriculum

NN

[

[y

2 Foreign Language, Technical Writing,
Speech | or Speech Il
1 One unit from the secondary computer education prog|
of studies that is approved by the BESE
or
Option 2 Total of 19 Units
4 In a career majoromprised of a sequence of related

specialty courses. In order for a student to use this
option, the courses for the career major must be
approved by BESE.

1 Credit in a basic computer course.

1 In related or technical fields. A related course includes
any course which is listed under the student's major. 4
technical course is one that is listed in the approved
career option plan for the high school at which the
course is taken.

or

iii.  for students graduating through the 2002
school year, the TOR®ech core curriculum as follows;

Core Curr i ctlechAwvard OPS

Units Course

1 English |
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1 English Il

1 English Il

1 English IV or Business English

1 Algebra | (1 unit) or Applied Algebra IA and 1B (2 units)

1 Algebra Il

1 Geometry or Applied Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus of
comparable Advanced Mathematics

1 Biology

1 Chemistry or Applied Physics

1 Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physical Science,
Biology Il, Chemistry Il, Physics, Physics Il or Physics fo
Technology or Agriscience | and |l (both for 1 unit)

1 American History

1 World History, Western Civilization or World Geography

1 Civics and Free Enterprise (1 unit combined) or
Civics (1 unit, norpublic)

1 Fine Arts Survey or any approved vocational course in thg

areas of Agriscience, Business Educatfeamily and
Consumer Science, Health Occupations, Marketing
Education, Technology Education, or Trade and Industri
Education; (or substitute 2 units of performance courses
music, dance or theater; or 2 units of studio art or 2 units
visual art courss; or 1 elective from among the other
subjects listed in this core curriculum)

2 In a single Foreign Language. (1 unit for students graduat|
from high school during the 19987 and 19908 school
years.) or Technical Writing, Speech | or Speech IIri@si

1/2 Computer Science, Computer Literacy or Business Comp
Applications (or substitute at least 1/2 unit of an elective
course related to computers that is approved by the Stat
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education; or subst
at leastl/2 unit of an elective from among the other subje

listed in this core curriculum)

b. for students graduating in academic year (high
school) 2008009 and after, for purposes of satisfying the
requirements of §803.A.6.a above, the following courses
shdl be considered equivalent to the identified core courses
and may be substituted to isff corresponding core
courses;

Equivalent

Core Curriculum Course (Substitute) Course

Senior Applications in

Business English English

Geometry, Trigonometry, Calaus, or

Comparable Advanced Mathematics Math Essentials

c. for students in graduating classes prior to 2004,
core units may be waived upon sworn affidavit by the
principal or headmaster or authorized designee that the
course was not available to the stodeat the school
attended;

7. have achieved aACT scoreas defined in 8301, of
at least:

a. if qualifying under 8803.A5.a, an ACT
composite score of at least 17 or beginning with the 2010
2011 program year (non academic program) in the
alternative, haveattained a silver level score on the
assessments of the ACT WorkKeys system; or

b.i. if qualifying under 8803.A.5.b or c and is a
Louisianaresident, except as defined in Subparagraph h of
the definition of Louisiana Residenin 8301, an ACT
composite oft least 200r
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ii. if qualifying under 8803.A.5.b is a Louisiana
Resident as defined in Subparagraph h of the definition of
Louisiana Residenin 8301, an ACT composite of at least
19; and

c. Iif qualifying under 8803.A.5.d and successfully
completing thel2th grade level ahome study program
approved by BESE during or before the academic (fegh
school) 20032004 or during or after the academic year (high
school) 2008009, an ACT composite of at least 20; and

d. if qualifying under 8803.A.5.d and suessfully
completing thel2th grade level ahome study program
approved by BESE during or after the academic year (high
school) 2004005 or during the academic year (high
school) 20072008, an ACT composite of at least 19; and

8. if qualifying under 8803./%.a, have attained a
cumulative high school grade point average, based on a 4.00
maximum scale, of at least 2.50; and

9. not have a criminal conviction, except for
misdemeanor traffic violations, and if the student has been in
the United States Armed Fa&< and has separated from such
service, has received an honorable discharge or general
discharge under honorable conditions; and

10. agree that awards will be used exclusively for
educational expenses.

B. Natural Disaster Initial Eligibility Requirements

1. To establish eligibility for a TOPS Tech Award, a
displaced student graduating from high school or completing
a BESE approved home study program at the 12th grade
level during the 2002006, 20062007, 20072008, and
20082009 academic years (high schaolust meet all of the
requirements of 8803.A above, except as follows.

a. Adisplaced student who has been certified by the
principal or headmaster to have graduated during the-2005
2006, 2002007, 20072008, and 2002009 school years
from an owtof-stae high school that meets the criteria of an
eligible outof-state high school as provided in §1701.A.4
and 5 shall not be required to have a higher minimum
composite score on the ACT or on the Scholastic Aptitude
Test than required for a student who greés from an
eligible Louisiana high school provided such student has a
cumulative high school grade point average on all courses on
the high school transcript of at least 2.50 calculated on a
4.00 scale.

b. The requirement that a student who graduates
from an eligible Louisiana high school during the 2005
2006, 2002007, 20072008, and 2002009 school years
must have successfully completed the applicable core
curriculum shall be waived for a displaced student based
upon a sworn affidavit by the studeritigh school principal
or headmaster or authorized designee that failure to comply
with such requirement is due solely to the fact that the
required course or courses were not available to the student
at the school attended.

c. Adisplaced student shall lmeemed to meet the
Louisiana residency requirement if:
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i.  such dependent or independent student actually
resided in Louisiana durinthe entire20042005 academic
year (high school) and was enrolled for such time in an
eligible Louisiana high school andraduated from high
school during the 2068006, 20062007, 20072008, or
20082009academic year (high school); or

ii. such dependent student has a parent or -court
ordered custodian who actually resided in a parish listed in
§803.B.2.a below for at leaste 12 months prior to August
26, 2005, or in a parish listed in §8803.B.2.b below for at
least the 12 months prior to September 20, 2005.

d. A dependent student who graduated from an
eligible outof-state high school shall be deemed to meet the
Louisiana residency requirement if his parent or ceurt
ordered custodian was displaced as a resident from a parish
listed:

i. in 8803.B.2.a below due to Hurricane Katrina
and such parent or cotstdered custodian actually resided
in Louisiana for at least the 12omths prior to August 26,
2005; or

i. in 8803.B.2.b below due to Hurricane Rita and
such parent or coutdrdered custodian actually resided in
Louisiana for at least the 12 months prior to September 20,
2005.

e. A displaced student who during the 260®6,
20062007, 20072008, and 2002009 academic years (high
school) successfully completes at the 12th grade level a
home study program approved by the State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education shall not be required
to have also completed the 14gtade level of an approved
home study course.

2. For the purposes of this Subsectiatisplaced
studentshall mean:

a. a student who on August 26, 2005, was actually
residing in Jefferson, Lafourche, Orleans, Plaquemines, St.
Bernard, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, or Washington Parish
and:

i. was enrolled in an eligible Louisiana high
school as provided in 81T(A.1, 2 and 3; or

i. was enrolled in a home study program
approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education; or

b. A student who on September 20, 2005, was
actually residing in Acadia, Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu,
Cameron, lberia, Jaffson Davis, St. Mary, Terrebonne, or
Vermilion Parish and:

i. was enrolled in an eligible Louisiana high
school as provided in §1701.A.1, 2 and 3; or

i. was enrolled in a home study program
approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Educdion.

3. To establish eligibility for a TOPS Tech Award, a
displaced student graduating from an eligible Louisiana high
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school or completing a BESE approved home study program
at thel2th grade level during the 20807 academic year
(high school) must net all of the requirements &803.A
above, except as follows.

a. The requirement that a student who graduates
from an eligible Louisiana high school during the 2Q067
school year must have successfully completed the applicable
core curriculum shall bavaived for a displaced student
based upon a sworn affidavit by the student's high school
principal or headmaster or authorized designee that failure to
comply with such requirement is due solely to the fact that
the required course or courses were notlabkd to the
student at the school attended.

b. A displaced student shall be deemed to meet the
Louisiana residency requirement if:

i.  such dependent or independent student actually
resided in Louisiana during his entif@th grade year of
high school ad was enrolled for such time in an eligible
Louisiana high school; or

ii. such dependent student has a parent or -court
ordered custodian who actually resided in a parish listed in
8803.B.2.a above for at least the 12 months prior to August
26, 2005, or ira parish listed in §803.B.2.b above for at least
the 12 months prior to September 20, 2005.

4. To establish eligibility for a TOPS Tech Award, a
displaced student who has been certified by the principal or
headmaster to have graduated during the 2007 school
year from an oubf-state high school that meets the criteria
of an eligible oubf-state high school as provided in
§1701.A.4 and 5 and receives a Louisiana Distance Diploma
from the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
must meet all of theequirements of §703.A' 1.8 above,
except as follows

a. Adisplaced student shall not be required to have
for the respective awards a higher minimum composite score
on the ACT or on the Scholastic Aptitude Test than required
for a student who graduaté®m an eligible Louisiana high
school provided such student has a cumulative high school
grade point average on all courses on the high school
transcript of at least 2.50 calculated on a 4.00 scale.

b. A displaced student shall be deemed to meet the
Louisiana residency requirement if:

i.  such dependent or independent student actually
resided in Louisiana during his entire 10th grade year of
high school and was enrolled for such time in an eligible
Louisiana high school; or

ii. such dependent studentsha parent or court
ordered custodian who actually resided in a parish listed in
§703.J.2.a above for at least the 12 months prior to August
26, 2005, or in a parish listed in §703.J.2.b above for at least
the 12 months prior to September 20, 2005.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213025, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
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LR 24:1904 (October 1998), amended LR 24:2ZB&cember
1998), LR 25:1795 (October 1999), LR 26:65 and 67 (January
2000), LR 26:1602 (August 2000), LR 26:1997 (September 2000),
LR 26:2269 (October 2000), LR 26:2754 (December 2000), LR
27:36 (January 2001), LR 27:1220 (August 2001), repromulgated
LR 27:1854 (November 2001), amended LR 28:447 (March 2002),
LR 28:773 (April 2002), LR 28:2330 (November 2002), LR 29:554
(April 2003), LR 30:1164 (June 2004), LR 30:2019 (September
2004), LR 31:39 (January 2005), LR 31:3114 (Decenii®bs),

LR 33:437 (March @07), LR 33:2614 (December 2007), LR
35:230 (February 2009), LR 36:491 (March 2Q10R 36:2270
(October 201Q)LR 36:2856 (December 2010)

8805. Maintaining Eligibility

A. To continue receiving the TOPRch Award, the
recipient must meet all of the follang criteria:

1. have received the TOPRch Award for not more
than two years, except as provided by 8805.C, or unless
reduced as required by 8503.D;

2. submit the renewal FAFSA in accordance with
8505.F; and

3. not have a criminal conviction, except for
misdemeanor traffic violations and if the student has been in
the United States Armed Forces and has separated from such
service, has received an honorable discharge or general
discharge under honorable conditions; and

4. agree that awards will be usedchisively for
educational expenses; and

5. continue to enroll and accept the TECH Award as a
full-time student in arligible college or universitgefined
in 8301, and maintain an enrolled status throughout the
program year (nofacademic program), unlegganted an
exception for cause by LASFAC; and

6. has maintainedsteady academic progressis
defined in §301; and

7. maintain, by the end of the spring term, a
cumulative college grade point average of at least 2.50 on a
4.00 maximum scale, provided thdiist requirement does
not apply to a student who is enrolled in a cosmetology or
proprietary school that is an eligible college or university
and the student has met the federal grant aid steady
academi@rogressequirement at that school; and

8. earn a tdl of at least 24 college credit hours as
determined by totaling the earned hours reported by the
institution for each semester or term in the program year
(nonracademic program). Unless granted an exception for
cause by LASFAC, failure to earn the reqdineumber of
hours will result in permanent cancellation of the recipient's
eligibility. provided that this requirement does not apply to a
student who is enrolled in a cosmetology or proprietary
school that is an eligible college or university and the
stucent has met the federal grant aid steady academic
progress requirement at that school.

B. Students failing to meet the requirements listed in
8805.A.7 and 8 may have their tuition awards reinstated
upon achieving steady academic progress, as defined in
8301, and the attainment of the required grade point average,
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if the period of ineligibility did not persist for more than one
year from the date of loss of eligibility. If the owear
period is interrupted due to a student's active duty in the
United StatesArmed Forces, the orngear period will be
extended for a length of time equal to the student's active
duty service, not to exceed four years.

C. The semester or term count for a student shall not be
increased for any semester or term a student is unable t
complete because of orders to active duty in the United
States Armed Forces or National Guard, whether or not a full
refund for the TOPSech payment for that semester or term
is received by LOSFA.

D. Natural Disaster Maintaining Eligibility Requirements

1. To continue receiving the TOPS Tech Award, a
displaced student must ntedl of the criteria in §805.AC
above, except as follows

a. The TOPS Tech Award of a displaced student
who has been enrolled in a Louisiana eligible college or
university and whosubsequently enrolls as a full time
student in an eligible owdf-state institution during the 2005
2006 program year (nemcademic program) shall not be
cancelled due to such eat-state enroliment.

b. The TOPS Tech Award of a displaced student
who hasbeen enrolled in a Louisiana eligible college or
university and who subsequently enrolls as a full time
student in an eligible owdf-state institution during the 2005
2006 program year (nemcademic program) shall not be
reduced for those semesters onersuch displaced student
was enrolled in an eligible owff-state institution during the
20052006 program year (nescademic program).

c. The period of suspension of a TOPS Tech Award
for a displaced student due to the student not meeting a
requirementd maintain a minimum grade point average or
to make steady academic progress shall be extended on a
onefor-one basis for each semester or other term in which
the student does not enroll on a fiithe basis in an eligible
college or university during th€0052006 program year
(non-academic program).

d. ATOPS Tech Award may be used by a displaced
student during the 2005006 academic year (college) to
enroll on a fulitime basis in an academic program at a
Louisiana eligible college or university to takeurses that
contribute to the pursuit of a skill or occupation. In such
case, the award amount shall be at the same as the
opportunity award for that institution.

2. For the purposes of this Subsectiatisplaced
studentmeans:

a. astudent who on Augu6, 2005:

i. was enrolled in one of the

institutions:

following

(a). Delgado Community College;
(b). Dillard University;
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(c). Louisiana State University Health Sciences
Center at New Orleans;

(e). Louisiana Technical College: Jefferson,
Sidney N. Collier, Slidell, Sullivan, and West Jefferson
campuses;

(f).
(9)-
(h).
().
OF
(k).
(.

(m).University of New Orleans;

Loyola University;

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary;
Nunez Community College;

Our Lady of Holy Cross College;

St. Joseph Seminary College;

Southern University at New @&ns;

Tulane University;

(n). Xavier University; or

ii. had a home of record in Jefferson, Lafourche,

Orleans, Plaguemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany,
Tangipahoa, or Washington Parish; or

b. a student who on Septembér, 2005:

i. was enrolled in one of the following

institutions:
(a). McNeese State University;
(b). Sowela Technical Community College; or

ii. had a home of record in Acadia, Allen,
Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, Iberia, Jefferson Davis, St.
Mary, Terrelmnne, or Vermilion Parish.

3. For the purposes of this Subsectibome of record
for a dependent student shall mean the domiciliary address
of the student's parent or cowrdered custodian and for an
independent student shall mean the domiciliary addoés
such student.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 24:1905 (Octobet998) amended LR 25:1091 (June 1999), LR
26:68 (January 2000), LR 26:689 (April 2000), LR 26:1997, 2002
(September 2000), repromulgated LR 27:1856 (November 2001),
amended LR 28:774 (April 2002), LR 28:2332 (November 2002),
LR 29:880 (June 2003), LR 29:23 (November 2003), LR 30:781
(April 2004), LR 30:1165 (June 2004), LR 30:2019 (September
2004), LR 31:3115(Decembe 2005), LR 33:438 (March 2007),
LR 35:1489 (August 2009).

Chapter 9. TOPS Teacher Award
§901.

A. Legislative Authority. The TOPS Teacher Award
Program was created by Act 476, of the 1997 Regular
Session of the Louisiana Legislature and amended by Act
165 of the 1998 First Extraordinary Session of the Louisiana
Legislature. This bill amended andeenacted R.S.
17:3042.1.A(3) and (4), B, C, and D, and 3042.2.A and B;

General Provisions
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reenacted R.S. 17:3042.1.A(5) and (6) and 3042.8; and
renamed Chapter 2B of Title 17 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes of 1950.

B. Description, History and Purpose. The Tuition
Oppotunity Program for Students (TOPS) Teacher Award:

1. annually provides approximately 90 competitively
awarded educational loans to residents of Louisiana who
commit to teach at the elementary or secondary school level
in Louisiana. When the recipient teashat an approved
school in Louisiana, the loans are forgiven in the ratio of one
year of loan forgiveness for each year of teaching, or two
years of loan forgiveness for each year of teaching in an
elementary or secondary school which is located in an
ecaomically disadvantaged region of the state as defined by
the U. S. Department of Education;

2. was first funded for the 19998 award year;

3. was created to provide an incentive for Louisiana's
best and brightest students to become tomorrow's classroom
teachers and to provide an incentive that will attract highly
gualified teachers in mathematics and chemistry at the
elementary and secondary school levels.

C. Award Amounts

1. Loans are made in the amount of up to $6,000 per
award year for mathematics acldemistry majors.

2. Loans are made in the amount of up to $4,000 per
year for teacher education majors other than those listed in
§901.C.1.

3. Recipient may receive a maximum of four years of
funding.

4. Recipients receive one half of the annual award
($3,000 or $2,000, respectively) at the beginning of the fall
and spring terms.

5. Recipients may, in conjunction with the teachers
award, receive another TOPS Award.

6. In the event the student's total aid, including
Vocational Rehabilitation Awards, exceedie cost of
attendance, any federal loan aid included in the total aid
package shall be reduced, then institutional and other aid in
accordance with institutional practice, then the TOPS
Teacher Award shall be reduced by the amount of any
remaining over &ard.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), amended LE3:1649 (December 1997),
repromulgated LR 24:637 (April 1998), amended LR 24:1906
(October 1998), LR 26:69 (January 2000), repromulgated LR
27:1856 (November 2001).

8903. Establishing Eligibility

A. To establish eligibity, the student applicant must
meet all of the following criteria:
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1. be a U. S. citizen, provided however, that a student
who is not a citizen of the United States but who is eligible
to apply for such citizenship shall be deemed to satisfy the
citizenshp requirement, if within 60 days after the date the
student attains the age of majority, the student applies to
become a citizen of the United States and obtains such
citizenship within one year after the date of the application
for citizenship. Those stedts who are eligible for U.S.
citizenship and who otherwise qualify for a TOPS Award,
will continue to satisfy the citizenship requirements for a
TOPS Award for one year after the date of the student's
application for citizenship, at which time, if thaudént has
not provided proof of U.S. citizenship to the Office of
Student Financial Assistance, the student's TOPS Award will
be suspended until such time as proof of citizenship is
provided;

2. be aresident of Louisiana, as defined in 8301 for at
least tvo years prior to July 1 of the award year; and

3. annually submit the completed Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or renewal FAFSA, whichever
is applicable to the student, by the state aid deadline defined
in §501.C and §505.F; and

4. eitha:

a. graduate from a Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education (BESBEpproved, provisionally
approved, or probationalgpproved public or nonpublic
high school; and

i. at the time of high school graduation, have
successfully completed 16.5 units ofghh school course
work constituting a core curriculum as defined in
§703.A.5.a.i; and

i. at the time of high school graduation, have
attained a composite score on the ACT Test or the Scholastic
Aptitude Test (SAT) which is, or is equivalent to, at lemst
23 on the 1990 version of the ACT; and

iii.  graduate with a cumulative high school grade
point average of at least a 3.25, calculated on a 4.00 scale,
for all courses attempted; or

b. if by the end of June in the year of application,
the student will hae completed 24 or more but less than 48
hours of graded college credit, have at least a 3.25
cumulative college grade point average on a 4.00 scale; or

c. if by the end of June in the year of application,
the student will have completed 48 or more hotrgraded
college credit, have at least a 3.00 cumulative college grade
point average on a 4.00 scale; or

d. have received a baccalaureate degree from an
accredited college or university and have a cumulative
undergraduate grade point average of at le@&t Glculated
on a 4.00 scale; or

e. have received at least a master's degree from an
accredited college or university; and

5. complete and submit such documentary evidence as
may be required by LASFAC by the deadline specified in
§503; and
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6. not have a m@minal conviction,
misdemeanor traffic violations; and

7. agree that the award will be used exclusively for
educational expenses; and

8. enroll during the fall term at an eligible college or
university, as defined in §1901, asfdl-time studat, as
defined in 8301, in a degree program or course of study
leading to a degree in education or an alternative program
leading to regular certification as a teacher at the elementary
or secondary level in mathematics or chemistry.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promubated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), amended LR 23:1650 (December 1997),
repromulgated LR 24:637 (April 1998), amended LR 24:1906
(October 1998), LR 26:68 (January 2000), LR 26:2269 (October
2000), LR 27:284 (March 2001), LR 27:1220 (August 2001),
repromulgated LR 27:1857 (November 2001), amended LR 28:448
(March 2002), LR 28:774April 2002), LR 28:2332 (November
2002), LR 30:2019 (September 2004).

8905. Selection Criteria

A. Recipients are competitively selected for the award
based upon the merit rank score computed andressito
each eligible applicant. The formula for computing the merit
rank score is defined in §301.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), amended LR 23:1650 (December 1997),
repromulgated LR 24:638 (April 1998), amended LR 24:1907
(October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:1857 (November 2001).

8907. Maintaining Eli gibility

A. To continue receiving the TOPS Teacher Award,
recipients must meet all of the following criteria:

except for

1. have received less than four years or eight
semesters of TOPS Teacher Awards; and

2. by the end of each acadrnyear, earn a total of at
least 24 hours college credit during the fall and spring
semesters or fall, winter and spring quarters, as determined
by totaling the earned hours reported by the institution for
each semester in the academic year. These hbalsnst
include remedial course work nor hours earned during
summer sessions or intersessions or by advanced placement
course credits (see also §705.D); and

3. achieve a cumulative GPA of at least a 3.00
calculated on a 4.00 scale at the end of each atedear;
and

4. maintain steady academic progress defined in
§301; and

5. continue to enroll each subsequent semester or
guarter as a fullime student in a degree program or course
of study leading to a degree in education or alternative
program leadig to regular certification as a teacher at the
elementary or secondary level, and maintain an enrolled
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status throughout the academic term, unless granted an
exception for cause by LASFAC; or

6. enter a program approved by the State Board of
Elementary ad Secondary Education (BESE) which leads to
a degree in education or to regular certification as a teacher
as soon as sufficient credits have been earned to do so; and

7. submit the renewal FAFSA in accordance with
§505.F;
8. have no criminal convictions, except for

misdemeanor traffic violations.

B. Recipients who do not maintain eligibility under the
provisions of 8907.A.3 and 4, may be reinstated upon
attainment of the required GPA and achieving the GPA
required forsteady academic progresas definedri 8301,
provided the period of ineligibility did not exceed two years.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Officef Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), amended LR 23:1650 (December 1997),
repromulgated LR 24:638 (April 1998), amended LR 24:1907
(October 1998), LR 25:1092 (June 1999), LR 26:68 (January
2000), LR 26:689 (April 2000), repromulgated LR :2857
(November 2001), amended LR 28:448 (March 2002), LR 28:774
(April 2002), LR 30:2020 (September 2004).

8909. Completion of Promissory Note and Acceptance
of Award

A. Prior to receiving an award, the recipient must agree
to the terms and conditions contained in the TOPS Teacher
Award Program promissory note by completing the form and
returning it to LASFAC by the specified dead. The
promissory note obligates the recipient to teach one year for
each year of funding received; or, if teaching in a school
located in an economically disadvantaged region of the state,
as defined by the U.S. Department of Education, teach one
year br every two years of funding received, or repay the
funds received, plus accrued interest and any collection costs
incurred.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgatedby the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), amended LR 23:1650 (December 1997),
repromulgated LR 24:638 (April 1998), amended LR 24:1907
(October 1998), LR 26:69 (January 2000), repromuthai®
27:1858 (November 2001).

8911. Discharge of Obligation

A. The loan may be discharged by teaching for the
required period of obligation, by monetary repayment or by
cancellation.

B. Discharging the loan by teaching fllthent is
accomplished by:

1. within two years of the date of certification as a
teacher, perform service as a ftithe classroom teacher in a
Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education

Louisiana Administrative Code September 2011



EDUCATION

(BESE) approved, provisionally approved, or probatiorally
approved elementary or secondary school;

2. each year of fultime service as a teacher will
fulfill an equivalent period of funding. However, if teaching
in an elementary or secondary school which is located in an
economically disadvantaged region of #tate, as defined
by the U.S. Department of Education, one year of teaching
will fulfill two years of funding;

3. the first two full semesters of fulime teaching
will be applied toward the earliest dated disbursement not
previously paid under §911.(he second two full semesters
the next earliest dated disbursement, and continuing until all
disbursements have been fulfilled;

4. teaching to discharge the loan must be completed
within six years from the date of certification as a teacher.

C. Discharging the Loan by Monetary Repayment.
Recipients who elect not to discharge the obligation by
teaching and who are not eligible for discharge by
cancellation must repay the loan principal plus accrued
interest and any collection costs incurred according to the
following terms and conditions:

1. interest will accrue on the outstanding principal at
the rate of 8 percent per annum;

2. interest on each disbursement will accrue from the
date of entering repayment status until repaid, canceled or
fulfilled;

3. repaymeh status. The recipient enters repayment
status the first of the month following:

a. determination by LASFAC that the recipient
cannot discharge the loan by teaching within the required
time period;

b. the date the recipient notifies LASFAC that
monetary epayment is desired; or

c. six months after LASFAC determines that the
recipient is no longer pursuing a degree program or course
of study leading to a degree in education or alternative
program leading to regular certification as a teacher at the
elementay or secondary school level;

4. unless the recipient qualifies for reduced payments
as provided in §2105.H, the amount to be repaid annually
will be the greater of:

a. the amount necessary to repay the capitalized
loan principal within 10 years; or

b. $1200 per year or the unpaid balance, whichever
is less;

5. recipients in repayment status may have their
payments deferred in accordance with §2105.B., Deferment
of Repayment Obligation;

6. during the period of time a recipient is in deferment
status, a rdpient is not required to make repayments and
interest does not accrue;
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7. the period of time for completion of repayment will
be extended by a period of time equal to the length of time
the recipient is in deferment status.

D. Cancellation

1. The obligatbn to repay any remaining unpaid
balance of the TOPS Teacher Award shall be canceled in the
event either of the following occurs:

a. upon submission to LASFAC of a sworn affidavit
from a qualified physician that the recipient is precluded
from gainful empbyment because of a complete and
permanent medical disability or condition; or

b. upon submission to LASFAC of a death
certificate or other evidence conclusive under state law, that
the recipient is deceased.

2. The obligation to repay any remaining unpaid
balance of the TOPS Teacher Award may be canceled in the
event the remaining unpaid balance is $25 or less.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the StudentnBincial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 24:638 (April 1998), amended LR 24:1907 (October 1998), LR
26:69 (January 2000), LR 26:1603 (August 2000), LR 27:1858
(November 2001), LR 28:774 (April 2002), LR 30:780 (April
2004),LR 30:1168 (June 2004).

Chapter 10. TOPS-Tech Early Start
Award

81001. General Provisions

A. Legislative Authority. The TORSech Early Start
Award was created by Act 348 of the 2005 Regular Session
of the Louisiana Legislatar

B. Description, History and Purpose. The TOR&h
Early Start Award is established as part of freylor
Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) to provide grants
for Louisiana residents pursuing occupational or vocational
training while being dually rolled in a state public high
school at the 11th and 12th grade levels and at a Louisiana
public postsecondary institution that offers an occupational
or vocational education credential in a top demand
occupation. The purpose of TOHBch Early Start isct
provide an incentive for qualified Louisiana public high
school students to prepare for and pursue an indbasgd
occupational or vocational education credential in a top
demand occupation while still in high school.

C. Effective Date. TheTOPSTech Early Start Award
shall be first awarded beginning with the 26886 award
year tol1lth and12th grade students meeting the eligibility
criteria set forth in this Chapter.

D. Eligible Terms. TheTOPSTechEarly Start Award is
limited to six credit hours pesemester and?2 credit hours
each academic year (colleggDPSTechEarly Start is not
payable for summer semesters or sessions.
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E. Award Amount. TheTOPSTech Early Start Award
provides a payment not to exceed $300 for up to six credit
hours each semies or $600 each academic year (college) at
a rate of $50 per credit hour.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
AssistanceCommission, Office of Student Financial Assistance

LR 31:3109 (December 2005), LR 35:231 (February 2009).

§1003. Top Demand Occupation

A. For the purposes of this Chapter, a credential in a
"Top Demand Occupation™:

1. is acredential defined by the Board of Regents; and

2. is identified by the Occupation Forecasting
Conference as a credential for an occupation in top demand
in Louisiana; and

3. is recognized by
Certification Council; and

the State IndusBwgsed

4. is approed by the State Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education; and

5. is approved by the Board of Supervisors of
Community and Technical Colleges.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. #8:30

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance
LR 31:3110 (December 2005).

§1005. Establishing Eligibility

A. To establish eligibility for th@ OPSTechEarly Start
Award, the studnt applicant must meet all of the following
criteria:

1. be in thellth or 12th grade in a Louisiana public
school;

2. have prepared a fivgear education and career
plan, including a sequence of related courses with a career
focus as provided by the Higlschool Career Option
Subchapter in R.S. 17:183.2 et seq.;

3. have a cumulative high school grade point average
on all courses attempted of not less than 2.0 when calculated
on a 4.0 scale;

4. have at least the minimum scores required to pass
the mathematis and English portions of the graduation exit
exam established by the State Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education;

5. score at least5 on the English subsection aié
on the mathematics subsection of the ACT PLAN
assessment administered as partatfisiana's Educational
Planning and Assessment System;

6. enroll in a course in an IndustBased
Occupationabr Vocational Education Credential Program in
a top demand occupation.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 7:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance
LR 31:3110 (December 2005).

§1007. Maintaining Eligibility

A. To continue receiving th&OPSTech Early Start
Award, the recipient must meet all of the following criteria:

1. agree that the award will be used exclusively for
educational expenses; and

2. be a student in good standing in a Louisiana public
high schotg and

3. maintain a cumulative high school grade point
average on all courses attempted of not less than 2.0 when
calculated on a 4.0 scale; and

4. continue to pursue one or more courses leading to
an industrybased credential in a top demand occupation;
and

5. be a student in good standing while enrolled in a
Louisiana public postsecondary education institution; and

6. maintain steady academic progress defined in
§301; and

7. maintain, by the end of the spring term, a
cumulative college grade pointerage of at least 2.50 on a
4.00 maximum scale.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Samd Financial Assistance

LR 31:3110 (December 2005).

81009. Responsibilities of LOSFA

A. Upon receipt of bills from institutions submitted in
accordance with 81903.B, LOSFA will reimburse the
institution for each eligible student in accordance with
§1903.

B. LOSFA shall conduct audits of participating
Louisiana public postsecondary institutions to ensure
compliance with program requirements.

C. LOSFA shall provide the information necessary to
fully inform Louisiana public high school students and their
parents on the requirements of and procedures for applying
for and maintaining the award.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Finarcia
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance
LR 31:3110 (December 2005), amended LR 36:2029 (September

2010).

81011. Responsibilities of High Schools
A. The high school shall comply with the reporting

requirements of 81703 for all uslents enrolled in high
school.
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B. The high school shall determine whether the student
is eligible to participate in the TOPRech Early Start
program and approve or
participation in the program.

C. The high
in the program by signing
that the student meets the eligibility criteria provided in
§1005.A.15, and, if applicable, 81007.A.2 and 3.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance
LR 31:3110 (December 2005), amended LR 36:2029 (September

2010).

81013. Responsibilties of Louisiana Public
Postsecondary Institutions

A. Each Louisiana public postsecondary institution that
offers an industry based occupational or vocational
education credential in a top demand occupation shall:

1. determine whether an eligible studdvds applied
for enrollment in a course at that institution to pursue an
industry based occupational or vocational education
credential in a top demand occupation in accordance with
§1903.D;

2. determine whether the student has met the
requirements to matain an w@ard as required by
81007.A.46;

3. submit bills to LOSFA in accordance with §1903.B
for each eligible student so enrolled;

4. comply with the reporting and records retention
requirements of 81903.A and F.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordae with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance
LR 31:3111 (December 2005), amended LR 36:2030 (September

2010).

§1015. Responsibilities of the Board of Regents

A. The Board of Regents shall define, maintain, and
make available to LOSFA and public postsecondary
institutions a list of industry based occupational or
vocational education credentials.

B. In the evenhthat the funds appropriated for the TOPS
Tech Early Start Award are insufficient to pay all awards for
all eligible students, the Board of Regents shall develop,
approve and deliver a plan to LOSFA to limit the awards to
the amount appropriated.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance
LR 31:3111 (December 2005), amded LR 36:2030 (September

2010).
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Chapter 11. Rockefeller State Wildlife

di sapprove thQI@rShj;pt udent 6s

81101. General Provisions

s ¢ h o ou doesn tadpsp rpoavratl i £0i R\ Athority. The Loujsiana State Wildlife |
t hholiirénth 9FoBran? Was R&ted 'afid® dmerfidl by §hk t |

following Acts of the Louisiana Legislature:
1. Act 807 of the 1980 Regular Legislative Session;
2. Act 849 of the 1987 Regular Legislative Session;
3. Act 707 of the 1989 Regular Legislative Session.
B. Description, History and Purpose

1. The Rockefeller State \dlife Scholarship
Program was established in 1980 and is funded with
dedicated moniesThrough the 2002010 academic year,
the program provided competitively awarded funds of
$1,000 per academic year to both undergraduate and
graduate students majoring forestry, wildlife, or marine
science as it pertains to wildlife, with a requirement that the
awardee repay the funds if the student did not earn a degree
in one of these fieldsBeginning with the 2012011
academic year, the program offers competiyivalvarded
scholarships of $2,000 per academic year for undergraduate
students and $3,000 per academic year for graduate students.

2.a.Through the 2002010 academic year, students
accepting the Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship agreed:

i. to attaina degree in one of the required fields
at a Louisiana public college or university offering such
degrees; and

il. if the student failed or fails to successfully
complete an eligible course of studly,repay the funds with
interest as per the agreemenade between LASFAC and
the student.

b. Beginning with the 201:2011 academic year, the
Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship Program is a pure
scholarship for undergraduate students who have earned at
least 60 credit hours and graduate students.

c. Stucents who received the award during the
20092010 academic year who have not yet earned 60 hours
of academic credit may receive the award as a scholarship
beginning with the 2012011 academic year if the
requirements to maintain eligibility have been met.

C. Award Amounts
1. Through the 2002010 academic year:
a. the annual award is $1,000;

b. the cumulative maximum award is $7,000 for up
to five years of undergraduate and two years of graduate
study.

2. Beginning with the 2012011 academic year and
thereafter:

a. the annual award is $2,000 for undergraduate
students;
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b. the annual award is $3,000 for graduate students;

c. the cumulative maximum award is $12,000 for
up to three years of undergraduate and two years of graduate
study.

D. Award Disbursemest

1. Through the 2002010 academic year, tlagvard is
disbursed:

a. at postsecondary institutions using semesters at
the rate of $500 each fall and spring semester; or

b. at postsecondary institutions using terms at the
rate of $333 for the fall and wier term and of $334 for the
spring term.

2. Beginning with the 2012011 academic year and
thereafter, the award is disbursed:

a. at postsecondary institutions using semesters at
the rate of:

i. $1,000 each fall and spring semester for
undergraduate stients; and

i. $1,500 each fall and spring semester for
graduate students; or

b. at postsecondary institutions using terms at the
rate of:

i. $667 for each fall and winter and of $666 for
the spring term for undergraduates; and

ii. $1,000 for each fallwinter term andspring
term for graduates.

3. Inthe event there are unawarded appropriated funds
at the end of the spring semester or term, such funds may be
disbursed praata to students who received an award during
the preceding academic year and amrolled fulttime
during the summer.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistanc
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:639 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1908 (October 1998), reproratdd LR 27:1859
(November 2001), amendedR 34:235 (February 2008)LR
36:2267 (October 2010)

§1103. Establishing Eligibility

A. To establish eligittity, the student applicant must
meet all of the following criteria:

1. be a U.S. citizen or national or eligible noncitizen;
and

2. be aresident of Louisiana, as defined in §301 for at
least me year prior to July 1 of the awardar; and

3.a. through he 20072008 academic year (college),
submit the completed Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) or the Renewal FAFSA, whichever is
applicable to the student, so that it is received by the federal
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processor by the final deadline set forth in B&Dor §505.F;
or

b. beginning with the 2002009 academic year
(college):

i. to be eligible for the scholarship for both fall
and spring semesters of the academic year (college), submit
the completed Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) or tre Renewal FAFSA, whichever is applicable to
the student, so that it is received by the federal processor and
by LOSFA by the final deadline set forth in 8501.C or
8505.F;

i. to be eligible for the scholarship, if funds are
available, for the spring sentes of the academic year
(college), submit the completed Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) or the Renewal FAFSA, whichever is
applicable to the student, so that it is received by the federal
processor by the final deadline set forth in 880dr 8505.F;
and

4.a.through the 2002008 academic year (college),
complete and submit such documentary evidence as may be
required by LOSFA,; or

b. beginning with the 2002009 academic year,
complete and submit such documentary evidence as may be
required by LOSFA so that it is received by LOSFA no later
than July 1 preceding the academic year (college) for which
the scholarship is sought; and

5.a. beginning with the 2062009 academic year:

i. through the 2002010 academic year, to be
eligible for tre award for both fall and spring semesters of
the academic year (college), complete and submit the
Rockefeller Wildlife Scholarship Application and a master
promissory note so that they are received by LOSFA no later
than July 1 preceding the fall semedtar which the award
is sought; or

ii. to be eligible for the award, if funds are
available for the spring semester of the academic year
(college), complete and submit the Rockefeller Wildlife
Scholarship Application and a master promissory note so
thatthey are received by LOSFA no later than December 1
immediately preceding the spring semester for which the
award is sought; and

b. beginning with the 2022011 academic year:

i. to be eligible for the scholarship for both fall
and spring semesters of ethacademic year (college),
complete and submit the Rockefeller Wildlife Scholarship
Application so that it is received by LOSFA no later than
July 1 preceding the fall semester for which the scholarship
is sought; or

i. to be eligible for the scholarshiff funds are
available for the spring semester of the academic year
(college), complete and submit the Rockefeller Wildlife
Scholarship Application so that it is received by LOSFA no
later than December 1 immediately preceding the spring
semester for wieh the scholarship is sought; and
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6. agree that award proceeds will be used exclusively
for educational expenses; and

7. a. through the 2002010 academic year,
enrolled or accepted for enrollment as a -firlle
undergraduate or graduate student at caidiana public
college or university majoring in forestry, wildlife or marine
science as it pertains to wildlife, with the intent of obtaining
a degree from a Louisiana public college or university
offering a degree in one of the three specified fields; o

be

b. for the 20162011 academic year and thereafter,
be an undergraduate recipient of the award during the-2009
2010 academic year and enrolled 4ithe or an
undergraduate with at least 60 earned hours of college credit
and enrolled fultime or graduat student and enrolled full
time at a Louisiana public college or university majoring in
forestry, wildlife or marine science as it pertains to wildlife,
with the intent of obtaining a degree from a Louisiana public
college or university offering a degrée one of the three
specified fields; and

8.a. through the 2002010 academic yeamust have
graduated from high school, and if at the time of application
the student applicant has earned less than 24 hours of graded
college credit since graduating fromgh school, have
earned a minimum cumulative high school grade point
average of at least 2.50 calculated on a 4.00 scale for all
courses completed in grades 9 through 12, have taken the
ACT or SAT and received test score results and, beginning
with the 208-2007 acadein year (college), have an ACT
score of at least 20; or

b. beginning with the 20062007 academic year
(college) and tlough the 2002010 academic yeamust be
a qualified home study completer and, if at the time of
application the student plicant has earned less than 24
hours of graded college credit since graduatirgnfthigh
school, achieve an ACTere of at least 22; or

c.i. through the 2002010 academic yeaif, at the
time of application, the student applicant has earned 24 or
morehours of college credit, then the applicant must have at
least a 2.50 cumulative college grade point average; or

i. beginning withthe 20162011 academic year,
the student applicant has earned 60 or more hours of college
credit with at least a 2.50 cunative college grade point
average; or

d. if, at the time of application, the student is in
graduate school, then the applicant must have at least a 3.00
cumulative grade point average on all credits earned in
graduate school.

9. Through the 2002010 acadmic year, tobe a
qualified home study completer for the purposes of this
Section, the applicant must:

a. successfully complete at the twelfth grade level a
home study program approved by BESE; or

b. if a Louisiana public high school, a Louisiana
nonpublic high school, an approved ndawouisiana high
school, or an owbf-state high school was previously
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attended, has provided LASFAC with certification by the
previously attended high school that said student was in
good standing at the time the student lastraled such
school.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 24:639 (April1998), amended LR 24:1908 (October 1998), LR
27:1220 (August 2001), repromulgated LR 27:1859 (November
2001), amended LR 28:774 (April 2002), LR 29:125 (February
20M), LR 30:2020 (September 2004)R 33:87 (January 2007),
LR 34:235 (February 2008).R 36:2268 (October 2010)

81105. Selection Criteria

A. Recipients are competitively selected for an award
based upon the merit rank score computed and assigned to
each eligible applicant. The formula for computing the merit
rank score is defined in §301.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 2406 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1909 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:1859
(November 2001).

§1107. Maintaining Eligibility

A. To continue receiving the Rockefeller State Wildlife
Scholarship, recipients must meet all of the following
criteria:

1.a. for recipients first accepting the award through the
20092010 academic year, haveceived the scholarship for
not more than seven academic years (five undergraduate and
two graduate); or

b. for recipients first accepting the award for the
20102011 academigear and thereafter, have received the
scholarship for not more than five academic years (three
undergraduate and two graduate); and

2. at the close of each academic year (ending with the
spring semester or quarter), have earned at least 24 hours
total credit during the fall, winter and spring terms at an
institution defining 12 semester or eight quarter hours as the
minimum for fulktime undergraduate status or earn at least
18 hours total graduate credit during the fall, winter and
spring terms at an ititution defining nine semester hours as
the minimum for fulltime graduate status unless granted an
exception for cause by LASFAC; and

3. achieve a cumulative grade point average of at least
2.50 as an undergraduate student at the end of each academic
yea or achieve a cumulative grade point average of at least
3.00 as a graduate student at the end of each academic year;
and

4. continue to enroll as a full time student each
subsequent semester or quarter (excluding summer sessions
and intersessions) at tlsame institution unless granted an
exception for cause and/or approval for transfer of the award
by LASFAC; and
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5. continue to pursue a course of study leading to an
undergraduate or graduate degree in wildlife, forestry or
marine science.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:640 (AAr#98),
amended LR 24:1909 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:1859
(November 2001), ameled LR 31:2215 (September 2008R
34:235 (February 2008).R 36:2268 (October 2010)

§1109. Acceptance of Award

A.1l. For recipients first accepting the award thrioulge
20092010 academic year, prido receiving an award, the
recipient must agree to the terms and conditions contained in
the Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship Program
Promissory Note (LASFAGorm RS02), by completing the
form and returning it t& ASFAC by the specified deadline.
The promissory note obligates the recipient to obtain a
Wildlife, Forestry or Marine Science degree or repay the
scholarship funds received, plus accrued interedt amy
collection costs incurred.

2. For recipients acceipg the award for the 2010
2011 academic year and thereafter, prior to receiving an
award, the recipient must agree to the terms and conditions
contained in the Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship
Program Application, by completing the form and retugnin
it to LASFAC by the specified deadlindhe scholarship
obligates the recipient to seek a Wildlife, Forestry or Marine
Science degree or lose eligibility for future awards.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:640 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1909 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:1860
(November 2001 )amended LR 36268 (October 2010)

§1111. Discharge of Obligation for Recipients First
Accepting an Award through the 20092010
Academic Year

A. The loan obligation for awards received through the
20092010 academic year may be discharged by graduation
in an eligible mayr, monetary repayment or cancellation.

B. Graduation in an Eligible Major. Awards to
undergraduates are discharged by the recipient's attainment
of a bachelor's degree; graduate awards are discharged by
attainment of a master's or doctorate degree inlifeild
forestry or marine science.

C. Monetary Repayment. Recipients who do not
discharge the obligation by graduating in an eligible major
and who are not eligible for discharge by cancellation must
repay the loan principal, plus accrued interest and any
collection costs incurred in accordance with the following
terms and conditions:

1. interest accrues on the outstanding principal at the
rate of eight percent per annum;
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2. interest on each disbursement will accrue from the
date of entering repayment statusstil repaid, canceled or
fulfilled;

3. repayment status. The recipient enters repayment
status the first day of the month following:

a. the date the recipient notifies LASFAC that
monetary repayment is desired; or

b. six months after LASFAC determinesaththe
recipient is no longer pursuing a degree program or course
of study leading to a degree in wildlife, forestry or marine
science;

4. unless the recipient qualifies for reduced payments
as provided in §2105.H, the annual repayment amount will
be the geater of:

a. the amount necessary to repay the capitalized
loan principal within seven years; or

b. $1,200 per year or the unpaid balance, whichever
is less;

5. recipients in repayment status may have their
payments deferred in accordance with §2105.HBedti
Deferment of Repayment Obligation;

a. during the period of time a recipient is in
deferment status, the recipient is not required to make
payments and interest does not accrue;

b. the period of time for completion of repayment
will be extended by a pied of time equal to the length of
time the recipient is in deferment status.

D. Cancellation

1. The obligation to repay all or part of Rockefeller
State Wildlife Scholarship Program funds shall be canceled
in the event either of the following occurs:

a. upon submission to LASFAC of a sworn affidavit
from a qualified physician that the recipient is precluded
from completing the educational program and/or from
gainful employment because of a complete and permanent
medical disability or condition;

b. upon sbmission to LASFAC of a death
certificate, or other evidence conclusive under state law, that
the recipient is deceased.

2. The obligation to repay all or part of Rockefeller
State Wildlife Scholarship Program funds may be canceled
in the event the remaimy unpaid balance is $25 or less.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S
17:30213036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR:640 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1909 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:1860
(November 2001), amended LR 28:775 (April 2002), LR 30:780
(April 2004), LR 30:1168 (June 20Q4)R 36:2269 (October
2010)

Louisiana Administrative Code September 2011



EDUCATION

Chapter 12. Louisiana GO Grant

8§1201. General Provisions
A. Authority

1. In accordance with the requirements of Act 695 of
the 2004 Regular Session of the Legislature, the Board of
Regents developed the GO Grant Progréine program was
reviewed and approved by both the Senate Committee on
Education andhte House Committee on Education on April
12, 2007.

2. The Louisiana GO Grant Program is administered
by the Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance in
accordance with the approved program and a memorandum
of understanding by and between the Lansi Board of
Regents and the Louisiana Student Financial Assistance
Commission.

B. Description, History and Purpose. The Louisiana GO
Grant assists those students who can demonstrate financial
need to pay for the cost of postsecondary education. The GO
Grant is used to pay a portion of the cost of attendance at an
eligible Louisiana institution.

C. Maximum Award Amount

1. The maximum annual award for any student is
$2,000 per academic year.

2. The annual award amount for students who enroll
less than fulltime shall be reduced based on the maximum
amount for which the eligible Louisiana institution is
authorized to submit a payment request in §1211.C.2.

3. The maximum total lifetime award amount for any
student is $10,000.

D. The total amount awarded forGGGrants during any
academic year is limited to the total amount appropriated for
the award for the academic ye&ligibility for an award
during any particular semester or term does not guarantee
that a student will receive the GO Grant.

E. Allocation of Funds taPostsecondarinstitutions

1. For the 2002010 academic year, funds are
allocated based on the instituti®rontime billings for the
20082009 academic yealivided by the total amount of en
time billings for 20082009 multiplied times the tota
amount appropriated for the 20@910 academic year.

2. Beginning with the 2012011 academic year and
thereafter, the amount allocated will be determined by
dividing the amount of the institutitmprior year's allocation
that was expended by the totahount appropriated for that
academic year multiplied by the total amount appropriated
for the current year.

F. Reallocation of Funds. Uncommitted funds allocated
to a particular institution shall be reallocated if not
committed by the deadline set by LOSFUncommitted
funds shall be apportioned among those institutions that
have committed all funds allocated to the institution before
the deadline and have students who are eligible for an award
and didnot receive it.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordae with R.S.
17:30213023 and R.S. 17:3129.7.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2614 (December 2007), amendeR 34:236 (February
2008), LR 35:2349 (November 2009).

81203. Definitions

A. The following definitions shall be applicable to the
Louisiana GO Grant Program. Words and terms not
otherwise defined in this Chapter shall have the meanings
ascribed to such words and terms in this Section. Where the
masculine is uskin these rules, it includes the feminine, and
vice versa; where the singular is used, it includes the plural,
and vice versa.

Academic Year the academic year begimsth the fall
semester or term of the award year, includes the winter term,
if applicable, and concludes with the completion of the
spring semester or term of the award year. Summer terms
may be included in the academic year i€thostsecondary
institution provides students witRell Grans or financial
need grants during the summer session, in which case, the
academic year culminates with the summer session.

Admi ni st er thewlguisiarga Stdent Financial
Assistance Commsson through the Louisiana Office of
Student Financial Assistance or LOSFA.

Age a student's age is cal
birth year from the academic begin year he begins college
enrollment. For example, a student who is born in 1983 who
enrolls in college during the fall semester of 2007 or the
spring semester of 2008 is 24.

Cost of Attendancet he t ot al cost for
a particular postsecondary institution, usually expressed as
an academic year figure. This cost shall be determined by
the postsecondary institution attended in compliance with
Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended,
and shall be annually updated and adopted by the institution.

Creditbearing  Course a cour se i n
postsecondary education credit ieatpted.

Dependent Studenta st udent who does
an independent student and is deemed to be dependent on his
parents for support and therefore is required to include
parental information on the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) orenewal FAFSA.

Eligible Louisiana Institution Loui si ana
colleges or universities and regionally accredited
independent colleges or universities in the state that are
members of the Louisiana Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities aral Louisiana public college
that has been granted regional Candidacy Status, but is not
yet eligible to participate in Title IV programs, may award
students a GO Grant. Candidacy Status institutions must
require students to complete a FAFSA and the ingtitut
must determine a studénteligibility in accordance with
rules under this chapter

Enrollment registration in programs of study at a
postsecondary institution.

C L
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Expected Family Contribution (EFC)a n
determined by a formula established by Congress, that
indicates how much of a famiyfinancial resources should
be available to help pay fdhe studers cost of attendance.

Factors such as taxable and nontaxable income, assets (such

as savings and checking accounts), and benefits (for
example, unemployment or Social Security) are all
considered in this calculation.

Federal Pell Grant t h e GRaet brovided under Title
IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended.

Financial Need t h e student 0s
minus the expected family contribution (EFC) and minus the
studentds federal Pel | grant

Financial Need Gratt a n i n s tgrant providedn a |
by the state for students with financial nesdevidenced by
the data reported on the FAF&Aalouisiana public college
that has been granted regional candidacy status and is
eligible to participate in the Go Grant Program.

First-Time Freshman a student who, after high school
graduation, has never attended any postsecondary institution,
and thosestudents enrolled in the fall term who attended
college for the first time in the prior summer term after high
school graduation and students who eedewith advanced
standing (college credits earned before graduation from high
school).

Full Time a student enrolled in an eligible Louisiana
institution who is considered program full time by the
school, or is enrolled in at least 12 semester credit hours
8 hours at a term school.

Go Grant Award Amountt he awar d

paid during an academic year.

amou

Half Timé a student enrolled in an eligible Louisiana
institution who is not full time but is enrolled in at least
semester credit hours, fmur hours at a term school.

Independent Studeénta st udent who
of the criteria listed in Subparagraphs ar has been
determined independent by a financial aid officer exercising
professional judgment in accordance with applicable
provisions of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as
amended:

a. reached 24 years of age prior to January of the
year preceding the academic year for which the student is
applying for aid;

b. is currently serving on active duty for purposes
other than training ois a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces,
including a student who was activated to serve in Operation
Desert Storm;

c. is an orphan or a ward of the court or was a ward
of the court until age 18;

d. has legal dependents other than a spouse;
e. is agraduge or professional student;
f. is married.
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amount , Less Than Half Time A

costs

student
Louisiana institution who is not full time and is enrolled in
less thansix semester credit hours ¢wur hours at a term
school.

LouisianaResident

a. adependent or independent student whose true,
fixed, and permanent home of residence is Louisiana as
reported on the Free Applicatidior Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA);

Iy fa degendent gtydank whese paustodial parent
completes a residency affidavit in subggnaph e below that

establishes Louisiana residency;

c. adependent student whose parent is transferred
out of Louisiana temporarily by his/her employer and that
parent completes a residency affidavit in subparagraph e
below that establishes Louisiaresdency;

d. a dependent student whose parent is on active
duty in the Armed Forces and who is stationed in Louisiana
under permanent change of station orders, or an independent
student who is on active duty military status in the Armed
Forces and is statiodén Louisiana under peranent change
of station orders;

e. if the dependent or independent student does not
report Louisiana as his true, fixed, and permanent home of
residence as Louisiana on the FAFSA, the administering
agency may require an independstitdent applicant or the
parent of a dependent student applicant to show proof of
residency. Residency may be established by completion of a
standard affidavit, developed by the administering agency.

ch Sriftavits a}nlusf He completed in their entirety lby t
independent student applicant or by at least one parent of the
dependent student applicant and be sworn to and notarized
by a licensed notary public. Further, the affiant shall be
required to submit records in support of the affidavit to

me e ichude 5h? quwiggargc_?rds &r}g guch other records as may

be required by the administering agency:

i. if registered to vote, a Louisiana voter
registration card; and

ii. if licensed to drive a motor vehicle, a Louisiana
drivers license; and

iii.  if owning a moto vehicle located in Louisiana,
a Louisiana registration for that vehicle; and

iv.  if earning a reportable income, a Louisidaa
return;

f.i. a displaced student who has been certified by the
principal or headmaster to have graduated during the-2006
2007, 20072008 and 2002009 school years from an eut
of-state high school that meets the criteria of an eligible out
of-state high school as provided in 81701.A.4 and 5 is a
Louisiana Residerfor the purposes of this Chapter if:

(). such dependent or iegendent student
actually resided in Louisiana during tleatire 20042005
school year and was enrolled for such time in an eligible
Louisiana school; or
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(b). such dependent student has a parent or
courtordered custodian who actually resided in a parish
listed in Subclause f.ii.(a). below for at least the 12 months
prior to August 26, 2005, or in a parish listed in Subclause
f.ii.(b). below for at least the 12 months prior to September
20, 2005;

ii. for the purposes of this Subsectiatisplaced
studentmeans:

(8). a student who on August 26, 2005, was
actually residing in Jefferson, Lafourche, Orleans,
Plaguemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, or
Washington Parish; and

(). was enrolled in an eligible Louisiana
school; or

(ii). was enrolled ina home study program
approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education; or

(b). a student who on September 20, 2005, was
actually residing in Acadia, Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu,
Cameron, lberia, Jefferson Davis, St. Mary, Terrebonne, or
Vermilion Parish; and

(). was enrolled in an eligible Louisiana
school; or

(ii). was enrolled in a home study program
approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education.

Over Award an over award occurs when a student
receives financial aid in excess of his financial need or the
cost of attendance of an award under state programs to
which the student was not entitled.

Postsecondary Institutionan institution which has as
its sole pupose or one of its primary missions the provision

of postsecondary education. Postsecondary education is the

provision of a formal instructional program whose
curriculum is designed primarily for students beyond the
compulsory age for high school. This ludes programs
whose purpose is academic, vocational, and continuing
professional education, and excludes adult basic education
programs.

Program Full Time a student is enrolled in a degree
program at an eligible Louisiana institution that the
institution defines fultime as less than 12 hours per
semester or eight hours per term.

Satisfactory Academic Progréss standard established
in accordance with théligher Education Act of 1965, as
amended, by the institution at which a GO Grant recipient is
enrolled for measuring a studsnprogress in his or her
educational program.

Undergraduate Program a program of study that is
designed to lead to a certificaieundergraduate degree.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213023 and R.S. 17:30448 seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2615 (December 2@) amendedLR 34:236 (Februar
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2008), LR 35:647 (April 2009), LR 35:2349 (November 2009
36:2853 (December 2010)

§1205. Application and Initial Eligibility

A. Application. A student must complete the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid for theear during
which he intends to enroll in college.

B. Initial Eligibility. In order to be eligible for a
Louisiana GO Grant, a student must:

1. be a Louisianaesident; and

2. receive a federaPell Grantor a financial need
grant; and

3. have financiaheed; and

4.a. be a first time freshman who entered college
during the 20072008 academic year or later; or

b. have entered college as a first time freshman
during the 20072008 academic year or later and have
become eligible for a feder&ell Grantor afinancial need
grant after the freshman year; or

c. be age 25 or older and have entered college as a
first time freshman before the 20@D08 academic year and
have had a break in enroliment of at least two consecutive
semesters, not including a summer estar or term,
immediately preceding the period of enrollment for which
the student is being considered for receipt of a grant under
this Chapter.

C. In order to receive a grant under this Chapter, an
eligible student must be enrolled in an undergraduate
program at an eligible Louisianestitution through the
fourteenthclass dg for semester schools, or the nimflass
day for quarter and term schools, or for any qualifying
summer sessions, at the end of the last day to drop and
receive a full refund fothe full summer session.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213023 and R.S. 17:3046 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2616 (December B@), amended R 34:238 (February
2008), LR 35:2349 (November 2009)R 362853 (December
201Q LR 37:1389 (May 2011).

§1207. Continuing Eligibility

A. Application. A student must complete the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid or the Renewal
Applicaton for each year he enrolls in college to be
considered for &ell Grantand the Go Grant.

B. A student eligibility will be reevaluated on the same
schedule as eligibility for a federBell Grantor a financial
need grant is determined at the instdntibut at least once
annually.

1. The student must continue to receive flederal
Pell Grantor a financial need grant.

2. The student must still have financial need.

3. The student must have maintained satisfactory
academic progress as defined by thaiintion in which he
is enrolled in accordance with the Higher Education Act of
1965.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213023 and R.S. 17:3048 seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, ffize of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2616 (December 2007), amendeR 34:238 (February
2008), LR 35:2349 (November 20Q09)R 36:2853 (December
2010

81209. Eligibility of Louisiana Postsecondary
Institutions

A. Eligible Louisiana Institutions

1. Eligible public Louisiana institutions that provide
undergraduate programs.

2. Regionally accredited private colleges and
universities that are members of the Louisiana Association
of Independent Colleges and Universities, Inc. (LAICU). As
of July 2007, LAIQJ membership included Centenary
College, Dillard University, Louisiana College, Loyola
University, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, Our
Lady of the Lake College, Our Lady of Holy Cross College,
St. Joseph Seminary College, Tulane Medical Centdané
University and Xavier University.

B. Audits

1. Eligible Louisiana institutions that participate in the
Louisiana GO Grant program grant LOSFA and the
Louisiana legislative auditor the right to inspect records and
perform onsite audits of each ingtiion's administration of
the program for the purpose of determining the institigion
compliance with state law and applicable rules and
regulations.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213023 and R.S. 17:3129.7.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Pramulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2616 (December 2007), amendeR 34:238 (February
2008).

81211. Responsibilities of Eligible Louisiana
Institutions

A. Initial Eligibility
l.a.Eligible Louisiana institutions must determine

whether the student meets the criterion in Subparagraph a of
the definition ofLouisiana Residenn §1203.

b. If this criterion is not met, the student may
request that LOSFA make a determination of residency
under Sbparagraph e of the definition oEouisiana
Residentn §1203.

2. Eligible Louisiana institutions must determine
whether a student meets the initial eligibility criteria
enumerated in §1205.B4£

B. Continuing Eligibility. Eligible Louisiana institutions
must determine whether a student meets the continuing
eligibility criteria enumerated in §1207 on the same schedule
as eligibility for aPell Grantor a financial need grant is
determined at the institution, but at least once annually.

C. Submission of Payent Requests. Each semester or
term, eligible Louisiana institutions shall submit a payment
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request to LOSFA for students enrolled at the institution who
have been determined eligible for a Louisiana GO Grant as
follows:

1. for each student eligible f@ Louisiana GO Grant
who is enrolled at the end of thidth class day for semester
schools, or the 9th class day for quarter and term schools, or
for any qualifying summer sessions, at the end of the last
day to drop and receive a full refund for the fsllmmer
session;

2. payment request amount:

a. $1,000 per semester for a student enrolled full
time after the 14th class day in an eligible Louisiana
institution that operates on a semester basis or $667 ($666
for the final term of the award year) per tefon a student
enrolled full time after the 9th class day in an eligible
Louisiana institution that operates on a term basis or the
amount authorized for payment as announced in a LOSFA
Bulletin prior to the billing date, whichever is less;

b. $500 per senwer for a student enrolled half time
after the 14th class day in an eligible Louisiana institution
that operates on a semester basis or $333 ($334 for the final
term) per term for a student enrolled half time after the 9th
class day in an eligible Louisia institution that operates on
a term basis or the amount authorized for payment as
announced in a LOSFA Bulletin prior to the billing date,
whichever is less;

c. $250 per semester for a student enrolled less than
half time after the 14th class day in aligible Louisiana
institution that operates on a semester basis or $167 (or $166
for the final term) per term for a student enrolled less than
half time after the 9th class day in an eligible Louisiana
institution that operates on a term basis or the amou
authorized for payment as announced in a LOSFA Bulletin
prior to the billing date, whichever is less;

d. for summer sessions, the difference between
what the student was paid during the preceding fall semester
or term, winter term, if applicable, andrg semester or
term and the student's maximum annual award amount;
provided the award for the summer session shall not exceed
$1,000 or the amount authorized for payment as announced
in a LOSFA Bulletin prior to the billing date, whichever is
less;

3. the payment request shall include the social security
number, college code, term, date, hours attempted, award
amount, and amount requested for each student.

4. for students who are enrolled in more than one
eligible Louisiana institution, the home schoolchsol
paying the Pell Grant or a financial need grant) is
responsible for submitting a payment request for the Go
Grant based on the total hours enrolled at all institutions.

D. Over Payments

1. No institution shall submit a payment request for
GO Grant funds which would result in a student receiving an
annual total of more than is authorized in §1201.C.
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2. Eligible Louisiana institutionsertify by submitting 2. In the event projections indicate sufficient funds are
a payment request for a GO Grant that the institution will  not available, LOSFA shall notify the Board of Regents.
reimburse LOSFA for any award funds ttlaae disbursed to 3. LOSRA will provide to the Board of Regents

ineligible students, in excess of the maximum annual award . ; ) . )
information that is necessary to determine appropriate

or in excess of the maximum lifetime award. funding amounts upon the request of the Board of Regents.
E. Over Award. In the event the studsntotal aid,

including vocational rehabilitation awards, exceeds his E. LOSFA shall audit eligible Louisiana institutions to

financial need or the cosf attendance, any federal loan aid ~ €nsure compliance with these rules.

included in the total aid package shall be reduced, then AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.

institutional and other aid in accordance with institutional 17:30213023 and R.S. 17:3044 seq.

practice, then the Louisiana GO Grant, then a TOPS Award, HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial

if applicable, shall be reduced by the amb of any Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,

remaining over award. LR 33:2617 (December 2007), amendeR 34:239 (February
2008, LR 35:2350 (November 2009)1 R 36:2853 (December

F. Records Retention. Records pertaining to the payment 2010)

requests for Louisiana GO G@nts are subject to audit as g1215. Responsibilities of LASFAC

required by LASFAC, the Louisiana Board of Regents, and

the Louisiana Legislative Auditor.Eligible Louisiana A. LASFAC shall promulgate administrative rules in

institutions shall maintain all records for a minimum of three ~ accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, in

years from creatiorAll such records shall be made available ~ consultation with the Louisiana Board of Regents and in

upon request by LASFAC, the Louisiana Board of Regents ac®rdance with a memorandum of understanding entered
and/or the Louisiana Legis|ative Auditor. into by and between LASFAC and the Louisiana Board of

S Regents.
G. Each postsecondary instituti@hall have and follow

a written policy describing tAHRPRITYNOIE ,Prmeplga;eq) R gcsordagnge yigh RPu r e
selecting students for payment of a GO Grdite policy 17:30233023 and R.S. 17:3

. : HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
must be available for audits conducted under §1209.B. Asdgstance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. LR 33:2618 (December 2007).
17:30213023 and R.S. 17:304# seq. o §1217. Responsibilities of the Board of Regents
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, A. At least on an annual basis, the Board of Regents
LR 33:2617 (December 2007), amendeR 34:239 (February shall review the amount appropriated for this program, and
2008), LR 35:2349 (November 20Q9)R 36:2853 (Decembe based orthat figure, determine the maximum amount to be
2010) received by students attending school on atiuie, half
81213. Responsibilities of LOSFA time, and less than hdifne basis, and it shall provide

A. LOSFA shall pay each eligible Louisiana institution notice to LOSFA of that amount,

an amount equal to that amount in a payment request by the  B. In the event of receipt of notice of a shortfall and
eligible Louisiana institution in accordance with the additional funds are not allocated for payment of all
provisions of §1211.C. anticipated awards for subsequent semesters, terms and
sessions during the academic year, the Board of Regents
shall develop, approve and deliver a plan to LOSFA to
address the shortfall.

B. LOSFA shall determia the residency of students who
do not meet the criteria enumerated in Subparagraph a of the
definition of Louisiana Residerih §1203 and notify eligible

Louisiana institutions of its determination(s). AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
L 17:30213023 and R.S. 17:30448 seq.
C. LOSFA shall maintain a database of all students wh HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial

have received the GO Grant, included social security Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,

number, college code, term, date, hours attempted, award LR 35:2350 (November 2009LR 36:2853 (December 2010)
amount, annual amount received, and aggregate amount : :
received.In the event LOSFA receives a payment request in Chapte_r 13. Leveragmg_ Educational
an amount that would exceed ttet udent 6s el i giAssistange Partnership (LEAP)
LOSFA will pay only that amount that will not exceed the -
studentos eligibility. §1301. General Provisions

A. Legislative Authority

1. After the receipt of fall semester or term payment 1. Federal
requests, but no later than October 15 of each year, LOSFA a. Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965
shall determine Wether sufficient funds are available to pay
all anticipated awards for subsequent semesters, terms and b. 34 CFR Part 692, as amended

sessions of the academic year. c. Title IV of the Higher Eduation Amendments of
1992 (Public Law 10325)

D. Adequacy of Funding
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2. State
R.S. 17: 3031
b. Act 632 of the 1974 Regular Legislative Session

a.

c. Act 228 of the 1977 Regular Legislative Session

B. Description, History and Purpose. The Louisiana
Leveraging Educational Assistee Partnership (LEAP)
Program, first funded in 1975, provides ndeded grants to
academically qualified students using federal and state
funds. These grants are to be used for educational expenses
including tuition and fees, books and supplies, anddivi
expenses, such as room, board and transportation.

C. Louisiana administers a decentralized LEAP Program.
Certain functions of the program are delegated to
participating schools. Schools approved for participation in
the Louisiana LEAP Program must hafesleral eligibility
and must annually submit a state application and be
approved for state participation. Funding available for a
specific award year is allocated to eligible-state
postsecondary institutions who select and certify recipients
to LASFAC. LASFAC forwards award funding to the
institutions for disbursement to the student or student's
account.

D. Award Amounts. Individual grants range from an
annual minimum of $200 to a maximum of $2,000; however,
the actual amount of each student's awarceterchined by
the financial aid office at the institution and is governed by
the number of recipients selected and the amount of funds
available. Awards are based upon a full academic year,
excluding summer sessions and intersession, beginning with
the fallterm and concluding with the spring term.

E.1.Allocation of Funds. Annually, funds are allocated to
postsecondary institutions based on school type, the
schools prior year firstime, full-time enrollment of
matriculating students and the amount of phr®r yeals
allocation that was expended. Initial funds, for fiiste
recipients, are computed as a percentage of all participating
institutions firsttime, full-time enrolliment as of October 10
of the prior fiscal year. A studést enrollment in an
undergraduate degree granting school which is a component
of a state supported medical center, shall be atiimst, full-
time freshman for the purpose of this program. Continuation
funds for students who had previously received LEAP are
computed as a pentiage of the allocated funds used during
the previous year. The continuation formula applies 60
percent for fouyear schools and 40 percent for twear
schools.For the purpose of this paragrapmatriculating
student meansa degree seeking student

2. For the 20082007 academic year (college), the
allocations described in E.1 above shall be made to
postsecondary institutions based on 20085 academic
year (college) formula data.

F. Reallocation of Funds. Uncommitted institutional
allotted funds are edlocated if not committed by the
deadline of November 1 for colleges and universities and
campuses of Louisiana Technical College and January 1 for
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proprietary schools. The method of reallocation is dependent
upon the amount of funds available for readioan. If the
reallocation amount is less then $50,000, then only amd
four-year colleges and universities, which have fully
committed their original allotment by the appropriate
deadline, receive a reallotment. If $50,000 or more is
available for redbcation, it is reallotted to eligible schools
of all types, which have fully committed their original
allotment by the appropriate deadline.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Fial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:641 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1910 (October 1998), LR 25:1458 (August 1999),
repromulgated LR 27:1860 (November 2001), amended LR
28:2332 (Noveber 2002), LR 32:2239 (December 2006), LR
33:440 (March 207), LR 34:240 (February 2008), LR 3885
(September 2008).

§1303. Establishing Eligibility

A. LEAP applicants must meet all of the following
criteria:

1. be a US. citizen or national or eligible noncitizen,
and registered with the selective service, if required; and

2. be aresident of Louisiana, as defined in 8301 for at
least one year prior to July 1 of the award year; and

3. annually, submit the completed Fr&gplication for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or renewal FAFSA, whichever
is available to the applicant, by any deadline imposed by the
institution attended; and

4. have a high school diploma with at least a 2.00
cumulative grade point average, or a minimawarage score
of 450 on the General Educational Development (GED) test,
or an ACT composite score of at least 20, or a-post
secondary grade point average of at least 2.00 from the most
recent term; and

5. be selected and certified by the school for reagip
a LEAP Award, contingent upon final approval by LASFAC;
and

6. meet any additional selection criteria established by
the individual institution participating in the LEAP Program;
and

7. be certified as a fullime undergraduate student in
an eligibleprogram at an eligible pestecondary institution,
as defined in 81901 and either:

a. be enrolled full time at the time of disbursement
if disbursement occurs at the end of the 14th class day (9th
class day for Louisiana Tech); or

b. be enrolled full timeat the end of the 14th class
day (9th class day at Louisiana Tech) and is enrolled at least
half-time at the time of disbursement if disbursement occurs
after the 14th class day (9th class day at Louisiana Tech);
and
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8. havesubstantial financial needisdefined in 8301;
and

9. be in compliance with the terms of other federal
and state aid programs which the applicant may be receiving
and which are administered by LASFAC; and

10. not have a criminal
misdemeanor traffic violations; dn

conviction, except for

11. agree that the award proceeds will be used

exclusively for educational expenses; and
12. not be in default of an educational loan.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:641 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1910 (October 1998), LR 25:1459 (August 1999),
repromulgated LR 27:1861 (November 20QGihended LR 28:448
(March 2002, LR 35:1491 (August 2009).

§1305. Maintaining Eligibility

A. To continue receiving a LEAP Award, the recipient
must meet all of the following criteria:

1. meet all of the initial eligibility criteria listed in
§1303; and

2. maintain a cumulative pesecondary grade point
average of at least 2.00 calculated on a 4.00 scale by the
conclusion of the spring term.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Fidal
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:642 (April 1998),
LR 24:1911 (October 1998), amended LR 25:1459 (August 1999),
repromulgated LR 27:1861 (November 2001).

Chapter 14. Early Start Program
§1401. General Provisions

A. The Early Start Program is administered by the
Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance (LOSFA)
in accordance with a memorandum of understanding by and
between the Louisiana Board of Regents and the Louisiana
Student Financighssistance Commission (LASFAC).

B.1. Description. The Early Start Program is established
to provide funding to eligible Louisiana postsecondary
institutions that enroll eligible 11th and 12th grade Louisiana
public high school students incollege degree,
developmental, or work skills courses.

2. History. The program was established by the Board
of Regents as the Dual Enrollment Program to provide
funding to public postsecondary institutions that enroll
eligible public high school studentBeginning the 2008
2009 academic year (college), the Board of Regents
expanded the program to include members of LAICU that
enroll eligible public high school studentsct 460 of the
2008 Regular Session of the Legislature provided for
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participation in he program by students enrolled in
nonpublic high sieools and home school programs.

3. Purpose. The purpose of the Early Start Program is
to provide an incentive for qualified Louisiana high school
students to prepare for a postsecondary education or.caree

C. Effective Date. Early Start Program payments shall be
made beginning with the 20008 award year to
postsecondary institutions for 11th and 12th grade students
meeting the eligibility criteria set forth in this Chapter.

D. Eligible Semesters/Termdhe Early Start Program
will pay for enrollment in each college course during each
semester or term of the academic year. Early Start Program
will not pay fa summer semesters or sessions.

E. Award Amount

1. The Early Start Program will pay postsecondary
institutions, except for campuses of the Louisiana Technical
College beginning with the spring semester of 2011, $100
per college credit hour, not to exceed $300 per course, for
each course in which a student enrolled in a Louisiana public
high school is kgible to enroll.

2. Beginning with the spring semester of 2011, the
Early Start Program will pay $50 per credit hour, not to
exceed $150 per course, for students enrolled at campuses of
the Louisiana Technical College.

3. The award amount shall not baig on behalf of
students enrolled in nonpublic high schools or in home
school; howeverbeginning with the 2062009 academic
year (ollege), the program allows participating eligible
Louisiana postsecondary institutions to enroll eligible
eleventh and telfth grade Louisiana nonpublic high school
and home school students at the same rate as the award
amount that funding is provided for public high school
students at these institutions.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2609 (December 2007), amendeR 34:240 (February
2008), LR 35:231 (Februag009),LR 37:1386 (May 2011).

81403. Definitions

A. Words and terms not otherwise defined in this
Chapter shall have the meanings ascribed to such words and
terms in this SectiorWhere the masculine is used in these
rules, it includes the feminine, and vice &rsvhere the
singular is used, it includes the plural, and vice versa.

Academic Year the academic year begimsth the fall
semester or term of the award year, includes the winter term,
if applicable, and concludes with the completion of the
spring semesteor term.

Career Area of Concentrati@na coherent sequence of
courses or field of study approved by BESE that prepares a
high school student for a first job and/or further education
and training. It includes four sequential related credits in a
specific aea plus two credits in a related field; one must be a
basic computer course.
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Census Da¥y 14th class day (or equivalent) of current
term enrollment.

College Degree Courfea course in an academic
subject at a Louisiana postsecondary institution that
generate postsecondary institutional credit and: (1) appears
on the current Board of Regents' Statewide General
Education Course Articulation Matrix for public
postsecondary institutions; or (2) appears on a list of courses
approved by the Board of Regents forlCA) postsecondary
institutions.

Eligible Postsecondary Instituti@nLouisiana public
colleges or universities and regionally accredited
independent colleges or universities which are members of
the LAICU.

Enrichment/Developmental Coufs@n English or
mathenatics course at an eligible Louisiana postsecondary
institution that generates postsecondary institutional credit,

but not degree credit, and is designed to prepare the student

for collegelevel instruction.

Home School Stude@tstudents enrolled in BESE
approved home study programs and students enrolled in
nonpublic (private) schools that have not sought approval
from but are registered with BESE.

LAICUS Louisiana  Association
Colleges and Universities.

On Track to Graduate from High Schdoh student has
earned at least 11 Carnegie units if a junior, or at least
16 Carnegie units if a senior.

of Independent

Work Skills Cours& a course aan eligible Louisiana
postsecondary institution in a skill or occupational training
area that is designed to lead to adusirybased certificate
and, for students required to have a declared Career Area of
Concentration, will contribute to the studerCareer Area of
Concentration.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 174801 and R.S. 17:3048.5.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2610 (December 2007), amendeR 34:240 (February
2008), LR 35:232 (February 2009).

81405. Establishing Eligibility

A. To establish eligibility for the Early Start Program, all
student applicants nstimeet the following criteria:

1. be in the 11th or 12th grade in a Louisiana public
high school and beginning with the 20809 Academic
Year (College) in a nonfalic high school or in homschool;

2. beat least 15 years of age;

3. have taken either the PLANor ACT assessment
(or SAT) and those scores are on file at the high school or in
the student s home school

4. have completed and submittean Early Start
Program application to the high school in which the student
is enrolled or to the parenf the student in home school;
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r e Stgdeny smust be working

5. be approved by the high school in which the student
is enrolled, or the parent of the studentmme school, to
participate inthe program and to enroll in the course or
courses; and

6.a. Dbe enrolled in a course for which both public high
school and college credit is attempted and for whach
Early Start Program payment is made: or

b. be enrolled in a course for which both nohblpei
high school or home school and college credit is attempted
and for which an amount equal to the award amount of an
Early Start Program payment is made.

B. Enrollment in a College Degree Course. In addition to
the eligibility criteria in Paragraphs A@:

la. for students graduating fronmigh school or
completing the 12tlyrade level of home school in academic
years (high school) 2003009 through 2012011, the
student must be working towards completing the
Regents/TOPS core curriculum by high schgaduation;
or

b. for students graduating fronmigh school or
completing the 12tigrade level of home school in academic
years (high school) 2012012 and thereafter, the student
mustbe working towards completing the Louisiana Core 4
curriculum as approwk by the Board of Elementary and
Secondarfgducation;

2.a. through the fall semester or fall and winter term
of the 20082009 academic year (college) have a PIEAd
ACT (or an equivalent SAT) composite score of at least 17
to enroll in a college degreeuse unless the postsecondary
institution requires the student to meet the criteria in
§1405.B.2.b. below;

b. for the spring semester or term of the 2Q0®9
academic year (college) and thereafter, have a PLAN
composite score of at least 17 or ACT (or eguivalent
SAT) composite score of at least 18 to enroll in a college
degree course;

3. have a PLAN or ACT (or an equivalent SAT)
English subscore of at least 18r meet the postsecondary
institution's prerequisite requiremento enroll in an entry
level English college degree course;

4. have a PLAN or ACT (or an equivalent SAT)
mathematics subcore of at least 18or meet the
postsecondary institution's prequisite requirementto
enroll in an entry level mathematics college degree course.

C. Enrollment in an Enrichment/Developmental Course.
In addition to the eligibility criteria in Paragraphs A1

la.for students graduating fromhigh school or
completing the 12tlyrade level of home school in academic
years (high school) 2003009 through 2012011, the
towards completing the
Regents/TOPS core curriculum by high school graduation;
or

b. for students graduating fronmigh school or
completing the 12tigrade level of home school in academic
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years (high school) 2012012 and hereafter, the student
mustbe working towards completing the Louisiana Core 4
curriculum as approved by the Board of Elementary and
Secondarfducation;

2.a. through the fall semester or fall and winter term
of the 20082009 academic year (college), hav®LAN® or
ACT (or an equivalent SAT) composite score of at least 12
to enroll in an enrichment/developmental course unless the
postsecondary institution requires the student to meet the
criteria in §1405.C.2.b. below;

b. for the spring semester or termthe 20082009
academic year (college) and thereafter, have a PLAN
composite score of at least 14 or ACT (or an equivalent
SAT) composite score of at leadts to enroll in an
enrichment/developmental course or meetpbstsecondary
institution's prerequisite requiremento enroll in the course;

D. Enrollment in a Work Skills Course. In addition to the
eligibility criteria in Paragraphs A-@, a student must have:

la through the fall semester or fall and winter term
of the 20082009 academic year (colley a PLAN’ or ACT
Composite score (or an equivalent SAT score) of at least 12
unless the postsecondary institution requires the student to
meet the criteria in §1405.D.1.b. below a WorkKeys
Bronze Certificate;

b. for the spring semester or term of 2@082009
academic year (college) and thereafter, PEA®®mMposite
score of 14 or ACT Composite score (or an equivalent SAT
score) of at least 1&r a WorkKeys Bronze Certificate;

2a. for students graduating fronmigh school or
completing the 12tigrade leel of home school in academic
years (high school) 2063009 through 2012011 and
thereafter:

i. be working towards completing the
Regents/TOPS core curriculum by high school graduation
or

i. be working towards and on track to graduate
from high schob and have a declared Career Area of
Concentration;

b. for students graduating from high school or
completing the 1th grade level of home school in academic
year (high school) 2012012 and thereatfter:

i. be working towards completing the Louisiana
Core4 curriculum as approved by the Board ofraéatary
and Secondary Educatioar,

i. be working towards and on track to graduate
from high school and have declared Career Area of
Concentration.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2610 (December 2007), amendeR 34:240 (Febuary

2008), LR 35:232 (Februa2009).
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§1407. Continuing Enrollment

A. To continue enrollment in subsequent semesters/terms
in the Early Start Program, the student must:

1. have successfully completed and earned credit in
the last course(s) in which a student enrolled through the
Early Start Program. If the student resigns, or withdraws
from a course or the studé&ntegistration in the course is
cancelled, the student must receive permission from both the
high school and college to continue enrollment in
subsequent semesters/terms;

2. bein good standing at the postsecondary institution;

3. continue to meet

81405.A.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulga¢d by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2610 (Decemdr 2007), amended R 34:241 (February

2008), LR 35:233 (February 2009).

81409. Responsibilities of High Schools and School
Boards and Parents of Hone School Students

eligibility requirements in

A. The student's high school or the parent of a home
school student shall:

1. determine whether the student meets the initial
eligibility criteria provided in §1405.A;

2. approve or disapprove the student's participation in
the program;

3. approve the course or courses in which the student
will enroll;

4. provide to the postsecondary institution at which
the student will be dually enrolled:

a. the student's approved application; and

b. the student's PLAN and/or ACT test scores,
including subscores on those tests required to enroll in
specific cairses as provided in §1405RB

B. By forwarding the student's application to the
postsecondary institution, the student's high school or the
parent of a home school student certifies that it has
determined that the student has met all criteria in 81405.A to
participate in the Early Start Program and has approved the
student's participation in the program and the course or
courses in whie the student will be enrolled.

C. Student must be enrolled ia college course for
which high school or home school credit is attempted and
recorded on the studéntsecondary permanent academic
record, includingthe high school course, units attempted,
units earned, and course grade, unless the student withdraws
before the collegs census date or the studemnrollment is
cancelled.

D. Atthe end of each semester or term of participation in
the program, the student's high school or the parent of a
home school student shall determine whether the student has
met tke criterion in §1407.A.1 for continued enroliment in
the Early Start Program. If the student is determined eligible
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and the high school or the parent of a home school student
approves the student's continued participation in the
program, it shall so notifyhe postsecondary institution and
provide the course or courses approved for enrollment.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Fial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2610 (December 2007), amendeR 34:241 (February
2008), LR 35:233 (February 2009).

81413. Responsibilities ofEligible Louisiana
Postsecondary Institutions

A. Each eligible Louisina postsecondary institution that
participates in the Early Start Program shall:

1. be responsible for determining that the student
meets the PLAN or ACT eligibility criteria provided in
81405.BD;

2. reserve Early Start Program funds when the student
enplled in a public high school is accepted andoted in
an appropriate course;

3. submit a payment request to LOSFA for public high
school students enrolled at the institution for whom a
reservation was made as follows:

a. for each public high school stant eligible for
the Early Start Program who is enrolled at the end of the
14th class day or later for semester schools, or the 9th class
day or later for quarter and term schools;

b. payment request amount. Each semester or term,
the postsecondary insttton in which a student is enrolled
in an Early Start course shall submit a payment request to
LOSFA during the period the billing portal is open for each
semester/term for which the student is enroliedthe
amount of $100 per credit hour in which theident is
enrolled, not to exceed $300 for each college course.
Payment requests received outside of these timeframes will
not be paid unless approved liye Louisiana Board of
Regents;

c. the postsecondary institution may not charge the
student any mandaty institutional and tuition fees for
enrollment in a course paid for by the Early Start Program;

d. the payment request shall include the Social
Security number, college code, high school code, term, date,
college course type, hours attempted, and amagtested
for each student;

4. for each nonpublic high school student and each
home school, submit to LOSFA within 30 days of the census
date of the semester/term for which the student is accepted
in the Early Start Program the studenhame, Social
Secuity number, college code, high school code, term, date,
college course type, hours attempted,;

5. for students who have been previously enrolled in
the Early Start Program, determine whether the student is in
good standing at that institution;
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6. by submiting a payment request to LOSFA, the
postsecondary institution certifies that:

a. the student meets the eligibility criteria provided
in §1405.BD for the college course in whidhe student is
dually enrolled;

b. the student was enrolled at the end of id¢h
class day or later for semester schools, or the 9th class day or
later for quarter and term schools;

c. the student's high school or the parent of a home
school student has provided notice that the student is eligible
for and has been approved to ioue participation in the
program; and

d. the student's high school or the parent of a home
school student has provided notice of the course or courses
approved for enrollment;

e. the studentis in good standing at the institution;

7. verify that the studnt is enrolled in a college
course for which college credit is attempted and recorded on
the studerns postsecondary permanent academic record,
including the college course, credit attempted, credit earned,
and course grade, unless the student withdraafisré the
collegés censs date or the student's enrollment is cancelled;

8. report student level outcome data to the Board of
Regents according to specifications defined by the Board of
Regents.

B. Records Retention

1. Records pertaining to the Early St&rogram are
subject to audit as required by LOSFA, LASFAC, the
Louisiana Board of Regents, and the Louisiana Legislative
Auditor. Postsecondary institutions shall maintain all records
for a minimum of three years. All such records shall be made
availableupon request by LOSFA, LASFAC, the Louisiana
Board of Regents and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by theStudent Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2611 (December 2007), amendeR 34:241 (February
2008), LR 35:234 (February 2009).

81415. Responsibilities of the Board of Regents

A. The Board of Regents shall progida student
application to participate in the Early Start Program.

B. The Board of Regents shall maintain a Statewide
General Education Course Articulation Matrix.

C. The Board of Regents shall list the courses offered by
LAICU postsecondary institutionsat are approved for use
in the Early Start ProgranThe Board of Regents shall
review the list of LAICU courses at least on an annual basis
and shall post the list on the Board of Regents web site.

D. In the event that the funds appropriated for the Early
Start Program are insufficient to pay for all eligible public
high school students, the Board of Regents shall develop,
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approve and deliver a plan tbOSFA to address the
shortfall.

E. The Board of Regents shall provide specifications for
submitting studet level outcome data as required by
81413.A.8.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213036, R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1 and R.S. 17:3048.5.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of 8ent Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2611 (December 2007), amendeR 34:242 (February

2008), LR 35:234 (February 2009).

§1417. Responsibilities of LOSFA

A. Upon receipt of payment requests from institutions
submitted in accordance with §1413.A, LOSFA shayl {hee
institution for each eligible atlent in accordance with
§1413.

B. LOSFA shall conduct audits of the participating
eligible Louisiana postsecondary institutions to ensure
compliance with program requirements.

C. LOSFA shall provide the information oessary to
fully inform Louisiana public high school students and their
parents on the requirements of and procedures for applying
for and maintaining eligibity for the Early Start Program.

D. LOSFA shall audit high schools and postsecondary
institutionsto ensure compliarcwith these rules.

E. LOSFA shall maintain a database of all students who
have participated in the Early Start Program, including
Social Security number, college code, high school code,
term, date, college course type, hours attemptegiment
amount, and aggregate amount paid.

F.1. After the receipt of fall semester or term payment
requests, but no later than October 15 of each year, LOSFA
shall determine whether sufficient funds are available for all
anticipated program payments farbsequent semesters and
terms of the academic year.

2. In the event projections indicate sufficient funds are
not available, LOSFA shall notify the Board of Regents.

3. In the event additional funds are not allocated for
all program payments anticipatedr feubsequent semesters
and terms during the academic year, the Board of Regents
shall develop, approve and deliver a plan to LOSFA to
address the shortfall.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213023 and R.S. 17:3129.7.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2611 (December 2007), amendeR 34:242 (February
2008), LR 35:234 (February (2009).

81419. Responsibilities of LASFAC

A. LASFAC shall promulgate dministrative rules in
accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, in
consultation with the Louisiana Board of Regents and in
accordance with a memorandum of understanding entered
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into by and between LASFAC and the Louisiana Board of
Regents.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:30213023 and R.S. 17:3129.7.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance,
LR 33:2612 (December 2007), amendeR 34:242 (February
2008)

Chapter 15. Grant Opportunity
for Youth ChalleNGe Skills
Training Program
81501. General Provisions

A. Legislative Authority. The Louisiana Grant
Opportunity for Youth ChalleNGe Skills Training Program
(the GGYouth ChalleNGe Program) was created lny 826
of the 2003 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature.

B. Purpose. It is the purpose of the program to encourage
and assist those students who graduate from the Louisiana
National Guard's Youth ChalleNGe Program to continue
their education and éance their employment opportunities
by providing tuition at an eligible Louisiana postsecondary
institution.

C. Effective Dates. The program shall be available to any
student who completes the Louisiana National Guard's Youth
ChalleNGe Program after Jug@, 2003.

D. Eligible Courses of Study. The program grant may be
used to pursue postsecondary skill or occupational training,
including a vocational technical education certificate or
diploma or a nonacademic undergraduate degree.

E. Eligible Institutions. Eligible students may use the
program grant at the following institutions:

1. Louisiana public community colleges that offer
skill or occupational training and the Louisiana Technical
College; and

2. a regionally accredited independent college or
universty in the state that is a member of the Louisiana
Association of Independent Colleges and Universities and
offers skill or occupational training.

F. Grant Amounts. The program grant shall be paid for a
period not to exceed the equivalent of two progranrs/ea
(nonacademic) in an amount:

1. equal to the actual cost of tuition for a student
enrolled in a Louisiana public postsecondary institution;

2. equal to the average tuition amount paid for
students attending public postsecondary institutions for a
studen enrolled at a regionally accredited independent
college or university in the state that is a member of the
Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and
Universities. See §1903.B.8 for method of computation.

G. Definitions. For the purposes of thish&pter, the
following definitions are applicable:
































































































