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“Any society, any nation, is 
judged on the basis of how it 
treats its weakest members -- 
the last, the least, the littlest.”  
 - Cardinal Roger Mahony, In a 1998 
letter, Creating a Culture of Life

This quote was part of a powerful presentation, 
given by Kavitha Cardoza, at the 2017 Gaining Early 
Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs 
(GEAR UP) Capacity Building Workshop (CBW). Kavitha 
is a Correspondent for Education Week/PBS Newshour. 
She has covered education for more than 15 years, 
most recently as a special correspondent for NPR where 
she covered education, poverty and children. Kavitha’s 
presentation focused on the ‘Power of Story’ as part 
of the Mobilize framework. The presentation featured 
insightful clips that demonstrated the struggle limited 
income students face with college access and success. 

The annual CBW is conducted by the National Council 
for Community and Education Partnerships (NCCEP), 
the professional development and advocacy entity for 
the GEAR UP Program. Our team had the privilege of 
hearing powerful speakers like Kavitha, and attending 
professional development workshops while networking 
with GEAR UP Program leaders from across the nation. 

The Framework of the 2017 CBW was Excel, Prove and 
Mobilize:
Excel— ensuring a mindset of continual improvement 
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and equipping GEAR UP professionals with the skills 
necessary to consistently improve their programs.

Prove — ensuring that GEAR UP programs and staff 
have the appropriate infrastructure and capability to 
make informed decisions based on reliable data and, 
ultimately, to be able to demonstrate impact.

Mobilize — ensuring that our work locally and 
nationally finds a collective voice to secure the long 
term sustainability and growth of GEAR UP and to 
continually recruit more individuals and partners to 
the movement.”

The NCCEP CBW Framework affirmed the direction 
and framework our program currently utilizes: 

Motivate, Instruct and Follow Through with students/
parents/families by meeting them where they are and 
assisting them with getting to where they need to be; 

Collect Quantitative and Qualitative Data and use 
them as the basis for decisions and changes, to keep 
improving programs and services, and 

Tell Your Story so that stakeholders realize the 
importance of the work you do and the difference it 
makes in the lives of the people we serve: Among them 
are the weakest, the last, the least and the littlest. 

Best,
S.
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The Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance 
(LOSFA) and the Louisiana Association of Student 
Financial Aid Administrators (LASFAA) hosted 
Louisiana’s tenth annual 
College Goal Sunday 
statewide events on Sunday, 
February 12, 2016, at fifteen 
locations around the state. A 
total of 237 students/families 
received free assistance from 
financial aid professionals with 
completing the primary student 
financial aid form, the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). Total College Goal Sunday 
attendance was 478 students and 
parents.
 
LASFAA representatives provided a 
general financial aid overview and a 
preview of the FAFSA content. LOSFA 
representatives explained the TOPS 
processing cycle and how to create an 
account in the Student Hub of the Louisiana 
Award System section of the LOSFA website to 
track both initial and continuing TOPS eligibility.

LOSFA Public Information and Communications 
Director and College Goal Sunday Statewide 
Coordinator Gus Wales noted that attendance 
was down significantly this year. “We attribute the 
approximately 50% drop in participation this year 
primarily to the fact that the FAFSA for the 2017-
18 academic year has been available since October 
1, 2016,” Wales said. “This cycle, LOSFA and other 
College Access organizations have been aggressively 
conducting FAFSA completion events and workshops 
for more than four months prior to the February CGS 
date,” he continued. 

Louisiana College Goal Sunday Assists 237 
Students with FAFSA Completion 

In prior years, the FAFSA for the academic year 
beginning the following fall semester has not been 
available until January and required completion of 

federal income taxes 
for the just completed 

calendar year. With the 
earlier FAFSA release 

date of October, prior-
prior year tax information 

is required allowing more 
filers to have complete and 

accurate information earlier.  

“LOSFA is going to recommend 
to our postsecondary host 

site partners that we strongly 
consider moving College Goal 

Sunday to November for the next 
FAFSA cycle which will begin on 

October 1 of this year,” Wales added. 
“Such a move would be timelier and 

would likely draw significantly larger 
numbers of students and parents…

especially since FAFSA completion will 
be a graduation requirement for public 

school students beginning with the 2018 
graduating class,” he concluded.

 
For the fifth consecutive year representatives 

of the Louisiana Jump$tart Coalition were in 
attendance at seven College Goal Sunday sites 

and again provided valuable information on 
financial literacy, school resources, and money 

management tips for parents and soon-to-be first 
time college students. 

College Goal Sunday is a registered trademark of the 
National College Access Network (NCAN). 
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Louisiana College Goal Sunday 2017
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The Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance 
(LOSFA) will be accepting applications for the John R. 
Justice Student Loan Repayment Program through April 
30, 2017, for eligible prosecutors and public defenders 
across the state. 

The John R. Justice Student Loan Repayment Program 
in Louisiana provides for the repayment of eligible 
educational loans (both Federal Family Education Loan 
Program [FFELP] and William D. Ford Federal Direct 
Loans) for state and federal public defenders and 
state prosecutors employed in Louisiana who agree to 
remain employed as public defenders and prosecutors 
for at least three years.

In order to apply, applicants must be U.S. citizens or 
eligible non-citizens who have been employed full time 

John R. Justice Student Loan Repayment 
Program Application Period is Now Open

(working at least 30 hours per week) as public defenders 
or assistant district attorneys for at least one year as 
of December 31, 2016. Applicants must also have at 
least $20,000 in remaining eligible student loan debt 
and cannot be in default on any federal student loans. 

Under the program, 10 eligible prosecutors will be 
awarded $1,850.00 each, and five eligible public 
defenders will be awarded $3,700.00 each. Two 
prosecutors and one public defender will be selected 
from each of the Louisiana Circuit Courts of Appeal.

Eligible applicants who are interested in applying for 
the award or who would like more information are 
encouraged to visit the LOSFA website, http://www.
osfa.la.gov. The application can be accessed under the 
Louisiana Award System tab

Compete to Complete Campaign Winners 
for January and February

Congratulations to Mentorship 
Academy for winning the Compete 
to Complete Challenge for January 

2017!

Congratulations to Belairie High 
School for winning the Compete to 
Complete Challenge for February 

2017!
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For more information, contact the 
Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance

A program under The Board of Regents

By Phone: 800-259-5626

By E-mail: custserv@la.gov

By Mail: P.O. Box 91202, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-9202 

Web Address: www.osfa.la.gov

For submissions, opinions, or comments for the LOSFA LOOP, please 
contact Gus Wales at Gus.Wales@la.gov. 

LOSFA’s Social Media Sites

http://www.facebook.com/LOSFA 

http://www.twitter.com/LOSFA

http://www.youtube.com/LOSFA1000

http://instagram.com/LOSFA001


